


THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DECEMBER 13, 2020 
 

    A special “Thank You!” to Fr. Stephen Felicichia for his reflections during 
our Advent Parish Mission. Focusing on the supernatural, Fr. Felicichia     
reminded us of how the supernatural breaks forth into the world. This is 
clearly seen on Christmas Day when the chorus of angels appeared to the 
shepherds, the north star guided the wise men, and, most importantly, the 
Word of God Himself became flesh.  
    This truth, however, did not end on Christmas Day. The supernatural   
continues to break forth into the world even today. We see this most truly in 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and the Sacraments, in which God offers to 
flood His graces into our lives. At the Mass, we are made present to Calvary; 
In the Sacraments, the salvation wrought by the Paschal Mystery is made 
available to us. God is the author of the sacraments and liturgy and, through 
them, we allow Him to enter into the world and into our lives. 
 

    This weekend (Dec. 12th/13th), we look ahead to the joy that is to come as 
we celebrate the Third Sunday of Advent, or Gaudete Sunday. The word 
“gaudete” comes from the Latin verb “gaudere”, which means “to rejoice”. 
Looking at the syntax, “gaudete” is in the imperative form, or, in English, is 
given as a command. We are called to rejoice! This is reflected in our Introit,  
or the Entrance Antiphon, which is taken from St. Paul’s Epistle to the     
Philippians. We rejoice as we acknowledge that our penitential Advent     
journey will soon give way to the great joy of Christmas Day.  
    This joy is reflected in our liturgy this weekend in the color rose. Rose 
mixes the violet of Advent, a penitential color, with the gold of Christmas, a 
color of joy, and points us toward the rose-colored dawn, which accompanies 
the rising of the sun over the horizon and overcomes the darkness of night. 
For this reason, the priest wears rose-colored vestments and the third candle 
of our Advent wreath to be lit is the rose-colored candle. Now is the time 
when the Church begins to rejoice in earnest for the coming of the Savior. 
 

        This weekend, we have been given another wonderful reason to rejoice. 
This past Tuesday, on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, Pope 
Francis has declared it to be the Year of St. Joseph. Writing in his newly   
released Apostolic Letter, Patris corde (“With a Father’s Heart”), the Pope has 
declared this year in honor of the 150th anniversary of the declaration of     
St. Joseph as the Patron of the Universal Church. 
    In Patris corde, Pope Francis highlights the ordinary and the everyday people 
and experiences of life that offer us hope. Like St. Joseph, these often go 
“unnoticed, (serving as) a daily, discreet and hidden presence.” But, like St. 
Joseph, these can play “an incomparable role in the history of salvation.” 
Over the next year, we are called to meditate upon and learn from the life of 
St. Joseph. As the foster-father of our Lord, St. Joseph has become a father, 
an example, and a model to each of us as well. And we, as a parish placed  
under his spiritual patronage, have so much that we can learn from him.  
     Faithfully in Christ, Fr. David 

 

For your planning purposes, our Mass times for Christmas will be: 
Christmas Eve - 4:00 PM, 6:00 PM, and Midnight 

Christmas Day - 8:00 AM and 10:00 AM 
Overflow seating available in the Parish Social Hall for all Masses. All five of 
our liturgies will be live-streamed for those unable to join us in-person. 
(Notes: The Midnight Mass will be at midnight, offered by candlelight, and incense will 
be used. The main church lights will be off throughout the Midnight Mass.)  

MASS INTENTIONS 

Saturday, December 12 

8:00 a.m.   Special Intention 

4:00 p.m.   Confessions 

4:35 p.m.   Rosary 

5:00 p.m.   Gonzalo Riveros + 

Sunday, December 13 

- Third Sunday of Advent -  

7:10 a.m.    Rosary 

7:30 a.m.    Parish Family 

9:40 a.m.    Rosary 

10:00 a.m.  Living & Deceased members of  

                   Diane Humphrey Family 

12:10 p.m.  Rosary 

12:30 p.m.  Special Intention          

Monday, December 14 
No Morning Mass 

Tuesday, December 15 

7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.  Adoration 

8:00 a.m.   Mabel O’Keefe + 

8:30 a.m.   Confession  

Wednesday, December 16 

6:00-7:00 p.m.  Adoration 

6:00-6:45 p.m.  Confession 

7:00 p.m.   Lloyd Smith Family 

Thursday, December 17 

8:00 a.m.   Deceased members of the George &  

                  Dianne Witwer Family 

Friday, December 18 

8:30 a.m.   Joseph Whitacre + 

Saturday, December 19 

8:00 a.m.   Special Intention 

4:00 p.m.   Confessions 

4:35 p.m.   Rosary 

5:00 p.m.   Leo Gillig Family 

Sunday, December 20 

- Fourth Sunday of Advent -  

7:10 a.m.    Rosary 

7:30 a.m.    Ronnie Burns 

9:40 a.m.    Rosary 

10:00 a.m.  Parish Family 

12:10 p.m.  Rosary 

12:30 p.m.  Special Intention          

Sharon Miller, Becky Biberstein, Betty Meyer, David Carr, Bonnie Burns, Michael Green, Rick Cotterman, Frances Carr, Tom Richhart, 

Carol Leitner, Pat Pfeifer, Troy Cook, Cheryl Jackson, Sandy Arnold, Jimmy Robbins, Jean Steele, Andrea Holte, Tom Williams, Jen Coye, 

Marty Lohmuller and John Houlihan. 

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

Mon., Dec. 14 - St. John of the Cross, Priest 

and Doctor of the Church - Nm 24:2-7,15-17a/ 

Mt 21:23-27 

Tues., Dec. 15 - Zep 3:1-2,9-13/ Mt 21:28-32 

Wed., Dec. 16 - Is 45:6b-8,18,21c-25/ Lk 7:18b-

23 

Thurs., Dec. 17 - Gn 49:2,8-10/ Mt 1:1-17 

Fri., Dec. 18 - Jer 23:5-8/ Mt 1:18-25 

Sat., Dec. 19 - Jgs 13:2-7,24-25a/ Lk 1:5-25 

Sun., Dec. 20 - Fourth Sunday of Advent - 2 

Sm 7:1-5,8b-12,14a,16/ Rom 16:25-27/ Lk 1:26-

38 



PARISH CALENDAR  

 Sat., Dec. 12 - Mass 8:00 a.m.  

 Sat., Dec. 12 -  Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 13 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m. / 12:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 13 - Discussion Forum - Liturgical Seasons - 8:30-
9:45 a.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 13 - Religious Education Class - 8:30-9:45 a.m. 

 Tues., Dec. 15 - St. Joseph Women’s Group Meeting - 6:30 p.m. 
in the social hall. 

 Wed., Dec. 16 - Discussion Forum - Liturgical Seasons - 7:30-
8:30 p.m. (after 7:00 evening Mass) 

 Sat., Dec. 19 - Mass 8:00 a.m.  

 Sat., Dec. 19 -  Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 20 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m. / 12:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 20 - No Religious Education Classes - Christmas 
Break 

 Thurs., Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Vigil Masses - 4:00 p.m. / 
6:00 p.m. / Midnight Candlelight  

 Fri., Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Masses - 8:00 a.m. / 10:00 a.m. 

 Thurs., Dec. 24 and Fri., Dec. 25 - the Parish office will be 
closed for Christmas. 

 Sat., Dec. 26 - Mass 8:00 a.m.  

 Sat., Dec. 26 -  Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 27 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m. / 12:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 27 - No Religious Education Classes - Christmas 
Break 

 Thurs., Dec. 31 - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil Mass 
- 5:00 p.m. 

 Fri., Jan. 1 - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Masses - 7:30 
and 10:00 a.m. / 12:30 p.m. 

 Thurs., Dec. 31 and Fri., Jan. 1 - the Parish office will be closed 
for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (New Year’s). 

 Sun., Jan. 3, 2021 - Religious Education Classes resume - 8:30-
9:45 a.m. / Grade 5 will lead the Rosary. 

St. Joseph Parish Finance Report  
December 5/6 

Adult Envelopes- $4,435.00 
Child Envelopes- $3.00 

Loose- $187.00 
Repair/Rainy Day Fund- 

$1,359.59 
Religious Ed. Fund- $450.00 

All Saints Day- $460.00 
Immaculate Conception- $174.00 

Christmas Offering- $20.00 
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 

God- $20.00 
Christmas Flowers- $25.00 

Total- $7,133.59 

Our weekly budget is $5,116.40 
We are $7,298.32 ahead of our 

budget for the month of November. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Fund- $495.00 
 

Thank you for your gifts 
to St. Joseph’s! 

DISCUSSION FORUM  
Fr. David will hold a Discussion Forum -  

Liturgical Seasons on  
Wednesday, December 16 7:30-8:30 p.m.  

(after 7:00 evening Mass). 

ST. JOSEPH WOMEN’S GROUP will hold their meeting  
Tuesday, December 15 at 6:30 p.m. in the social hall, instead of 
 December 8. Please bring individually wrapped or toothpick 

friendly snacks for a little Christmas party.  
We will be practicing social distancing! 

BOLIVIAN MISSION REMINDER! 
If you have not yet sent in your Bolivian Mission Scholarship Contri-
bution of $90.00 or sent a Christmas donation, please do so by Decem-
ber 23rd so we may send them the final payment. Thank you. 

ADVENT FOOD DRIVE FOR THE WELLS COUNTY FOOD BANK - 
Through the Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 20 

Items needed: Canned goods only and Paper products, Shampoo & 
Conditioner, toothpaste,  Deodorants, etc. 
Monetary donations (checks payable to Wells Co. Food Bank) 
mailed to: Wells County Food Bank, PO Box 186, Bluffton, IN  46714 
 

A NOTE FROM MARIA STEIN SHRINE 
Congratulations to our coloring contest winners; (especially to 
our own WINNER- Illiyana Sailors, grade 5, daughter of Seth 
and Lynn Sailors). Thank you to all who took the time to share 
these coloring pages with us. Our visitors absolutely LOVE see-
ing all the creativity as they stroll through the Shrine! 

St. Joseph Christmas  
Mass Schedule 

December 24 - 4:00 p.m. 
December 24 - 6:00 p.m. 
December 24 - Midnight 

(Candlelight Mass) 
December 25 - 8:00 a.m. 

December 25 - 10:00 a.m. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
volunteered on Wed. Dec. 2 to 
pack the food bags for the 
“Feeding Tomorrow’s Future 
Today” - weekend food bags 
for hungry kids in Wells 
County. 

THANK YOU!  
Left to right: Dave Huss, John 
Horn, Rick Singer, Joe Baur, 

Bruce Holland and Mike Lautzen-
heiser for volunteering your time 
to help the kids in Wells County. 



                                           
                                        

 

  

Joan Phelps, (Parishioner) 

M.A., NCC, LMHC, LCAC, CADAC, ICAC, CCDP-D 
 

Licensed Mental Health Counselor 
Individual, Marriage / Family Counseling 

Addictions Counseling 
Spiritual/Pastoral Counseling 

Career Assessment/Counseling 
 

260-824-9353 
604 Greenbriar Drive, Bluffton, IN 46714 

2155 N Main St          (260) 824-9643 
Interurban Park 
Bluffton, IN  46714 

Dan Geimer, Gemologist(GIA)   
 
www.daniels-jewelers.net 
Dan & Jane Geimer Parishioners 

 

    GORDON & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C.  

Attorneys 
 

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell 
 Michelle Adler, David Anthony, 

And Matt Hayes 
 

260-824-9377 
Dan Gordon, Parishioner 

         

 

 

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
Charles Thompson 

260-824-3049                                                 
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p                    

 
Kris Thompson– 260-820-2333 
Kent Thompson– 260-307-6584 

Bekkee Thompson– 260-273-6354 
Kris Thompson, Parishioner  

The Grover Company 
 

Property Management 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

 

260-820-0638 
Bret Grover 

 

Knights of Columbus  
Father Aloysius Phillips Coun-

cil 7555 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         

 
 
 
  

 

It’s a child, not a 
choice… 

Abortion does not make 
you “un-pregnant”, it 
makes you the mother 

of a dead child. 

 
 

         

 

Parishioners 

3320 East State Road 
124 

Bluffton, IN  46714 
260-824-3852      

Douglas L. Cale 

(260) 273-1768 
Creativethreads@hotmail.com 

New Patients Welcome  
105 West Harvest Road, Bluffton IN 

South Main across from Kroger 
260-824-3424 

 
Dr. Julayne Miller, Parishioner 

Sam Haiflich, Parishioner  
St. Aloysius Parish, Yoder, IN 

 

Spread  love  
everywhere you go. 

Let no one ever 
come to you  

without leaving 

happier. 
 

-St. Mother Teresa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Email:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com 
Phone: 260-433-5544 
Website: HornMediation.com 

John Horn MS, MBA– Parishioner 

* Listed on Indiana Registry of Approved Court Mediators 
* Member of the Indiana Association of Mediators 
* No fee for initial consultation 

 

 

116 E. Dustman Road, Bluffton 
260.824.4263   

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9-5 
 

109 E. Huntington St., Montpelier 
765.209.4614 

Tuesday 12-5 & Friday 9-12 

3155 S. State Rd 

* Taking New Patients 
* Emergency Exams Available 

P:   260-824-2442 
F:   260-824-8101 

Awesome Hair 
122 N. Johnson St. 

Bluffton, IN 
Carmie Anderson,  

parishioner 

GETZ MEDICAL SUITES 
1335 Getz Road 
Fort Wayne, IN  46804 
www.carterhearingclinics.com 

260-436-6400 * 877-436-6401 

Jennifer L. Wagner, AuD, 
Parishioner 

 

 


