


 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT - MARCH 21, 2021 
  

    This Fifth Sunday of Lent (March 20th/21st) is traditionally known as 
Passion Sunday. It marked the beginning of Passiontide, which formed a 
bridge between these last two weeks of Lent and Easter. This nearing end 
of the Lenten season is reflected in our liturgy today, which is full of    
premonitions of Jesus’ coming Passion and Death. These premonitions 
come to a head in the final line of today’s Gospel: “‘And when I am lifted 
up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.’ He said this indicating 
the kind of death he would die” (John 12:32-33). 
    Though the end of Lent is nearing, it has not yet come. We do not want 
to become lax in our Lenten observances. Quite the opposite! As is       
reflected in our liturgical year, we should spend these next two weeks     
acting in a very intentional manner as we prepare for Easter. Passion   
Sunday leads us to Palm Sunday, which enters us into Holy Week and 
the Sacred Paschal Triduum, the three most sacred days of the Church 
year. Our liturgical celebrations intensify over these next two weeks,      
ensuring that Jesus Christ remains our sole focus. And, as it is in our      
liturgy, so must it be in our life. 
    As is our parish custom, we have covered the sacred images in the 
church with purple cloth between this Sunday and Good Friday (for the 
crucifix) and Easter (for all the other images). It might seem odd that, just 
as we begin to turn our attention more intensely toward Jesus’ Passion, we 
cover up the crucifix. The sacred liturgy, however, frequently makes use of 
a strategy of revelation through veiling. Even though we cannot see the  
image of the Crucified, the veiling of the crucifix draws our attention to it 
more intensely. Frequently, what we can’t see is what most arouses our cu-
riosity and imagination.  
 

UPDATES TO THE DIOCESAN LITURGICAL DIRECTIVES 
    On the Solemnity of St. Joseph (March 19th), the diocese has released 
updates* to our diocesan liturgical directives. These updates continue to be 
made in consultation with several infectious disease specialists. Working 
with these medical professionals and specialists, the diocese is seeking to 
ensure that our parishes are following the safest and most prudent practices 
as we gather for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. (The full updates from the 
diocese are available for your review on our parish website.)  
    The most notable update recognizes that “surface and water-borne 
transmission are not viewed as common means of viral spread.” With this 
understanding, the diocese has stated that it is safe for parishes to return the 
use of hymnals and refill holy water fonts. Regarding our hymnals, they 
will be returned to the pews after Easter Day, as we have already prepared 
the majority of the individual-use handouts/missalettes for Holy Week and 
Easter Day. (Our hymnals do contain the weekend readings for Mass.) 
    Regarding holy water, we will refill our holy water fonts starting next 
weekend. Hand sanitizer will continue to be provided when you enter the 
church building. Two touch-less hand sanitizer stations will be outside of 
the Church entryway in the narthex. This will allow you to sanitize your 
hands before entering the Church and blessing yourself with holy water. 
We will also continue to provide individual holy water bottles (and blessed 
salt containers) in the narthex for use of these sacramentals in your homes. 
     Faithfully in Christ, Fr. David 
*Note: The updates do not change the directives regarding social distancing and masking. 
Thank you for continuing to respect Bishop Rhoades’ directives on these practices. 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday,  March 20 
8:00 a.m.   Special Intention 
4:00-4:45 p.m.   Confessions 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Larry Dustman + 
Sunday, March 21 
- Fifth Sunday of Lent -  
7:10 a.m.    Rosary 
7:30 a.m.    Bob & Luciel Fenstermaker + 
9:40 a.m.    Rosary 
10:00 a.m.  Parish Family 
12:05 p.m.  Rosary 
12:30 p.m.  Special Intention          
Monday, March 22 
No Morning Mass 
Tuesday, March 23 
7:00-8:00 a.m.  Adoration 
8:00 a.m.    Donny Watson + 
8:30-9:00 a.m.  Confessions 
Wednesday, March 24 
6:00-7:00 p.m.   Adoration 
6:00-6:45 p.m.  Confessions 
7:00 p.m.   Charles Ault + 
Thursday, March 25 
8:00 a.m.   John & Eileen Rickord + 
Friday, March 26 
8:30 a.m.   Gertie Wyss + 
6:00-6:45 p.m.  Confession  
7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
Saturday,  March 27 
8:00 a.m.   Special Intention 
4:00-4:45 p.m.   Confessions 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Ryder Jackson 
Sunday, March 28 
- Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord -  
7:10 a.m.    Rosary 
7:30 a.m.    Ronnie Burns + 
9:40 a.m.    Rosary 
10:00 a.m.  Parish Family 
12:05 p.m.  Rosary 
12:30 p.m.  Special Intention          
 

Sharon Miller, Becky Biberstein, Bonnie Burns, Michael Green, Rick Cotterman, Frances Carr, Tom Richhart, Carol Leitner, Pat Pfeifer, 
Troy Cook, Cheryl Jackson, Sandy Arnold, Jimmy Robbins, Jean Steele, Andrea Holte, Tom Williams, Jen Coyne, John Houlihan, Tom 
Courtney, Nora LaVine and Pete Geels. 

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Mon., Mar. 22 - Fifth Week of Lent - Dn 13:1-
9,15-17,19-30,33-62 or 13:41c-62/ Jn 8:1-11 
Tues., Mar. 23 - St. Turibius of Mogrovejo, 
Bishop - Nm 21:4-9/ Jn 8:21-30 
Wed., Mar. 24 - Dn 3:14-20,91-92,95/ Jn 8:31-
42 
Thurs., Mar. 25 - The Annunciation of the 
Lord - Is 7:10-14; 8:10/ Heb 10:4-10/ Lk 1:26-
38 
Fri., Mar. 26 - Jer 20:10-13/ Jn 10:31-42 
 Sat., Mar. 27 - Ez 37:21-28/ Jn 11:45-56 
Sun., Mar. 28 - Palm Sunday of the Passion of 
the Lord – Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16/ Is 50:4-
7/Phil 2:6-11/ Mk 14:1-15:47 or 15:1-39 



PARISH CALENDAR  

 Sat., Mar. 20 - Mass 8:00 a.m.  

 Sat., Mar. 20 -  Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

 Sun., Mar. 21 -  Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m. / 12:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Mar. 21 - No Religious Education Class - Spring Break 

 Tues., Mar. 23 - Adoration 7-8:00 a.m. / Confession 8:30-9:00 
a.m. 

 Wed., Mar. 24 - Adoration 6-7:00 p.m. / Confession 6-6:45 p.m. / 
Mass 7:00 

 Fri., Mar. 26 - Confessions 6-6:45 p.m. / Stations of the Cross 
7:00 p.m. 

 Sun., Mar. 28 - No Religious Education Class - Spring Break 

 Mon., Mar. 29 - Parish Lenten Mission– Formed- Forgiven Se-
ries- The Transforming Power of Confession -  7-8:00 p.m. in the 
Church. 

 Tues., Mar. 30 - Adoration 7-8:00 a.m. / Confession 8:30-9:00 
a.m. / Parish Lenten Mission - Formed Forgiven Series 7-7:30 
p.m. / Live Stream Chrism Mass from the Cathedral - 7:30 p.m. 
shown in Church. 

 Wed., Mar. 31 - Adoration 6-7:00 p.m. / Confession 6-6:45 p.m. / 
Parish Lenten Mission/Mass 7:00p.m. 

 Thurs., Apr. 1 - Holy Thursday - 8:00 a.m.  Morning Prayer / 
7:00 p.m. Mass /  Adoration following Mass until Midnight. 

 Fri., Apr. 2 - Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday) - 
8:30 a.m. Morning Prayer / 1:00 Service / 6-7:00 p.m. Confes-
sion / 7:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross / 8:00 p.m. Tenebrae  

 Sat., Apr. 3 - Holy Saturday - 8:00 a.m. / Easter Vigil Mass 8:35 
p.m. 

 Sun., Apr. 4 - Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord - 
7:30 and 10:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Mass. 

 Sun., Apr. 4 - No Religious Education Class– Easter Sunday 

 Mon., Apr. 5 - Easter Monday - Parish Office Closed 

 Tues., Apr. 6 - Confirmation Mass at St. Joseph’s - 7:00 p.m. 

         KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS MEETING  
The Knights of Columbus will hold their monthly 
meeting Tuesday, April 13 with recitation of the 
Holy Rosary at 6:40 followed by the meeting at 
7:00 p.m.  Watch for an email from Jeff Miller, 
Grand Knight regarding details of the meeting. 

St. Joseph Parish Finance Report 
March 13/14 

Adult Envelopes- $3,607.00 
Child Envelopes- $0 

Loose- $232.75 
Repair/Rainy Day Fund- 

$614.56 
Religious Ed. Fund- $280.00 

Easter Flowers- $277.00 
Votives Candles- $193.25 

Total- $5,204.56 

Our weekly budget is $5,116.40 
We were $1,925.95 ahead of our 
budget for the month of March. 

 
St. Vincent de Paul Fund- $285.00 

 
Thank you for your gifts 

to St. Joseph’s! 
 

 

WHAT IS TOTUS TUUS? 
Totus Tuus (Latin for Totally Yours) will be at St. 
Joseph’s July 11-16; make sure to mark your calendars! 
High School and Middle School will meet Sunday, 
July 11-15 from 7-9:00 p.m., First Grade through Grade 
Six will meet Monday, July 12-16 from 9:00a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. Watch for more information on this exciting 
week of faith, skits, fun, laughter, learning and much 
more! 

PILGRIMAGE OPPORTUNITY:  
JOIN FR. DANIEL WHELAN, Fr. Tony 

Steinacker, and Fr. Solanus Guild-Huntington 
Extension members to visit and pray at the Tomb 
of Venerable Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen in Peo-
ria, IL. Pray with God's "Hero of Adoration," on 

Thursday, June 10th, 2021. Cost is $85. For more details, and 
registration form, contact Jan Scher at 260-450-3045 or e-mail 

her at janscher8@gmail.com. Reserve by May 1, 2021 deadline.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please remember these young men and women in your prayers as 
they prepare to receive the Gifts of the Holy Spirit at their Confir-

mation Mass April 6 at 7:00 p.m. here at St. Joseph Parish. 
Confirmation Preparation Class 2021 

Cassandra ‘Cassie’ Coyne, daughter of Kerry and Tracy Coyne 
Luke Dreiband, son of Kim (Dave) Dreiband 

Austin Haiflich, son of Andrew and Jennie Haiflich 
Anthony Hartman, son of Todd and Anjie Hartman 
Emma Howell, daughter of Brett and Amy Howell 

Jacquelyn Mayer, daughter of Matt and Jeannette Mayer 
Grant Reifsteck, son of Chris and Laura Reifsteck 

Angela Rogers, daughter of Rodney and Jessica Rogers 
Derek Smith, son of Karl and Anna Smith 

ST. JOSEPH WOMEN’S GROUP  
The St. Joseph Women’s Group will meet Tuesday, April 13th in 
the conference room at 7:00 p.m. The meeting is open to all 
women of the St. Joseph Parish family, please join us for fun and 
fellowship. 

ORGAN CONCERT 
St. Charles Borromeo Church, 4916 Trier Rd., Fort 
Wayne will host organist Mr. Vincent Carr in con-
cert Friday, April 16 at 7:30 p.m. in the Church. 
Mr. Carr will present a variety of sacred and clas-
sical music for this concert which everyone will 
enjoy. There is no admission fee, however, a free-will collection 
will be received. Please see the bulletin board in the narthex for 
more information. 

mailto:janscher8@gmail.com�


                                           
                                        

 

  

Joan Phelps, (Parishioner) 

M.A., NCC, LMHC, LCAC, CADAC, ICAC, CCDP-D 
 

Licensed Mental Health Counselor 
Individual, Marriage / Family Counseling 

Addictions Counseling 
Spiritual/Pastoral Counseling 

Career Assessment/Counseling 
 

260-824-9353 
604 Greenbriar Drive, Bluffton, IN 46714 

2155 N Main St          (260) 824-9643 
Interurban Park 
Bluffton, IN  46714 

Dan Geimer, Gemologist(GIA)   
 
www.daniels-jewelers.net 
Dan & Jane Geimer Parishioners 

 

    GORDON & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C., Attorneys 

 
Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell 

 Michelle Adler, David Anthony, 
And Matt Hayes 

 
260-824-9377 

Dan Gordon, Parishioner 
Matt Hayes, Parishioner at  

St. Vincent de Paul 

         

 

 

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
Charles Thompson 

260-824-3049                                                 
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p                    

 
Kris Thompson– 260-820-2333 
Kent Thompson– 260-307-6584 

Bekkee Thompson– 260-273-6354 
Kris Thompson, Parishioner  

The Grover Company 
 

Property Management 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

 

260-820-0638 
Bret Grover 

 

Knights of Columbus  
Father Aloysius Phillips Council 7555 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         

 
 
 
  

 

It’s a child, not a 
choice… 

Abortion does not make 
you “un-pregnant”, it 
makes you the mother 

of a dead child. 

 
 

         

 

3320 East State Road 124 
Bluffton, IN  46714 

260-824-3852      
Douglas L. Cale 
Mitch Harnish     

New Patients Welcome  
105 West Harvest Road, Bluffton IN 

South Main across from Kroger 
260-824-3424 

 
Dr. Julayne Miller, Parishioner 

Sam Haiflich, Parishioner  
St. Aloysius Parish, Yoder, IN 

 

Spread  love  
everywhere you go. 

Let no one ever 
come to you  

without leaving 

happier. 
 

-St. Mother Teresa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

116 E. Dustman Road, Bluffton 
260.824.4263   

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am-5pm 
 

109 E. Huntington St., Montpelier 
765.209.4614 

Tuesday 10am-4pm & Friday 9am-4pm 

* Taking New Patients 
* Emergency Exams Available 

P:   260-824-2442 
F:   260-824-8101 

Awesome Hair 
122 N. Johnson St. 

Bluffton, IN 
Carmie Anderson,  

parishioner 

GETZ MEDICAL SUITES 
1335 Getz Road 
Fort Wayne, IN  46804 
www.carterhearingclinics.com 

260-436-6400 * 877-436-6401 

Jennifer L. Wagner, AuD, 
Parishioner 

 

 

 

 


