


 

First Sunday of Lent – March 6, 2022 
 

A special “Thank You!” to our G.I.R.L’s Night Out for their great work 
with the Mardi Gra Fundraiser last Saturday! It was a wonderful evening, 
being our first large parish social gathering in many months and helping to 
raise funds for our parish playground. 
 

    This weekend (March 5th/6th), the Church enters into the First Sunday of 
Lent. Though the ashes received on Ash Wednesday have worn away, this 
holy season still remains. If we are willing to approach this season with trust 
and humility, the lessons learned from it will remain well beyond forty days. 
    Though Lent may seem such a daunting season, as we are being reminded 
of our own mortality, do not let it overwhelm you. This time of penance and 
discipline is meant to strengthen us. Even if we may falter throughout these 
forty days, we take consolation in the Stations of the Cross. On His way to 
Jerusalem to redeem the world, our Saviour fell three times. After each time, 
however, He picked Himself and continued along the way. 
 

Did You Know? The Church as Teacher (Magisterium) 
    In an earlier column (Did You Know? The Bible is a Catholic Book), we 
looked at how the Church, guided by the Holy Spirit, compiled the Sacred 
Scriptures as we know them today. We described the Church as the 
“authentic interpreter and guardian” of the Sacred Scriptures, which speaks 
to the role of the Church as the Magisterium (Latin: magister, or “teacher”) 
of the Faith. This is a role that did not end when the canon of the Sacred 
Scriptures was set in the 4th Century, but one that has continued even into 
our own modern day. 
    In Her role as teacher, the Church teaches from the Deposit of Faith, 
which consists of both Sacred Tradition (Latin: tradere, or “that which is 
handed down”) and Sacred Scripture. Sacred Tradition, from which the    
Sacred Scriptures themselves arose, also includes such things as the 
Apostles’ Creed and our liturgical worship (cf. Did You Know? The Mass is 
Ancient). The two are not to be seen as opposed to one another, but as   
working harmoniously together. 
    Taken together, Sacred Tradition is to be understood in light of the Sacred 
Scriptures and the Sacred Scriptures are to be read within the Tradition of 
the Church. In this way, we fulfill the call of St. Paul to “stand firm and hold 
fast to the traditions that you were taught, either by an oral statement or by a 
letter of ours” (2 Thessalonians 2:15). And, if debate or confusion arises on 
a particular matter, we turn to the Church for guidance, just as it was done at 
the Council of Jerusalem in AD 50 (cf. Acts 15:1-35). 
    When speaking as the Magisterium, the Church does not speak on Her 
own. Instead, as the Body of Christ here on earth, the Church, guided by the 
Holy Spirit, speaks as the representative of Jesus Christ. In the same manner, 
when He sends out His disciples, our Lord states: “Whoever listens to you, 
listens to me” (Luke 10:16). The Church continues in Her role as teacher, 
commissioned by our Lord to proclaim His Holy Name to the world until He 
Himself returns. 
    The Magisterium, in its most formal sense, is found in the Pope and the 
Bishops in union with him. The Faithful, in turn, are united to their bishop 
and, through him, to the Pope. Following in the Office of St. Peter (cf. Did 
You Know? Peter was the First Pope), the Pope stands as the physical and 
visible sign of unity among the Body of Christ here on earth. This unity is 
reemphasized in his teaching office, which serves, through the promise of 
our Lord Himself and the guidance of the Holy Spirit (John 14:16-17), to 
guard and proclaim our One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Faith. 
     Faithfully in Christ, Fr. David 
Reminder: Daylight Saving Time begins next Sunday, March 13th. Don’t forget to change 
your clocks and spring forward!  

MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday,  March 5  
8:00 a.m.  Special Intention 
4:00-4:45 p.m.  Confession 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   George O. Witwer + 
Sunday, March 6 
- First Sunday of Lent -  
7:10 a.m.   Rosary 
7:30 a.m.   Parish Family 
9:40 a.m.   Rosary 
10:00 a.m. Rose Marie & Robert Bates + 
Monday, March 7 
No Public Mass 
Tuesday, March 8 
Adoration 7:00-8:00 a.m. 
8:00 a.m.   Greg Mayer + 

8:30 a.m.   Confessions 
6:00-8:00 p.m. The Light is ON for You! 
(Confessions) 
Wednesday, March 9 
Praise & Worship Holy Hour 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
6:00-6:45 p.m. Confessions 
7:00 p.m.  Rick Bowman + 
Thursday, March 10 
8:00 a.m.   Sharon Miller + 
Friday, March 11 
8:30 a.m.   George O. Witwer + 
7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 
Saturday,  March 12  
8:00 a.m.  Special Intention 
4:00-4:45 p.m.  Confession 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Parish Family 
Sunday, March 13 
- Second Sunday of Lent -  
7:10 a.m.   Rosary 
7:30 a.m.   Bruce & Twilla Herr Family 
9:40 a.m.   Rosary 
10:00 a.m. Jackie Cerna + 

Becky Biberstein, Michael Green, Rick Cotterman, Frances Carr, Tom Richhart, Carol Leitner, Pat Pfeifer, Troy Cook, Bobbie and Cheryl Jack-
son, Sandy Arnold, Andrea Holte, Jen Coyne, Bonnie Burns, John Houlihan, Nora LaVine, Kimberly Abney, Sydnee Bradburn, Leanne Lee, Matt 
McFarren, Ryan Feeback, Dr. Doug Phillips, Gene Keys, and Jeff Tillman.  

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Monday, March 7 - Lenten Weekday - Sts. 
Perpetua and Felicity, Martyrs - Lv 19:1-2,11-
18/ Mt 25:31-46 
Tuesday, March 8 - Lenten Weekday - St. 
John of God, Religious - Is 55:10-11/ Mt 6:7-
15 
Wednesday, March 9 - Lenten Weekday - St. 
Frances of Rome, Religious - Jon 3:1-10/ Lk 
11:29-32  
Thursday, March 10 - Lenten Weekday - Est 
C: 12, 14-16,23-25/ Mt 7:7-12 
Friday, March 11 - Lenten Weekday - Ez 
18:21-28/ Mt 5:20-26 
Saturday, March 12 - Lenten Weekday - Dt 
26:16-19/ Mt 5:43-48 
Sunday, March 13 - Second Sunday of Lent  
- Daylight Savings Time begins - Gn 15:5-
12,17-18/ Phil 3:17—4:1 or 3:20—4:1/ Lk 
9:28b-36 



PARISH CALENDAR  

• Sat., March 5 - Confession 4-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

• Sun., March 6 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m. 

• Sun., March 6 - Religious Education Class - 8:30 a.m. - 9:45 
a.m. 

• Tues., March 8 - Adoration 7-8:00 a.m. / Mass 8:00 a.m. 

• Tues., March 8 - Children’s Choir Practice - 5:30 p.m. 

• Tues., March 8 - The Light is ON for You - Celebrate the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation - 6-8:00 p.m. 

• Tues., March 8 - G.I.R.L.’s Night Out - Monthly Meeting 
7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room 

• Wed., March 9 - Praise & Worship Holy Hour - 6-7:00 p.m. / 
Confessions 6:00-6:45 p.m. /  Mass 7:00 p.m. 

• Wed., March 9 - Parish Council meeting following 7:00 p.m. 
Mass. 

• Thurs., March 10 - RCIA - 6:30 p.m. 

• Fri., March 11 - Soup Supper - 5:30-6:30 p.m.  

• Fri., March 11 - Stations of the Cross - 7:00 p.m. 

• Sat., March 12 - Confession 4-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

• Sun., March 13 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m. 

• Sun., March 13 - American Red Cross Blood Drive hosted by 
the Knights of Columbus - 7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

• Sun., March 13 - Religious Education Class - 8:30 a.m. - 9:45 
a.m. 

• Tues., March 15 - Adoration 7-8:00 a.m. / Mass 8:00 a.m. 

• Tues., March 15 - Children’s Choir Practice - 5:30 p.m. 

• Wed., March 16 - Adoration 6-7 p.m. / Confessions 6:00-6:45 
p.m. /  Mass 7:00 p.m. 

• Thurs., March 17 - RCIA - 6:30 p.m. 

• Fri., March 18 - Soup Supper - 5:30-6:30 p.m.  

• Fri., March 18 - Stations of the Cross - 7:00 p.m. 

St. Joseph Parish Finance Report 

February 27/28 Weekend 

Adult Envelopes- $4,077.00 

Child Envelopes- $2.00 

Loose- $251.00 

Repair/Rainy Day Fund- $5,590.35 

Religious Ed. Fund- $0 

Donation-Playground- $100.00 

Free Will Donations/Playground- 

$188.00 

Gym Rent- $325.00 

Total- $10,533.35 

Our weekly budget is $5,116.40 

We are $4,906.81 ahead of our  

budget for the month of  

February. 

St. Vincent de Paul Fund- 

$110.00 

 

Thank you for your gifts 

to St. Joseph’s! 

 

 Weekend of March 12/13, 2022 
 
5:00     Marita Crawfis 
7:30     Donna Geisel 
10:00   Teresa Smith 
 
5:00   Bruce Holland 

 7:30    Carol Butler 
 10:00  Ben Wagner 
 
5:00    Volunteers 
7:30     Doug/Janet Lehman 
10:00   Doug/Janet Lehman 

 
5:00   Alex &/or Audrey Mechling, Isaiah/Kari Bedwell 
7:30   Beth Geisel, Angel/Zoe Soto 
10:00 Abby or Adrienne Wagner, Gabby Hoffacker,    
          Gracie Haiflich 

(Growing, Inspiring, Rejoicing, Loving) 

Monthly Meeting Tuesday, February 8th  
7:00 p.m. in the Conference Room 

 

Knight of Columbus will host a 

blood drive Sunday, March 13 

from 7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Register to donate at  

 redcrossblood.org.  

LENTEN FOOD COLLECTION  

We will be collecting canned, non-

perishable food items during the Lenten/

Easter Season for our local food banks.  

Please place your contribution in the container in the narthex. 

Thank you for helping us help others! 

 

 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION FORUM… 

Ask Father! 

 

Bring your questions and join the  

Open Discussion Forum… Ask Father!  

 

Friday, March 18th following Stations of the Cross. 

Lenten Soup Supper - 5:30-6:30 p.m. 

Stations of the Cross - 7:00 p.m. 

Open Discussion Forum…  

Ask Father! - 7:45 p.m. 



                                           
                                        

 

 

 Joan Phelps, (Parishioner) 

M.A., NCC, LMHC, LCAC, CADAC, ICAC, CCDP-D 
 

Licensed Mental Health Counselor 
Individual, Marriage / Family Counseling 

Addictions Counseling 
Spiritual/Pastoral Counseling 

Career Assessment/Counseling 
 

260-824-9353 
604 Greenbriar Drive, Bluffton, IN 46714 
 

2155 N Main St          (260) 824-9643 
Interurban Park 
Bluffton, IN  46714 

Dan Geimer, Gemologist(GIA)   
 
www.daniels-jewelers.net 
Dan & Jane Geimer Parishioners 

 

    GORDON & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C., Attorneys 

 
Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell 

 Michelle Adler, David Anthony, 
And Matt Hayes 

 
260-824-9377 

Dan Gordon, Parishioner 
Matt Hayes, Parishioner at  

St. Vincent de Paul 

         

 

 

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
Charles Thompson 

260-824-3049                                                 
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p                    

 
Kris Thompson– 260-820-2333 
Kent Thompson– 260-307-6584 

Bekkee Thompson– 260-273-6354 
Kris Thompson, Parishioner  

 

The Grover Company 
 

Property Management 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

 

260-820-0638 
Bret Grover 

 

Knights of Columbus  
Father Aloysius Phillips Council 7555 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         

  

  
It’s a child, not a 

choice… 
Abor on does not make 

you “un-pregnant”, it 
makes you the mother 

of a dead child. 

 

 

3320 East State Road 124 
Blu on, IN  46714 

260-824-3852      
Douglas L. Cale 
Mitch Harnish     

Sam Haiflich, Parishioner  
St. Aloysius Parish, Yoder, IN 

 

Spread  love  
everywhere you go. 

Let no one ever 
come to you  

without leaving 

happier. 
 

-St. Mother Teresa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

116 E. Dustman Road, Bluffton 
260.824.4263   

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9am-5pm 
 

109 E. Huntington St., Montpelier 
765.209.4614 

Tuesday 10am-4pm & Friday 9am-4pm 

* Taking New Patients 
* Emergency Exams Available 

P:   260-824-2442 
F:   260-824-8101 

Awesome Hair 
122 N. Johnson St. 

Bluffton, IN 
Carmie Anderson,  

parishioner 

 

 

 

 

Grover Sheets, Wells 
Veterans, American 

Legion Post 111 
111 W. Washington 
Street, Bluffton, IN.    260-824-3815 

 
Open to the Public  

Tuesday thru Saturday 11:00 a.m. 
*Lunch & Dinner Specials* 

Dine in or Carry Out! 
 

All You Can Eat Breakfast  
4th Saturday of each month.  

 

 

 
Colin Z. Andrews 

Tel: (260) 824-4049 
Fax: (260) 827-5099 

candrews@andrewsandcrell.com 
www.andrewsandcrell.com 

Bluffton: 116 S. Main St., Bluffton, IN  46714 
Fort Wayne: 7617 W Jefferson Blvd., Suite F 

Fort Wayne, IN  46804 

                                                                                                             
                                                                      
                                              Parishioner   
                         
 
 
 
 
 

“Saint Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the  
upright guardian of those entrusted to his care. May he 

always guard, protect and enlighten families.” 
- St. John Paul II 


