


THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH  
DECEMBER 27, 2020 

 

    This Friday (Jan. 1st), the Church celebrates the Solemnity of Mary, 
Mother of God, which marks the end of the Christmas Octave (but not 
the Christmas season). While this celebration is a yearly Holy Day, the  
obligation to attend the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass on this day remains  
dispensed by Bishop Rhoades due to COVID-19. Though not a Holy Day 
of Obligation this year, may we see it as a holy day of opportunity. For 
those able to join us in person, Masses will be offered on Thursday, Dec. 
31st, at 5 PM and Friday, Jan. 1st, at 7:30 AM and 10 AM. (The 10 AM 
Mass will be live-streamed.) 
    This solemnity finds its roots from the Council of Ephesus in the 5th 
Century. This Church council declared the Blessed Virgin Mary as       
Theotokos, or “God-bearer.” As we celebrate this solemnity, we offer due 
veneration (or respect) to the Blessed Virgin Mary while also asserting the 
divinity of her Son, Jesus Christ. (We welcome Fr. Nathan Maskal as our 
celebrant for the Solemnity Masses. Fr. Maskal is assisting us while he is 
in the area to visit family. Likewise, I will be in South Bend to assist at his 
parish while also visiting with my family.) 
 

    Though the end of the Christmas Octave does not end the Christmas 
season, it is still a “quick” season this year given how late in the week 
Christmas Day fell. Next weekend, we celebrate the Epiphany of the 
Lord and, the following weekend, the Baptism of the Lord. This latter 
feast will end the Christmas season and move us towards Ordinary Time, 
though the Christmas season will have a brief resurgence on the Feast of 
the Presentation (marking 40 days after Christmas Day).  
    Continuing our yearly parish tradition, we will bless and offer Epiphany 
Chalk at all Masses next weekend to be taken home. You are encouraged 
to use this sacramental as it invites God into our homes and places our 
families under His constant protection. More information next weekend. 
 

    A special “Thank You!” to all those who worked so hard to ensure our 
Christmas Liturgies were so beautiful! Our Decorating Committee put in 
many hours this past week to ensure the Church was decorated to the 
nines! Our musicians, Diane and Dianne, spent much time preparing    
instrumental music, along with our volunteer cantors and musicians 
(Marita, Catherine, Nancy, Larry, Mike, and Jill) who provided the 
beautiful Christmas hymns at various Masses. Eric, Sam, Alex, and   
Audrey helped to construct our “Cantor Box” in the choir loft. Many other 
hands, especially Michelle in the parish office and Nathan, have been   
invaluable help to me throughout our Advent and Christmas season. 
 

    An additional special “Thank You!” to all those who participated in our 
Advent Food Drive. Your generosity throughout the season helped to  
provide over an entire carload worth of food and other personal items to 
the Wells County Food Bank. We’ll be continuing this tradition of       
collecting food and needed personal items for the food bank every Advent 
and Lent. Our St. Vincent de Paul Fund also supports the food bank with 
monetary donations at those times when monthly assistance requests made 
through the fund are low. (These contributions are listed as “Donations” 
in our monthly St. Vincent de Paul Fund Report.)  
     Faithfully in Christ, Fr. David 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, December 26 
8:00 a.m.   Special Intention 
4:00 p.m.   Confessions 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Paxton & Marshall Families 
Sunday, December 27 - The Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph -  
7:10 a.m.    Rosary 
7:30 a.m.    Parish Family 
9:40 a.m.    Rosary 
10:00 a.m.  Robert and Rose Marie Bates + 
12:10 p.m.  Rosary 
12:30 p.m.  Special Intention          
Monday, December 28 
No Morning Mass 
Tuesday, December 29 
7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.  Adoration 
8:00 a.m.   Fathers of Ben & Jenny Wagner 
8:30 a.m.   Confession  
Wednesday, December 30 
6:00-7:00 p.m.  Adoration 
6:00-6:45 p.m.  Confession 
7:00 p.m.   Father of Matt Scheidler 
Thursday, December 31  
8:00 a.m.   Mary Ann Flowers + 
5:00 p.m.   Living & Deceased members of the  
                  Dale & Evelyn Morrissey Family 
Friday, January 1 
- Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God -   
7:30 a.m.    All Priests, Living & Deceased 
10:00 a.m.  Parish Family 
Saturday, January 2 
8:00 a.m.   Special Intention 
4:00 p.m.   Confessions 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Julie Johnson + 
Sunday, January 3 
7:10 a.m.    Rosary 
7:30 a.m.    Parish Family 
9:40 a.m.    Rosary 
10:00 a.m.  Maria Edwards + 
12:10 p.m.  Rosary 
12:30 p.m.  Special Intention          
 

Sharon Miller, Becky Biberstein, Betty Meyer, David Carr, Bonnie Burns, Michael Green, Rick Cotterman, Frances Carr, Tom Richhart, 
Carol Leitner, Pat Pfeifer, Troy Cook, Cheryl Jackson, Sandy Arnold, Jimmy Robbins, Jean Steele, Andrea Holte, Tom Williams, Jen Coyne, 
and John Houlihan. 

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Mon., Dec. 28 - The Holy Innocents, Martyrs - 1 
Jn 1:5—2:2/ Mt 2:13-18 
Tues., Dec. 29 - St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and 
Martyr - 1 Jn 2:3-11/ Lk 2:22-35 
Wed., Dec. 30 - 1 Jn 2:12-17/ Lk 2:36-40 
Thurs., Dec. 31 - St. Sylvester I, Pope - 1 Jn 2:18-
21/ Jn 1:1-18 
Fri., Jan. 1 - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God - 
Nm 6:22-27/ Gal 4:4-7/ Lk 2:16-21 
Sat., Jan. 2 - Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory Na-
zianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church - 1 
Jn 2:22-28/ Jn 1:19-28 
Sun., Jan. 3 - Epiphany of the Lord - Is 60:1-6/ 
Eph 3:2-3a,5-6/ Mt 2:1-12 



PARISH CALENDAR  

 Sat., Dec. 26 - Mass 8:00 a.m.  

 Sat., Dec. 26 -  Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 27 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m. / 12:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 27 - No Religious Education Classes - Christmas 
Break 

 Thurs., Dec. 31 - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Vigil Mass 
- 5:00 p.m. 

 Fri., Jan. 1 - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Masses - 7:30 
and 10:00 a.m.  

 Thurs., Dec. 31 and Fri., Jan. 1 - the Parish office will be closed 
for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (New Year’s). 

 
***************** 2021 ***************** 

 Sat., Jan. 2 - Mass 8:00 a.m.  

 Sat., Jan. 2 -  Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

 Sun., Jan. 3 -  Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m. / 12:30 p.m. 

 Sun., Jan. 3 - Religious Education Classes resume - 8:30-9:45 
a.m. / Grade 5 will lead the Rosary. 

 Tues., Jan. 5 - Knights of Columbus - 6:40 p.m. recitation of the 
Holy Rosary / meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the social hall. Watch for 
details of in-person or virtual meeting via email or bulletin. 

 Wed., Jan. 6 - Parish Council meeting 7:30 p.m. (after 7 p.m. 
Mass). 

 Sun., Jan. 10 - January Discussion Forum - “Teaching Mass” - 
8:30-9:30 a.m. in the Church. 

 Tues., Jan. 12 - St. Joseph Women’s Group meeting - 7:00 p.m. 
in the social hall. 

 Wed., Jan. 13 - January Discussion Forum - “Teaching Mass” -  
7:30-8:30 p.m. (following 7:00 Mass) in the Church. 

 Sun., Jan. 17 - Knights of Columbus Red Cross Blood Drive - 
7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the gym. 

St. Joseph Parish Finance Report  
December 19/20 

Adult Envelopes- $2,812.00 
Child Envelopes- $0 

Loose- $102.00 
Repair/Rainy Day Fund- 

$1,463.54 
Religious Ed. Fund- $146.00 
Christmas Flowers- $20.00 
Votive Candles- $359.25 

CDs- $10.00 
Christmas Offering- $135.00 

Immaculate Conception- $40.00 
 Light Refund- $1,000.00 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 
God- $10.00 

Total- $6,097.79 

Our weekly budget is $5,116.40 
We are $1,647.18 ahead of our 

budget for the month of December. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Fund- $489.00 
 

Thank you for your gifts 
to St. Joseph’s! 

.org  

Mass times for the Solemnity: 
Thursday, December 31 - 5:00 p.m. 

Friday, January 1 - 7:30 and 10:00 a.m. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 
Knights of Columbus  

Blood Drive 
Sunday, January 17 

7:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the gym. 

JANUARY DISCUSSION FORUM -  
“TEACHING MASS” 

Sunday, January 10, 2021 from 8:30 
a.m. to 9:30 a.m. and Wednesday, 
January 13 from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. Fr. David will host a Discus-
sion Forum - “Teaching Mass”.  This 
is not an actual Mass but a walk-through of the Mass. The Forum 
will take place in the Church rather than the Parish Social Hall.  
For your convenience, the Discussion Forum will be live-streamed 
on our Facebook page. 

Our Parish Code: 7N68MY 

Religious Education Classes resume  
Sunday, January 3, 2021 * 8:30-9:45 a.m. 

Grade 5 will lead the Holy Rosary in Church at 8:40 a.m. 

“St. Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the 
upright guardian of those entrusted to his care. 

May he always guard, protect and enlighten  
families” - St. Pope John Paul II 

 
Memorare to St. Joseph 

Remember, O most chaste spouse of the Virgin 
Mary, that never was it known that anyone who 
implored your help and sought your intercession 
were left unassisted. Full of confidence in your 

power I fly unto you and beg your protection. De-
spise not O Guardian of the Redeemer my humble 
supplication, but in your bounty, hear and answer 

me.  Amen. 

 CONFESSIONS TIMES 
Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m. (following Morning Mass) 

Wednesdays, 6:00-6:45 p.m.  
Saturdays at 4:00 p.m. 



                                           
                                        

 

  

Joan Phelps, (Parishioner) 

M.A., NCC, LMHC, LCAC, CADAC, ICAC, CCDP-D 
 

Licensed Mental Health Counselor 
Individual, Marriage / Family Counseling 

Addictions Counseling 
Spiritual/Pastoral Counseling 

Career Assessment/Counseling 
 

260-824-9353 
604 Greenbriar Drive, Bluffton, IN 46714 

2155 N Main St          (260) 824-9643 
Interurban Park 
Bluffton, IN  46714 

Dan Geimer, Gemologist(GIA)   
 
www.daniels-jewelers.net 
Dan & Jane Geimer Parishioners 

 

    GORDON & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C.  

Attorneys 
 

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell 
 Michelle Adler, David Anthony, 

And Matt Hayes 
 

260-824-9377 
Dan Gordon, Parishioner 

         

 

 

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
Charles Thompson 

260-824-3049                                                 
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p                    

 
Kris Thompson– 260-820-2333 
Kent Thompson– 260-307-6584 

Bekkee Thompson– 260-273-6354 
Kris Thompson, Parishioner  

The Grover Company 
 

Property Management 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

 

260-820-0638 
Bret Grover 

 

Knights of Columbus  
Father Aloysius Phillips Council 7555 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         

 
 
 
  

 

It’s a child, not a 
choice… 

Abortion does not make 
you “un-pregnant”, it 
makes you the mother 

of a dead child. 

 
 

         

 

Parishioners 

3320 East State Road 124 
Bluffton, IN  46714 

260-824-3852      
Douglas L. Cale 
Mitch Harnish     

(260) 273-1768 
Creativethreads@hotmail.com 

New Patients Welcome  
105 West Harvest Road, Bluffton IN 

South Main across from Kroger 
260-824-3424 

 
Dr. Julayne Miller, Parishioner 

Sam Haiflich, Parishioner  
St. Aloysius Parish, Yoder, IN 

 

Spread  love  
everywhere you go. 

Let no one ever 
come to you  

without leaving 

happier. 
 

-St. Mother Teresa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Email:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com 
Phone: 260-433-5544 
Website: HornMediation.com 

John Horn MS, MBA– Parishioner 

* Listed on Indiana Registry of Approved Court Mediators 
* Member of the Indiana Association of Mediators 
* No fee for initial consultation 

 

 

116 E. Dustman Road, Bluffton 
260.824.4263   

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9-5 
 

109 E. Huntington St., Montpelier 
765.209.4614 

Tuesday 12-5 & Friday 9-12 

3155 S. State Rd 

* Taking New Patients 
* Emergency Exams Available 

P:   260-824-2442 
F:   260-824-8101 

Awesome Hair 
122 N. Johnson St. 

Bluffton, IN 
Carmie Anderson,  

parishioner 

GETZ MEDICAL SUITES 
1335 Getz Road 
Fort Wayne, IN  46804 
www.carterhearingclinics.com 

260-436-6400 * 877-436-6401 

Jennifer L. Wagner, AuD, 
Parishioner 

 

 

mailto:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com�

