


MERRY CHRISTMAS!  
    Merry Christmas! As we enter this Christmas season, may the peace 
and joy of Jesus Christ be with you and your families and remain with you 
forever! This Christmas will, for most of us, be quite different than      
previous years. Yet, the reason we celebrate remains the same: “For today 
in the city of David a savior has been born for you who is Christ and 
Lord” (Luke 2:11). 
    During these times, my mind keeps wandering back to the words of 
Pope Francis’ Urbi et Orbi in March. Given all that has occurred in the 
world, that this is truly “a time to choose what matters and what passes 
away, a time to separate what is necessary from what is not. It is a time to 
get our lives back on track with regard to you, Lord, and to others.” What 
a beautiful sentiment to take into this Christmas season! 
    As we celebrate the Incarnation of Jesus Christ, may we seek out what 
is truly important in this life. Through the love of family and friends, may 
we come to encounter the love of God. May we know His peace and joy at 
every moment and may it lead us joyously into this New Year! 
     Faithfully in Christ, Fr. David 
 
 
 
As is our parish tradition, St. Joseph’s offers a gift to every parish family 
(and all those joining us this weekend!) as a part of our Christmas and 
Easter celebrations. This Christmas, thanks to the assistance of the       
St. Joseph Women’s Group, we are able to gift the entire parish two 
books: I Heard God Laugh: A Practical Guide to Life’s Essential Daily 
Habit and Do Something Beautiful for God: The Essential Teachings of 
Mother Teresa. 
    I Heard God Laugh is the newest book from Dynamic 
Catholic’s Matthew Kelly. In this quick read, Kelly offers a 
variety of insights into the necessity of the spiritual life and 
challenges the reader to ensure that they are nurturing and 
feeding their soul. 

    Do Something Beautiful for God offers a brief biography of 
St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta. The remainder of the book    
offers a different quote from Mother Teresa for each day of the 
calendar year to be used in prayerful meditation. These quotes 
can be used as the spiritual nourishment that Matthew Kelly 
speaks of in I Heard God Laugh. 

    We hope you find these books useful and the insights they offer to be 
spiritual nourishing as we celebrate the Incarnation of Jesus Christ and 
prepare to enter into a New Year! Thank you for your kindness! 

‘Thank You’ to everyone who sent a Christmas 
card, made homemade cookies and candy, gave 
gift cards and Christmas gifts. May you receive 

God’s abundant blessings and the desires of your 
heart in the coming new year.  

Merry Christmas! 
Michelle OUR BULLETIN COVER 

A very special THANK YOU to Andrew  
Hartman, Grade 12, for sharing your God-given 

talent with us through this beautiful  
bulletin cover. 

Angels we have heard on high Sweetly 
singing o’er the plains, And the mountains 

in reply Echo back their joyous strains. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your 
joyous strains prolong? Say what may the 

tidings be Which inspire your  
heavenly song. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

Come to Bethlehem and see Him whose 
birth the angels sing. Come, adore on 

bended knee Christ, the Lord, the  
new-born King. 

Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 



Christmas means so many things to me. One thing that means a lot is spending time with my family. We 
put up the tree and ornaments, make cookies, and on Christmas Eve, we always drive around and look at 
the lights after Church. I love seeing my family’s faces when they open up the gifts I give to them. But the 
thing that means the most to me is that it is Jesus’ birthday.    Anna Hartman - Grade 4 

What Christmas means to me, is getting ready 
to take a nap on Christmas Eve so when it’s 

time for the Christmas Vigil Mass I’m not tired. 
It’s the frantically trying to get grades up  

before the end of the semester. It’s the Church 
getting all decorated and giving off the warm. 

It’s seeing friends and family that you don’t 
always get to see. 

Brendan McCorkle - Grade 12 

What Christmas Means to Me - By Josephine Andrews, Grade 6 
There are a lot of things that make Christmas well, Christmas. Of course, there's the 
presents, “Santa Claus” and the smells of dinner wafting from the kitchen, decorating 
the tree, the smell of the crisp cool air.  But what it really means to me is being to-
gether as a family. It also means caring and giving to those who can't care for them-
selves. It's the day Jesus was born in that little stable in Bethlehem. The way he sac-
rificed himself for us inspires me to sacrifice what I can for others, especially during 
the Christmas season. So what Christmas means to me is, caring, loving, family and 
friends, caroling, cooking, and going to Mass on Christmas Eve together as a family 
to go celebrate Jesus’ birth. That's what Christmas means to me.  

I like Christmas. It is Jesus’ birthday. We get to see our 
family. I get to play with my cousin. Grandma makes 
cookies. We go to Mass on Christmas Eve. I stay up  
really late. Santa comes and we got a Lego train. Mom 
and I shop for presents for the tree at Church. I really 
like Christmas.   Lucas Streeter - Grade 2 

What Christmas means to me is a day to celebrate the 

day Jesus was born.  I like to celebrate Christmas  

by spreading joy.  Olivia Hoffacker - Grade 2 

There are so many things I think about when it comes to Christmas. The first thing I think about is Jesus’ birth! While 
my family and I are in the car on our way to my grandma’s house. We sing happy birthday to him. Second, being 
with my family! I love being with my family. On Christmas Eve my little brother usually sleeps in my sister or my 
room. Last, I think about the faces I will see when people open the gifts I have got for them! Every December my 
family except my mom all go shopping together to look for present for her! Christmas is my favorite holiday, and time 
of year because all the special meaning it has!   Addison Roembke - Grade 7 

There is no doubt Christmas is a wonderful time of year. It’s a time to share joy and gifts with family 
and friends. Christmas is a unique and festive season which brings us closer to each other through 
parties, celebrations, and fun traditions. For most of us Christmas this year, in the midst of the pan-
demic, is going to look a little different than normal. With social distancing and recommended re-
strictions on group gatherings, Christmas may be a little less exciting, a little quieter, and a little lone-
lier than usual. Some may see this as a dreadful way to spend the Christmas time, but I will embrace 
it. Embrace the isolation and use it as a time to reflect and be reverent during the Advent season. The 
pandemic gives you the perfect opportunity to be around your immediate family members and to sim-
ply slow down on a season which would typically be hectic. 
Use this time of being alone, to be in the silence and darkness to remember God came into the world 
to be like you, so you could be more like him. Remember he lives in you always and calls out to you 
in the silence. Christmas means to me a time of spreading joy and having fun, but most important for 
me, it’s a time to reflect and grow closer to God. Christmas this year may not be the one you’re fa-
miliar to, or even the Christmas you want, but it may be the most important.  Justin Mayer - Grade 12 



                                           
                                        

 

  

Joan Phelps, (Parishioner) 

M.A., NCC, LMHC, LCAC, CADAC, ICAC, CCDP-D 
 

Licensed Mental Health Counselor 
Individual, Marriage / Family Counseling 

Addictions Counseling 
Spiritual/Pastoral Counseling 

Career Assessment/Counseling 
 

260-824-9353 
604 Greenbriar Drive, Bluffton, IN 46714 

2155 N Main St          (260) 824-9643 
Interurban Park 
Bluffton, IN  46714 

Dan Geimer, Gemologist(GIA)   
 
www.daniels-jewelers.net 
Dan & Jane Geimer Parishioners 

 

    GORDON & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C.  

Attorneys 
 

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell 
 Michelle Adler, David Anthony, 

And Matt Hayes 
 

260-824-9377 
Dan Gordon, Parishioner 

         

 

 

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
Charles Thompson 

260-824-3049                                                 
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p                    

 
Kris Thompson– 260-820-2333 
Kent Thompson– 260-307-6584 

Bekkee Thompson– 260-273-6354 
Kris Thompson, Parishioner  

The Grover Company 
 

Property Management 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

 

260-820-0638 
Bret Grover 

 

Knights of Columbus  
Father Aloysius Phillips Council 7555 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         

 
 
 
  

 

It’s a child, not a 
choice… 

Abortion does not make 
you “un-pregnant”, it 
makes you the mother 

of a dead child. 

 
 

         

 

Parishioners 

3320 East State Road 124 
Bluffton, IN  46714 

260-824-3852      
Douglas L. Cale 
Mitch Harnish     

(260) 273-1768 
Creativethreads@hotmail.com 

New Patients Welcome  
105 West Harvest Road, Bluffton IN 

South Main across from Kroger 
260-824-3424 

 
Dr. Julayne Miller, Parishioner 

Sam Haiflich, Parishioner  
St. Aloysius Parish, Yoder, IN 

 

Spread  love  
everywhere you go. 

Let no one ever 
come to you  

without leaving 

happier. 
 

-St. Mother Teresa 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Email:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com 
Phone: 260-433-5544 
Website: HornMediation.com 

John Horn MS, MBA– Parishioner 

* Listed on Indiana Registry of Approved Court Mediators 
* Member of the Indiana Association of Mediators 
* No fee for initial consultation 

 

 

116 E. Dustman Road, Bluffton 
260.824.4263   

Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 9-5 
 

109 E. Huntington St., Montpelier 
765.209.4614 

Tuesday 12-5 & Friday 9-12 

3155 S. State Rd 

* Taking New Patients 
* Emergency Exams Available 

P:   260-824-2442 
F:   260-824-8101 

Awesome Hair 
122 N. Johnson St. 

Bluffton, IN 
Carmie Anderson,  

parishioner 

GETZ MEDICAL SUITES 
1335 Getz Road 
Fort Wayne, IN  46804 
www.carterhearingclinics.com 

260-436-6400 * 877-436-6401 

Jennifer L. Wagner, AuD, 
Parishioner 
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