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A CHRISTMAS CAROL
By Christina Rossetti

In the bleak mid-winter
Frosty wind made moan,
Earth stood hard as iron,
Water like a stone;
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,
Snow on snow,
In the bleak mid-winter
Long ago.

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him
Nor earth sustain;

Heaven and earth shall flee away
When He comes to reign:

In the bleak midwinter
A stable-place sufficed

The Lord God Almighty
Jesus Christ.

Enough for Him, whom cherubim
Worship night and day,
A breastful of milk
And a mangerful of hay,
Enough for Him, whom angels
Fall down before,
The ox and ass and camel
Which adore.

Angels and archangels
May have gathered there,
Cherubim and seraphim
Thronged the air,
But only His mother
In her maiden bliss
Worshipped the Beloved
With a kiss.

What can I give Him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb,
If I were a Wise Man
I would do my part,—
Yet what I can I give Him,
Give my heart.

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD- DECEMBER 25, 2024

Merry Christmas! Whether you are a lifelong parishioner or a visiting
guest, we are so happy that you have joined us to celebrate the Nativity of our
Lord Jesus Christ! May the Lord fill your hearts with the joy of His peace as
we rejoice together in the birth of the Christ-child. If this is your first time here
at St. Joseph's or if you are recently returning, we would love to welcome you
back every weekend, throughout the Christmas season and beyond!

As quickly as it may have seemed that Christmas has come, may we not
forget that our celebration has only just begun. The joy of Christmas cannot
be contained in a single day, but is instead, in the life of the Church, a season
within itself. I encourage you, keep the tree up! Let the Christmas lights
continue to shine! Continue to play Christmas music! Christ is born! What
more reason do we need to continue this celebration? Continue to rejoice!

PARISH CHRISTMAS GIFTS

“BIBLE BASICS FOR CATHOLICS” BY DR. JOHN BERGSMA
This book may look small, but it contains something ¥
very big inside: a profound summary of God's plan in
Sacred Scripture. Given the size of the Bible, and how
much time and effort it takes to thoroughly explore it, a
little help can go a long way. This book offers more than
a little help.
In Bible Basics for Catholics, Scripture Scholar
Dr. John Bergsma provides us with the big picture of the
Bible by focusing on the covenant story of God's plan for
His children. Employing a conversational style and
simple illustrations throughout the book, Bergsma helps
us to understand the ancient world of the Bible and
discover how it is still meaningful for their lives today.

A HISTORIC ORNAMENT FOR OUR PARISH FAMILY (1875- 2025)

In just a few days, as we welcome the coming New
Year, our parish begins celebrating her sesquicentennial
anniversary. To mark the start of this momentous event,
we have a special a gift to our Parish Family: A Parish
Christmas Ornament. The ornament sports our parish logo,
highlighting the year our parish was first recognized by the
Diocese of Fort Wayne (1875). The surrounding “stained
glass” on the ornament helps to call to mind the beautiful
stained glass windows that adorn our parish Church.

With humble gratitude to everyone
who sent a card or Christmas gift:
Thank you!

I would like to thank the
Adult Choir, Children’s Choir,
Cantors and Musicians
for all your hard work
in preparing for
our Christmas Liturgies.
May you all have a very
Blessed Christmas Season.
Teresa

To my Parish Family, May God
bless you and your family
abundantly in the
coming New Year.
Know of my continued prayers
for you and your family!
Michelle
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C@ Becky Biberstein, Michael Green, Frances Carr, Tom Richhart, Troy Cook, Bobbie Jackson, Kimberly Abney, Sydnee Bradburn, Leanne Lee, Jeff

Tillman, and Richard Payne.



"What Christmas Means To Me..."
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“To celebrate the birth of Christ, and“

1474

“Christmas means open presents, building
a snowman, hot chocolate, family, writing
letters to Santa, going outside, celebrating
Jesus’ birthday. Getting Christmas trees
to set up in the house. Its’ the holiday of
being with my family and feeling of love.”
by Hunter Lehman, grade 2
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It is the caring for one
= another, it is also a time of -
" reflection and prayer. That is what ~
17/ Christmas means to me.”

i by Joao Carloes Calduro, Grade 8
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“What Christmas means to me is my family
and friends seeing me and
getting presents and the birth of Jesus.” Christmas means that Jesus
by Anna Lynn Felger, Grade 5 was born. I love going to Mass
; and praying on Christmas day.
by Louis Andrews, Grade 4

“Christmas means a way of expressing your gratification
and appreciation of others through physical gifts,
because our love for one another is incomprehensible .
We try to express it through gift giving.”
by Luke Dreiband, Grade 12

“The joy of Christmas and celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ; and even though He
was just a baby He was the Messiah, The True King. Jesus was born in a stable in Beth-
lehem in the city of David. The joy of Christmas is finding Jesus.

Another thing that Christmas means to me is spending time with family and friends.
Another thing is rejoicing because Jesus has been born. Also, that Jesus chose a human
loving mother named Mary to protect Him and care for Him. Jesus chose a poor
family to be His family, he didn’t want to be rich because He wanted every family to
love Him. He chose a raggedy stable to be His birthplace.

It makes me happy because Jesus did a big sacrifice for me.”

By Sophia Spisak, Grade 4
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1595 HARRISON PLZ

BLUFFTON, IN 46714

PHONE: 260-827-0616
FAX: 260-827-0625

Francisco Sanchez, Parishioner

Country Road Primitives
{  Gifts & Home Decor
‘,) 24486E - 350 N, Bluffton !
Hours: Friday & Saturday
10amto 4 pm.

Or by appointment:
260-273-0222

L DING ™ HANDS
PREGNANCY « FAMILY = COMMUNITY
116 E. Dustman Rd.,, Bluffton-260.824.4263
Monday, Wednesday

& Thursday 9am-5pm
Serving All Surrounding Areas
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(260)824-9643
2155N. MAIN ST,, BLUFFTON, IN

www.daniels-jewelers.net
Dan and Jane Geimer, Parishioners

DUNWID,
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Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbmg, Inc.

702 W. Washington St. Bluffton, IN

(260) 824-1999

«HEATING & COOLING (Service All Brands)
«PLUMBING «RADIANT FLOOR HEAT
Free Estimates « Insured « License No. - CP 89100065

AARMSTRONG
L=AIR The Professwnals Choice

Cmwmooes.

<‘2 = p
o~ CHEVROLET
) L.J} Auls
www.hkfamilyauto. com
624 IN-930, New Haven, IN 46774
260-748-1000
Eric Perrine - Service Manager
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i 2 | “Service customers and the
— community for over 70 years”

Keep your smile bright!

HOT'T

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Bartholomew L. Hott
706 N. Main St, Bluffton, IN 46714

P:  260-824-2442 F: 260-824-8101
hottfamilydenistry.com

GORDON & ASSOCIATES, P.C., Attorneys

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell, Michelle Adler,
Matt Hayes, and Brigitte Washburn
260-824-9377

Dan Gordon, Parishioner
Matt Hayes, Parishioner
St. Vincent de Paul

GOODWIN - CALE & HARNISH
MEMORIAL CHAPEL

3320 East State Road 124
Bluffton, IN 46714

260-824-3852
Douglas L. Cale / Mitch Harnish

El Camino Real
Authentic Mexican Food

Juan & Rosa Ortiz, Family, Parishioners

2185 Commerce Dr.
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 565-3300

Sam Haiflich & Lisa Haiflich: The Haiflich Team

Thursday’s: 3pm-8pm
Friday’s: 3pm-8pm
Saturday’s: Noon-8pm
See us on Facebook &
Instagram!

. The Herr Family
dash90wines.com
Parishioners

HIDAY MOTORS, INC

1791 N Main St | Bluffton | IN | 46714

NICk Boratenski
260-824-1931
WWW . HIDAYCHRYSLERDODGEJEEP COM
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“Hear what you’ve been missing.”
(260) 706-2558
www.ExperienceAudiology.com

Dr. Jennifer L. Wagner, Au.D.
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/ FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Thomas Obergfell
Fort Wayne Market President

(260-715-1747
TObergfell@NotreDameFCU.com
800/522/6611 * NotreDameFCU.com

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING
Residential and Commercial
1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton

Charles Thompson
260-824-3049
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p

Kris Thompson, Parishioner- 260-820-2333
Kent Thompson- 260-307-6584
Bekkee Thompson- 260-273-6354

Thoma/Rich, Lemler

Funeral Home

Proud to be mely Owned & Operated
Building Upon the Thoma Tradition for Over 170 Years!
260-824-3850 « www.thomarich.com

Colin Z. Andrews

m ANDREW¢
GRELL Parishioner
Tel: (260) 824-4049
Fax: (260) 827-5099
candrews@andrewsandcrell.com
www.andrewsandcrell.com
Bluffton: 116 S. Main St., Bluffton, IN 46714
Fort Wayne: 7617 W Jefferson Blvd., Suite F
Fort Wayne, IN 46804

Knights of Columbus
Father Aloysius Phillips, Council 7555

“Saint Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the
upright guardian of those entrusted to his care. May
he always guard, protect and enlighten families.”

- St. John Paul Il

Before you spedk....
(K
T-is it true?
h - is it helpful?
i -isitinspiring?

- is it necessary?
k -is it kind?




