Merry Christmas

and

A Blessed New Year!

Dear God,
Thank you for
giving us your son,
Jesus Christ...
your priceless gift,
. your precious blessing,
your perfect love.
— Amen.

St. Joseph Catholic Community
1300 N. Main St.
Bluffton, IN 46714
260-824-1380/stjosephchurch@adamswells.com
www.stjosephchurchbluffton.org



POINSETTIA- THE MEXICAN

“Flower of the Holy Night”
Dr. Joel Poinsett was U.S. ambassador to Mexico
in the early 1800s. In 1829 when he returned
home, he brought with him a plant that the Mexi-
can people called “flower of the Holy Night” We
call it the poinsettia, after Dr. Poinsett, and use it as
a favorite Christmas plant.

It has a fable origin: Long ago, on Christmas Eve, a poor child made
his way to Church in great sadness because he had no gift to offer the
Christ child. Not daring to enter the church, he knelt humbly on the
ground outside and prayed, tearfully telling the Lord of his great desire to
offer a gift. Unwilling to approach with empty hands, he finally rose only
to behold springing up at his feet a plant with dazzling red, spectacular
blooms. This was the answer to his prayers. These blossoms he took to the
teet of the Christ child.

Since then, the “flower of the Holy Night” has spread through the
whole country, blooming each year at Christmas with such glorious aban-
don that the very sight of it fills believers with the spirit of this season of
the Savior’s birth. - The Catholic Source Book.
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+ CHRISTMAS

; N May the God of hope fill you with all joy
Wy and peace as you trust in him, so that you
t y may overflow with hope by the power

A \’ of the Holy Spirit.

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of the dear Saviour’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining,

Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,

According to tradition, Francis of Assisi be-

gan the practice of using mangers at Christ- For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.
mas time. Sometimes called the “Saint of the Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices!
Incarnation,” Francis believed that of all the O night divine, © gt wiver Lhirist was borm:

O night, O holy night, O night divine!
ways God has revealed his love, none is more
Led by the light of faith serenely beaming,

total and tangible than the Incarnation of his With glowing hearts by His cradie we stand.

it oien’ tal A So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming, NIG T
S(?n' So it isn’t s1.1rpr1s1ng that .fOI‘ the ml.d Here come the Wise Men from Orient land.
night Mass, Christmas 1223, in a cave in The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger;

. . .. In all our trials born to be our friend.
Greccio, Italy, Francis presented a living re-

enactment of the nativity scene. This visual He knows our need, to our weakness is no stranger,

. ) Behold your King! Before him lowly bend!
and creative- and apparently first- Behold your King! Before him lowly bend!
commemoration of Christ’s birth has now Truly He taught us to love one another; H
Tes : His law is love and His gospel is peace.
become traditional. Creche is a French word Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother,
meaning manger or crib. - The Catholic And in His name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
Source Book Let all within us praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever,
His power and glory evermore proclaim!
His power and glory evermore proclaim!
rOR
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What Christmas Means to Me...
By Emma Roembke — Grade 6

% What Christmas Means To Me...
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Christmas is not all about gifts; it's about

family. Some think it's all about what they @ %
food and . 1 HAs BEEN ‘/é It means celebrating all He has given us,
ood and money. Don't give people sass or , BORN FOR US, all that He has done for ue
rudeness..say thanks, ayd appreciate A SONTE Sg;’EN : and all that He thinks about us.

that they got something for you. ~ AUTHORITY RESTS ’ It means spending time with family,
Some people don't get things for - UPON Hlx; AND - and practicing our family traditions.

Christmas, they just stay with family. And s J';s:':_ °

just remember, it's all about family and Jesus © o ISAIA 936, MATTHEW 125

being born. So, be thankful on Christmas and
give instead of being greedy of getting.

For me Christmas has always been about this:

contemplating the visit of God to his people.
Your Friend,

Alex Mechling- Grade 4 POPE FRANCIS
For me Christmas means the joy of family, 8th Grade Confirmation Class
the joy of generosity, What Christmas means to ME...

and the joy of Christ.
A time to give. A time to celebrate Jesus with your
friends and family.

A time to help people and celebrate the birth of Jesus,
A time to celebrate Jesus. A time to be thankful for
what you have, make the best of it,
and help with those who have it bad.

Sam Witwer, Grade 12

Some people say that they can’t wait till Christ-

mas because of all the presents. Well let me just A time for family to come together and

tell you that Christmas is NOT about the pre- ME celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ,

sents. If Jesus was never on this earth then we A time to celebrate with friends and family; also,
wouldn’t have Christmas at all. He opened the celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.

gates of heaven and that is the best gift of all. To

me Christmas is about the family and Jesus is The older I get the more thankful for Christmas |

become. As my siblings start their own lives and
move away, the less I am able to see them. Christmas

how many presents can I get thing. To me at brings all of us together in celebration most years. J\&

part of that family. In my family we treat Christ-
mas more of a birthday party for Jesus more than

Christmas time it makes me happy to give than Beyond the family celebrations, I connect with God
to get and I like to give a lot more than to get. So  more and more as each Christmas comes. My faith in

to mainly wrap it up I think to me Christmas His everlasting loves strengthens and grows. I feel
means family and a time to celebrate the birth of God all around me, but especially during Christmas O -
Jesus. time. To me, Christmas means the love

of God and family. /7f AO:(
Thank you for reading this, Oriana Makowski, Grade 12 7\ .

Cassie Coyne, Grade 5

Gabby Hoffacker, Grade 1
says Christmas for her means...

It means “special” to me because it is Jesus’ birthday.
Christmas is all about spending time with my family.




St. Joseph Council
Of Catholic Women

NCCW Affiliate

DUNWIDDIE, HEATING,
PLUMBING & A/C
824-1999

Over 25 yrs. Experience
Commercial & Residential
Armstrong Furnaces & A/C
Geo- Open & Close Loops

Boilers & Floor Heat Systems

Duct Work & Sheet Metal

Well & Sump Pumps

Doug Dunwiddie, Parishioner

GORDON & ASSOCIATES,
P.C.
Attorneys

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell
Michelle Adler, David Anthony,
And Matt Hayes

260-824-9377
Dan Gordon, Parishioner

2155 N Main St
Interurban Park
Bluffton, IN 46714

N .
Damniel's
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Dan Geimer, Gemologist(GIA)

(260) 824-9643

www.daniels-jewelers.net
Dan & Jane Geimer Parishioners
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Pregnancy Resource Center

116 E. Dustman Road, Bluffton
260-824-4263 or
admin@helpinghandscpc.org
www.helpinghandscpc.org
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 9-5

109 E. Huntington St., Montpelier
765-209-4614
Wednesday & Friday from 10-4

Awesome Hair

122 N. Johnson St.
Bluffton, IN
Carmie Anderson,
parishioner
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Sam Haiflich

Auctioneer/Broker

BEKM

m Sam@bkmauction.com
(B

Cell: 260-740-7299
1085 N. Main St. 260-824-3982
Bluffton, IN 46714 260-622-1000

Sam Haiflich, Parishioner
St. Aloysius Parish, Yoder, IN

The Grover Company

Property Management
Fully Licensed and Insured

260-820-0638
Bret Grover
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Goodwin - Cale & Harnish

Memorial Chapel
3320 East State Road 124
Bluffton, IN 46714

Carl P. Goodwin - (1922-2008)

LARRY E. MOCK
Attorney at Law
Wells County Public Defender
Criminal Law/Family Law
Se Habla Espanol

201 West Market Street
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 820-2671

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING
Residential and Commercial
1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton

Charles Thompson
Kris & Kent
260-824-3049
Open by Appointment
Home: 260-824-0003
Kris Thompson Cell # 820-2333
Kent Thompson Cell # 307-6584
Kris Thompson, Parishioner

\ czssomi{&

218 S. Maiw St., Bluffton,; IN
260-824-8112
Chuck & Sue Kristek

David L. Goodwin zitros@msn.com
D0}1glas L. Cﬁ‘le Larry E. Mock, Parishioner
Mitch Harnish
. Knights of Columbus
A C_aﬂﬂﬂo Real Father Aloysius Phillips Council 7555
Authentic Mexican Foed
2185 Commerce Dr.,

Bluffton - 565-3300

Juan 8 Rosa Ortiz,
Parishioners

It’s a child, not a
- choice...
~ Abortion does not make
you “un-pregnant”, it
makes you the mother
of a dead child.
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To our men and women

in uniform...
past, present and future,

\ Thank you and
m God Bless You!

Insured / Certified
Free Estimates

Auto & Upholstery
Pet Odor Control

G5 CARPET Pills
CARPET CLEANING
260-824-0821

Residential & Commercial

Gary Mann
Owner/Operator

(260) 273-1768
Creativethreads@hotmail.com

Creative Theeadys

EMBROIDERY & MORE

2

S\

3155 S. State Rd

KERRY & TRACY COYNE Bluffton, Indiana 46714

Parishioners

HOT'T

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Hott Family Dentistry LLC
Bartholomew [, Hott DDS

706 N Main St
Bluffton, IN 46714

P: 260-824-2442

TYEGER'S
PIZZA PARLOUR

239 M. MALM ST.
BLUFFTOM, I

(HEKT TO SUBWAY)

2 years!

WWW.TYEGERSPIZZA.COM

260-824-3850

Orchard Crossing
4716 Mingis Rd., Suite 10
Fart Wayne, IN 45804

CARTER

Jennifer L. Wagner, AuD
Boctor of Audiofogy
Board Certified in Audiology

+ Hoaring Evaluations

+ Hearing Aics

+ Assistive Listening Devices
* Hearing Prataction Devices
+ Spacialty Hearing Systams

Phone: 260-436-6400 « Tollfree number; 877-436-6401
www.carterhearingelinics.com

F: 260-824-8101

'

Bluffton

Family Eye Care

New Patients Welcome
105 West Harvest Road, Bluffton IN
South Main across from Kroger
260-824-3424

Dr. Julayne Miller, Parishioner

LEARN  from yesterday
LIVE for today
HOPE for tomorrow

7beca.use
i&ﬂ / it’s_ agver.
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because it hap%?:qlgg.

Before you spedk....
(TN

- is it true?
h - is it helpful?
i -is it inspiring?

- is it necessary?
k -is it kind?

S

HON & T
WIoJan,
éy \o
HORN E SERVICES, LLC

Spread love

everywhere you go.
Let no one ever

Geuding Yout Back On Course

Email:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com

Phone: 260-433-5544
Website: HornMediation.com

John Horn MS, MBA- Parishioner

* Listed on Indiana Registry of Approved Court Mediators
* Member of the Indiana Association of Mediators

* No fee for initial consultation

come to you
without leaving

bappien.

-Mother Teresa
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