


POINSETTIA– THE MEXICAN  
  “Flower of the Holy Night” 

Dr. Joel Poinsett was U.S. ambassador to Mexico 
in the early 1800s. In 1829 when he returned 
home, he brought with him a plant that the Mexi-
can people called “flower of the Holy Night.” We 
call it the poinsettia, after Dr. Poinsett, and use it as 
a favorite Christmas plant. 

     It has a fable origin: Long ago, on Christmas Eve, a poor child made 
his way to Church in great sadness because he had no gift to offer the 
Christ child. Not daring to enter the church, he knelt humbly on the 
ground outside and prayed, tearfully telling the Lord of his great desire to 
offer a gift. Unwilling to approach with empty hands, he finally rose only 
to behold springing up at his feet a plant with dazzling red, spectacular 
blooms. This was the answer to his prayers. These blossoms he took to the 
feet of the Christ child. 
     Since then, the “flower of the Holy Night” has spread through the 
whole country, blooming each year at Christmas with such glorious aban-
don that the very sight of it fills believers with the spirit of this season of 
the Savior’s birth. - The Catholic Source Book. 

Nativity Scenes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

According to tradition, Francis of Assisi be-

gan the practice of using mangers at Christ-

mas time. Sometimes called the “Saint of the 

Incarnation,” Francis believed that of all the 

ways God has revealed his love, none is more 

total and tangible than the Incarnation of his 

Son. So it isn’t surprising that for the mid-

night Mass, Christmas 1223, in a cave in 

Greccio, Italy, Francis presented a living re-

enactment of the nativity scene. This visual 

and creative– and apparently first-

commemoration of Christ’s birth has now 

become traditional. Creche is a French word 

meaning manger or crib. - The Catholic 

Source Book 

The Three Nativity Gifts  
Matthew 2:11 

 
Gold, for the royalty of Jesus 

Frankincense, for the divinity 
of Jesus 

Myrrh, for the Passion of 
death of Jesus 

 
The Three Wise Men who 

came to seek and honor the 
infant Jesus were 

Gaspar, Balthasar and 
Melchior 

 



8th Grade Confirmation Class 
What Christmas means to ME… 

 
A time to give. A time to celebrate Jesus with your 

friends and family. 
A time to help people and celebrate the birth of Jesus. 

A time to celebrate Jesus. A time to be thankful for 
what you have, make the best of it,  

and help with those who have it bad. 
 A time for family to come together and  

celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 
A time to celebrate with friends and family; also, 

celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Christmas is not all about gifts; it's about  
family. Some think it's all about what they 
get and not giving to someone in need of 
food and money. Don't give people sass or 

rudeness...say thanks, and appreciate 
 that they got something for you.  
Some people don't get things for  

Christmas, they just stay with family. And 
just remember, it's all about family and Jesus 
being born. So, be thankful on Christmas and 

give instead of being greedy of getting.   
 

Your Friend, 
Alex Mechling– Grade 4 

What Christmas Means to Me... 
By Emma Roembke – Grade 6 

 
To me Christmas means Jesus’ birth.  

It means celebrating all He has given us, 
all that He has done for us,  

and all that He thinks about us.  
It means spending time with family,  
and practicing our family traditions. 

The older I get the more thankful for Christmas I  
become. As my siblings start their own lives and 

move away, the less I am able to see them. Christmas 
brings all of us together in celebration most years. 

Beyond the family celebrations, I connect with God 
more and more as each Christmas comes. My faith in 

His everlasting loves strengthens and grows. I feel 
God all around me, but especially during Christmas 

time. To me, Christmas means the love  
of God and family.  

Oriana Makowski, Grade 12 

Some people say that they can’t wait till Christ-
mas because of all the presents. Well let me just 
tell you that Christmas is NOT about the pre-
sents. If Jesus was never on this earth then we 
wouldn’t have Christmas at all. He opened the 
gates of heaven and that is the best gift of all. To 
me Christmas is about the family and Jesus is 
part of that family. In my family we treat Christ-
mas more of a birthday party for Jesus more than 
how many presents can I get thing. To me at 
Christmas time it makes me happy to give than 
to get and I like to give a lot more than to get. So 
to mainly wrap it up I think to me Christmas 
means family and a time to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. 
 
Thank you for reading this, 
Cassie Coyne, Grade 5 

Gabby Hoffacker, Grade 1 
says Christmas for her means... 

It means “special” to me because it is Jesus’ birthday.    
Christmas is all about spending time with my family.  

For me Christmas has always been about this: 
contemplating the visit of God to his people. 

 
POPE FRANCIS 

For me Christmas means the joy of family,  
the joy of generosity,  
and the joy of Christ. 
 
Sam Witwer, Grade 12 



                                           
                                        

 

 

 
 
 

Carl P. Goodwin -  (1922-2008) 
David L. Goodwin 

Douglas L. Cale 
Mitch Harnish 

DUNWIDDIE, HEATING,  
PLUMBING & A/C 

824-1999 
Over 25 yrs. Experience 

Commercial & Residential 
Armstrong Furnaces & A/C 
Geo– Open & Close Loops 

Boilers & Floor Heat Systems 
Duct Work & Sheet Metal 

Well & Sump Pumps 
Doug Dunwiddie, Parishioner 

2155 N Main St          (260) 824-9643 
Interurban Park 
Bluffton, IN  46714 

Dan Geimer, Gemologist(GIA)   
 
www.daniels-jewelers.net 
Dan & Jane Geimer Parishioners 

GORDON & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C.  

Attorneys 
 

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell 
 Michelle Adler, David Anthony, 

And Matt Hayes 
 

260-824-9377 
Dan Gordon, Parishioner 

 

     
 

         

 

Awesome Hair 
122 N. Johnson St. 

Bluffton, IN 
Carmie Anderson,  

parishioner 

Auto & Upholstery 
  Pet Odor Control 

Insured / Certified 
   Free Estimates 

Residential & Commercial 

Gary Mann 
Owner/Operator 

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
Charles Thompson 

Kris & Kent      
260-824-3049                                                 

Open by Appointment                                    
Home: 260-824-0003                    

Kris Thompson Cell # 820-2333 
Kent Thompson Cell # 307-6584 

Kris Thompson, Parishioner 

The Grover Company 
 

Property Management 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

 

260-820-0638 
Bret Grover 

 

Knights of Columbus  
Father Aloysius Phillips Council 7555 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         
 

 
 
 

 

It’s a child, not a 
choice… 

Abortion does not make 
you “un-pregnant”, it 
makes you the mother 

of a dead child. 

 
 

         

LARRY E. MOCK 
Attorney at Law 

Wells County Public Defender 
Criminal Law/Family Law 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

201 West Market Street   
Bluffton, IN 46714 

(260) 820-2671 
zitros@msn.com 

Larry E. Mock, Parishioner 

Parishioners 

Goodwin - Cale & Harnish 
Memorial Chapel 
3320 East State Road 124 

Bluffton, IN  46714 

(260) 273-1768 
Creativethreads@hotmail.com 

St. Joseph Council 
Of Catholic Women 

 
NCCW Affiliate 

New Patients Welcome  
105 West Harvest Road, Bluffton IN 

South Main across from Kroger 
260-824-3424 

 
Dr. Julayne Miller, Parishioner 

Thank you and 

God Bless You! 

To our men and women  

in uniform… 

past, present and future, 

Sam Haiflich, Parishioner  
St. Aloysius Parish, Yoder, IN 

 

218 S. Main St., Bluffton, IN   
260-824-8112 

Chuck & Sue Kristek 

 

Spread  love  
everywhere you go. 

Let no one ever 
come to you  

without leaving 

happier. 
 

-Mother Teresa 

 827-
0700 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Email:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com 
Phone: 260-433-5544 
Website: HornMediation.com 

John Horn MS, MBA– Parishioner 

* Listed on Indiana Registry of Approved Court Mediators 
* Member of the Indiana Association of Mediators 
* No fee for initial consultation 

 

         LEARN   from yesterday 
        LIVE      for today 
        HOPE    for tomorrow 

116 E. Dustman Road, Bluffton 
260-824-4263 or 

admin@helpinghandscpc.org 
www.helpinghandscpc.org 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 9-5 
 

109 E. Huntington St., Montpelier 
765-209-4614 

Wednesday & Friday from 10-4 

3155 S. State Rd 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Florida+Council+of+Catholic+Women&Form=IQFRDR�
mailto:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com�
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