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O Little Town Of Bethlehem

O little town of Bethlehem

How still we see thee lie

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by

Yet in thy dark streets shineth

The everlasting Light

The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight

For Christ is born of Mary

And gathered all above

While mortals sleep, the angels keep
Their watch of wondering love

O morning stars together

Proclaim the holy birth

And praises sing to God the King
And Peace to men on earth

How silently, how silently

The wondrous gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts

The blessings of His heaven.

No ear may his His coming,

But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him still,
The dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem
Descend to us, we pray

Cast out our sin and enter in
Be born to us today

We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell

O come to us, abide with us
Our Lord Emmanuel

Thanking God for You And Wishing You
His abundant blessings this Christmas!

A heartfelt 'Thank You' to everyone who sent a
Christmas card, made homemade cookies and
candy, dave dift cards and Christmas gifts. I am
truly blessed! May you receive God’s abundant
blessings and the desires of your hearts in the
coming new year.

Merry Christmas!

Michelle

Merry Christmas!
May the joy and peace of Jesus Christ be with you and your family on this day
and everyday! To all visitors joining us today, welcome! Today, we celebrate,
with great joy, the message of Christmas: That God has become man to dwell
among us. God is not distant: He is “Emmanuel”’, which means God-with-us. He
is no stranger; He is Jesus. He desires to be in union with us, if we will let Him.
May we welcome the Christ-child into our hearts.

The readings for our Masses during this day will vary depending on which Mass
you attend. Each of the readings will progress us through salvation history and
the story of the Nativity. In these readings, the good news is made known to us:
Today a Savior is born for us, Christ the Lord (Luke 2:10-11). This day is so tre-
mendous; it cannot be contained in a single day.

The Christmas celebration continues in our liturgical life until the Baptism of the
Lord (January 13). The first twelve days of Christmas (from which comes the
song The Twelve Days of Christmas) are often called Christmastide and lead us
to the Epiphany of the Lord (January 6). The octave of the Epiphany concludes
as we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord and, following this celebration, enter
anew into Ordinary Time. There is much for us to celebrate and rejoice in during
these many days. May we never forget to spend time in prayer as we continue
our Christmas celebrations and truly thank God for that greatest of gifts: The In-
carnation of Jesus Christ.

May the Strength of St. Joseph, the Joy of Mary, and the Peace of the Christ
Child fill our hearts this Christmas Day. ~Fr. David

The History of the Nativity

St. Francis of Assisi created the first nativity in the small town of Greccio, Italy,
on Christmas Eve in 1223. Having returned from pilgrimage to Bethlehem, St.
Francis was so moved by what he experienced that he sought to share his joy
with the people of Greccio. Receiving permission from Pope Honorius lll, he
crafted his life-sized Nativity in a small cave just outside of the city. As St.
Bonaventure relates, St. Francis “preached to the people around the nativity of
the poor King; and, being unable to utter His name for the tenderness of His
love, He called Him the Babe of Bethlehem.”

/Wﬂﬁ the peace and. ﬁqﬁe’ v

Dear Friends,

I want to take this opportunity to wish each and everyone of
you a very Blessed Christmas and a Holy and Happy New
Year! You are one of my most treasured blessings. Your accep-
tance, kindness and generosity to me shown through your many
daily encounters and your Christmas cards, goodies and gifts
are most appreciated. I consider myself one of the luckiest peo-
ple in the world to be able to minister among and with you.
God bless and keep you all in His Love,

Sr. Rose Clare

i

be with You now and in the ////}éjf akead...

OUR BULLETIN COVER
A very special THANK YOU to Andrew Hartman,
Grade 12, for sharing his God-given talent with us
through his beautiful bulletin cover of Our Blessed
Mother Mary and her son, Jesus. May you continue
to use your talents for all to enjoy!
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What Christmas Means to Me...

Christmas is a time of year to share joy and laughs with those we hold dear to our
hearts. It comes in many shapes and actions, as we all have different and special ways of dis-
playing love to one another. Christmas itself brings a unique and friendly atmosphere to the
lives of those whom celebrate it. Some use it as a time to shop for presents and wrap gifts or
just spending time with those they hold dear. Children may use it as a time to create lists of
long awaited presents in hope Saint Nick will answer. Often, people find contentment in sim-
ply sprucing up their homes in preparation of the big day. These are all ways of actively en-
joying the holidays.

However as Christians, Christmas is time of rejoicing and reflection. Personally, I
find the merits bestowed on Earth by God can be witnessed in even the most ordinary of
tashions. Familiar sights such as pearly snow drifts, chilled starry nights, or warm fires in a
hearth remind us of the beauty of Christmas. Christmas means various things to me and
brings comforting feelings of the season. For me, it means peace, love, and forgiveness to be
shared among the people of the world. Christmas should be used for all of us to remain self-
less and giving. It also means shared festivities with my family. Most importantly, it means
preparation and courteous patience for the celebration of the birth of baby Jesus. And with
that, I wish you all a very Merry Christmas. God Bless. - Mitchel Mayer, Grade 12

Counselor,

Mighty

God,

Everlasting

Father,
Prince of

Peace.
B

£

What Christmas Means to Us...

First Grade Religious Education Class
Averie Pearson- Jesus’ Birthday, getting
presents, and celebrating Jesus’ Birthday.

Mackenzie Bunn- You get presents. | get to
go to my Grandma’s house and

What Christmas Means to Me,

by Illiyana Sailors, Grade 4

I think Christmas means to be nice to everyone and
others and it is not just about presents. It is about
Love, Joy, Peace and Kindness. The second thing
Christmas is about is spending time with our family
and the last thing is Jesus’ Birthday on Christmas.

open presents really fast.
Macy McNabb- Jesus’ Birthday, getting pre-

Christmas in my opinion is about Jesus’ birth. It is like

this huge birthday party, because we decorate the house just

sents, being nice, joy, love, Jesus and God. like a birthday. We also make and decorate cookies.
® d;‘; Also, it means time off school and work. Because who wants
) Y to go to school or work on a holiday? I know I wouldn’t.
L.(SE{,LI;D It also means to spend time with Family and put stress and
Mntow 150 worries aside. Family is one of the best things that happened to
il andd e . . .
Government shall be you, so take the time to get caught up. That is what Christmas
UponHiy shouldery, means to me. By: Adrienne Wagner, Grade 3
i 11 Vame fhal be calv
Henderful, Counselor,
Mighty God, Cretlasting Fathes,
rince of [ eace!
[siah 96
Christmas to me means a time to
Christmas, for some kids it’s a fun time to get unimportant little toys, but be thankful for our blessings and to
Christmas is not about gifts it’s about giving and celebrating Jesus’ birthday. be happy spending time with close
The presents are fun and all but the real reason for Christmas is gathering as and distant family members to

a whole family and give thanks to the birth of our Lord, Jesus. When most
people think of Christmas they think of lights, trees
and presents. When I think about Christmas, I think
about going to Church early Sunday morning, going

The Trué
SPirT of

ChrisTmas
iS LOVG.

to see a lot of family, and spending time with my
mother (Jessica), my father (Kevin), and my brother
(Eli). -Wyatt Girod, Grade 9

celebrate Jesus Christ, our
Savior’s birthday.
- Emma Howell, Grade 6




Mariachi Loco
Mexican Grill

1595 Harrison Plaza
Bluffton, IN 46714

Francisco Sanchez,
Parishioner

DUNWIDDIE, HEATING,
PLUMBING & A/C
824-1999

Over 25 yrs. Experience
Commercial & Residential
Armstrong Furnaces & A/C
Geo- Open & Close Loops

Boilers & Floor Heat Systems

Duct Work & Sheet Metal

Well & Sump Pumps

Doug Dunwiddie, Parishioner

GORDON & ASSOCIATES,
P.C.
Attorneys

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell
Michelle Adler, David Anthony,
And Matt Hayes

260-824-9377
Dan Gordon, Parishioner

2155 N Main St
Interurban Park
Bluffton, IN 46714

N .
Damniel's
Q1N IR 1L, I8, TR S
Dan Geimer, Gemologist(GIA)

(260) 824-9643

www.daniels-jewelers.net
Dan & Jane Geimer Parishioners

.l |.
He@zﬁ Hundy

Pregnancy Resource Center

116 E. Dustman Road, Bluffton

260-824-4263 or
admin@helpinghandscpc.org
www.helpinghandscpc.org

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 9-5

109 E. Huntington St., Montpelier
765-209-4614
Wednesday & Friday from 10-4

Awesome Hair

= 122 N. Johnson St.
g Bluffton, IN
- Carmie Anderson,
parishioner

Sam Haiflich

Auctioneer/Broker

BEKM

Sam@bkmauction.com
(B

Cell: 260-740-7299

1085 N. Main St. 260-824-3982

Bluffton, IN 46714 260-622-1000

Sam Haiflich, Parishioner
St. Aloysius Parish, Yoder, IN

The Grover Company

Property Management
Fully Licensed and Insured

260-820-0638
Bret Grover

jozi]

}1'! X oty Traniter: of Cacing .
[pec}

Goodwin - Cale & Harnish

Memorial Chapel
3320 East State Road 124
Bluffton, IN 46714

Carl P. Goodwin - (1922-2008)
David L. Goodwin
Douglas L. Cale
Mitch Harnish

Advertise Here!

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING
Residential and Commercial
1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton

Charles Thompson

Kris & Kent

260-824-3049

Open by Appointment

Home: 260-824-0003

Kris Thompson Cell # 820-2333

Kent Thompson Cell # 307-6584
Kris Thompson, Parishioner

Advertise Here!

Bl Camino Real
Authentic Mexican Foed
2185 Commerce Dr.,
Bluffton - 565-3300

Juan 8 Rosa Ortiz,
Parishioners

Knights of Columbus
Father Aloysius Phillips Council 7555

It’s a child, not a
5 choice...
~ Abortion does not make
you “un-pregnant”, it
makes you the mother
of a dead child.

wl b

&) 'mq fa“uhes' m
IS*Coynty fOr L@ yehrs!

308 V\ Washington Streetg«

To our men and women
in uniform...
past, present and future,

\ Thank you and
m God Bless You!

Advertise Here!

(260) 273-1768
Creativethreads@hotmail.com

Creative Theeadys

EMBROIDERY & MORE

2

S\

3155 S. State Rd

KERRY & TRACY COYNE Bluffton, Indiana 46714

Parishioners

Advertise Here!

260-824-3850

CARTER

Jennifer L. Wagner, AuD
Boctor of Audiofogy
Board Certified in Audiology

Orchard Crossing
4716 Mingis Rd., Suite 10
Fart Wayne, IN 45804

+ Hoaring Evaluations

+ Hearing Aics

+ Assistive Listening Devices
* Hearing Prataction Devices
+ Spacialty Hearing Systams

Phone: 260-436-6400 « Tollfree number; 877-436-6401
www.carterhearingelinics.com

HOT'T

FAMILY DENTISTRY
Bartholome L. Hott
706 N. Main St, Bluffton, IN 46714

* Taking New Patients
* Emergency Exams Available

P: 260-824-2442
F: 260-824-8101

=

Bluffton

Family Eye Care

New Patients Welcome
105 West Harvest Road, Bluffton IN
South Main across from Kroger
260-824-3424

Dr. Julayne Miller, Parishioner

TYEGER'S 931 N. MAINST.
PIZZA PARLOUR BLUFFTON, IN

(NEXT TO SUBWAY)

WWW.TYEGERSPIZZA.COM 827-0700

C¥ineeause.
le

because it hap%?:qlgg.

Before you spedk....

(TN
- is it true?
h - is it helpful?
i -is it inspiring?
- is it necessary?
k -is it kind?

S

ON & T;
(1 R“"V,
7 G
HORN SERVICES, LLC

Spread love

everywhere you go.
Let no one ever

Geuding Yout Back On Course

Email:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com

Phone: 260-433-5544
Website: HornMediation.com

John Horn MS, MBA- Parishioner

* Listed on Indiana Registry of Approved Court Mediators
* Member of the Indiana Association of Mediators

* No fee for initial consultation

come to you
without leaving

bappien.

-Mother Teresa
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