St. Joseph Catholic Church

1300 N. Main St., Bluffton | (260) 824-1380 | stjosephchurch@adamswells.com | stjosephchurchbluffton.org

A HOLY HOUR IN FRONT OF
TH. BLESSED SACRAMCNT
IS WORTH MORE THAN
A THOUSAND YEALS
OF' HUMAN GLORY.

ST. PIO OF PIETREILCINA

FORTY HOULS

\\\\\“f////% DEVOTION

N MON.. DEC. 2N\D

OPENING MASS - 7200 PM
BIOMILIST - FFR. BOB GARROW

ES. DEC. 3RP
EVENING PRAYER - 630 DM

SPEAKER - 7:00 PM
FFR. NATHAN MASKAL

WED. DEC. L™

CLOSING MASS - 7200 PM

Pastor: Fr. David Violi
Fr. David’s Email: frdavidvioli@gmail.com | Sactamental Emergency Number: (260) 296-0511

Administrative Assistant / DRE: Michelle Paxton | Director of Sacred Music: Teresa Smith
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Name: Phone:
Address:
City: State: Zip:

e-mail address:

[ ] New Parishioners, please send a Parish Registration Form [ ] We’ve Moved, here is our new information



Saturday, November 30
8:00 a.m. Special Intention
8:30-9:00 a.m. Confession
4:00-4:45 p.m. Confession
4:35 p.m. Rosary
5:00 p.m. June Gazdik +
Sunday, December 1
7:10 a.m. Rosary
7:30 a.m. Parish Family
9:40 a.m. Rosary
10:00 a.m. Raymond Helm +
Monday, December 2
No Public Mass
Tuesday, December 3
7:00-8:00 a.m. Adoration
8:00 a.m. Al Gillig +
8:30 a.m. Confession
Wednesday, December 4
6:00-7:00 p.m. Adoration
6:00-6:45 p.m. Confession
7:00 p.m. Robert Scheidler +
Thursday, December 5
8:00 a.m. Margaret Pogue +
Friday, December 6
8:30 a.m. Mary Porrata Doria +
Saturday, December 7
8:00 a.m. Special Intention
8:30-9:00 a.m. Confession
4:00-4:45 p.m. Confession
4:35 p.m. Rosary
5:00 p.m. Ron & Sally Smith Family
Sunday, December 8
7:10 a.m. Rosary
7:30 a.m. Parish Family
9:40 a.m. Rosary
10:00 a.m. Missy Pax +

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Mon., Dec. 2 - First Week of Advent - Is
2:1-5/Ps 122:1-9 / Mt 8:5-11

Tues., Dec. 3 - St. Francis Xavier, Priest -
Is 11:1-10 / Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 / Lk
10:21-24

Wed., Dec. 4 - St. John Damascene,
Priest, Doctor of the Church - Is 25:6-
10a/Ps 23:1-6 / Mt 15:29-37

Thurs., Dec. 5 - Is 26:1-6 / Ps 118:1, 8-9,
19-21, 25-27a/ Mt 7:21, 24-27

Fri., Dec. 6 - St. Nicholas, Bishop - Is
29:17-24 / Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 / Mt 9:27-31
Sat., Dec. 7 - St. Ambrose, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church - Is 30:19-21, 23-
26/ Ps 147:1-6 / Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8
Sun., Dec. 8 - Second Sunday of Advent -
Bar 5:1-9 / Ps 126:1-6 / Phil 1:4-6, 8-11 /
Lk 3:1-6

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT - DECEMBER 1, 2024

This weekend (November 30™ / December 1%), the Church begins a new
liturgical year and celebrates the First Sunday of Advent. Though entering a
new liturgical year, the theme of our readings remain the same as the past few
weekends: The Last Things. Before we prepare to celebrate the First Coming
of the Lord in the Nativity at Bethlehem, we take the first two weeks of
Advent to prepare for His coming again in judgment.

The First Coming of the Lord, which has already happened in time, is best
celebrated by preparing ourselves and our hearts for the Parousia, the Second
Coming of the Lord at the end of time itself. Though our readings may seem a
bit frightful, their true purpose is meant to awaken hearts that are asleep in sin.
The Church desires that every heart be awakened and prepared to greet our
Lord when He comes again.

The very Season of Advent serves as this time of preparation. As such, I
cannot emphasize enough how we cannot let this season pass us by as if it
does not exist. The worldly joy of the coming Christmastide is already all
around us. Yet, this time of preparation for it is only now beginning. We are
not merely preparing for a holiday, but for something even greater: We are
preparing the way for Christ in our lives and our hearts.

As an incarnational people, the Church reminds us of this anticipation for
the coming of the Lord in various ways throughout our liturgy. The priest dons
the somber and penitential color of violet / purple for his vestments. Church
decorations take on this same penitential color. The use of flowers, a joyful
sight, is minimalized in the sanctuary. Our gilded candlesticks are replaced
with more somber-toned wooden candlesticks and unbleached candles.

These reminders are not only visual, but also are reflected in what we hear
or, more importantly, what we don’t hear. Throughout Advent, that angelic
hymn, the Gloria, is silenced from our lips. It only returns to us as we join the
angelic choirs over Bethlehem on Christmas Eve. Our hymnody throughout
Mass is a bit more sparse; Contemplative silence, especially after our reception
of Holy Communion, receives a great place of prominence this season.

One word that does remain with us throughout Advent, differing from the
Lenten season, is: Alleluia. This joyful word of gladness is not interrupted
during Advent, offering a vivid contrast to our other somber practices. This
serves as a reminder that our preparation is not for naught: The Lord has come
into the world and He will come again. This is why the Alleluia accompanies
us even amidst this penitential season as we await the coming of Christ.

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION - HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

On Monday, December 9" the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception, which is a Holzl Day of Obligation. Though this
celebration normally falls on December 8", it was transferred this year as its
original date falls on the Second Sunday of Advent. Given that our nation has
been entrusted to the Blessed Mother under this title, this is our nation’s
patronal feast day and, as such, one we desire to celebrate yearly.

To help provide for our obligation to assist at Mass on this day, we will
offer Masses for the Holy Day of Obligation on Monday, December 9th at
7:00 AM, Noon, and 7:00 PM.

LIVING WITH THE SAINTS

This past liturgical year, our theme was “Living Life Liturgically.” This new
year, our theme will be: Living with the Saints. The liturgical year walks us
through the life of our Lord through the various seasons (Advent, Christmas,
Lent, Easter, and Ordinary Time). Intermixed throughout the liturgical year
are celebrations of the feast days of various Saints.

The feast day of the Saints help to proclaim the wonderful works of our
Lord in the lives of His servants and offers us fitting examples for imitation.
Between the liturgical year celebrating the life of Christ and the Saints, we
find a beautiful harmony of how to live out the life of Christ in our own lives.
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Jeff Tillman, and Richard Payne.

ours:
%{fz‘?@ Becky Biberstein, Michael Green, Frances Carr, Tom Richhart, Troy Cook, Bobbie Jackson, Kimberly Abney, Sydnee Bradburn, Leanne Lee,



Monday, Dec. 2" —Wednesday, Dec. 4"
Mon., Dec. 2": 7 PM Opening Mass
Tue., Dec. 3"%: 6:30PM Vespers
7 PM Talk
Wed., Dec. 4™: 7 PM Closing Mass

(Adoration ongoing between Opening and Closing Mass)

Sign Up in the Narthex

SOLEMNITY OF THE e\
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION -
A HoLy DAY OF OBLIGATION

Mass Times for the Holy Day
Monday, December 9"
7:00 AM | Noon | 7:00PM

KARING FOR KIDS—BLESSING TREE

kaRING FoR  Please return all purchased gifts with the
/ angel ornament attached to the Parish
7 Office no later than Sunday, December 8™,

PARISH CALENDAR
Sat., Nov. 30 - Confession 4-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 1 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.

Sun., Dec. 1 - No Religious Education Class - Thanksgiving
Break.

Mon., Dec. 2 - 40 Hours Adoration - Opening Mass 7:00
p.m.

Tues., Dec. 3 - 40 Hours Adoration - Mass 8:00 a.m. / Sung
Vespers 6:30 p.m. / 7:00 p.m. Talk

Wed., Dec. 4 - 40 Hours Adoration - Closing Mass 7:00 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 4 - Adult Choir Practice following 7:00 Mass., ap-
prox. 7:35 p.m.

Wed., Dec. 4 - Parish Council Meeting - 7:40 p.m. in the Par-
ish Conference Room

Thurs., Dec. 5 - Mass 8:00 a.m.

Thurs., Dec. 5 - Catholicism Explained - 6:30 p.m. in the Par-
ish Conference Room.

Fri., Dec. 6 - Mass 8:30 a.m.

Sat., Dec. 7 - Mass 8:00 a.m. / Confession 8:30

Sat., Dec. 7 - Confession 4-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m.
Sun., Dec. 8 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.

Sun., Dec. 8 - Religious Education Classes - 8:30-9:45 a.m.

Mon., Dec. 9 - The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary - A Holy Day of Obligation - Masses at 7:00
a.m./ Noon and 7:00 p.m.

Tues., Dec. 10 - Adoration 7-8:00 a.m. / Mass 8:00 a.m. /
Confessions 8:30 a.m.

Wed., Dec. 11 - Advent Penance Service 6-7:00 p.m.. / Mass
7:00 p.m.

Wed., Dec. 11 - Adult Choir Practice following 7:00 Mass.,
approx. 7:35 p.m.

Thurs., Dec. 12 - Mass 8:00 a.m.

Thurs., Dec. 12 - Catholicism Explained - 6:30 p.m. in the
Parish Conference Room.

Fri., Dec. 13 - Mass 8:30 a.m.

Sat., Dec. 14 - Mass 8:00 a.m. / Confession 8:30

Sat., Dec. 14 - Confession 4-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 15 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.

Sun., Dec. 15 - Religious Education Classes - 8:30-9:45 a.m.

Weekend of December 7th & 8th

Mike Morrissey
David Smith
Jay Crisp

Ellie Coyne
Bruce Holland
Monica Harris

Jill Morrissey
Volunteer
Rick Singer, Jacque Johnson, Volunteer

Angel/Zoe Soto, Volunteer
Charlene/Anna Lynn/Jackson Felger
Charlie Andrews, Sam Smith, Volunteer

St. Joseph Parish Finance Report
for the Weekend of
November 2314 & 24th
Adult Envelopes- $2,616.00
Loose- $188.00
Repair/Rainy Day Fund-
$162.93
Immaculate Conception- $10.00

Our weekly budget is $5,116.40

We are $7,441.88 ahead of our
budget for the month of
November.

St. Vincent de Paul Fund-
$535.00

Christmas Flowers Donation-
$20.00
Christmas Offering- $10.00
Solemnity of Mary, Mother of
God- $10.00
Total- $3,016.93

Your gifts to St. Joseph Parish
are greatly appreciated.
Thank you!

To set up Online Giving through Our Sunday Visitor, please visit:
https://www.osvhub.com/stjosephchurchbluffton/giving/funds
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GIRL's Night Out

5

\ St. Joseph’s G.I.LR.L.’s Night Out

will have their Christmas Party/monthly meetlng

on Tuesday, December 10 at 7:00 p.m.
in the Parish Social Hall.

All women of the Parish are Welcome!

B G it WRNTY ~agh

| -

Wil

s S . e - > ~ g

- E S Wt

MONTHLY MEETING
Tuesday, December 10, 2024
Recite the Holy Rosary at 6:40 p.m. in the Church, and
meet in the Parish Conference Room at 7:00 PM.
All men in the Parish are welcome!

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICE
Wednesday, December 11™ - 6:00-7:00 PM
Followed by Mass at 7:00 PM

Trained Ministers! Please see the volunteer sign-up sheets in
the narthex for upcoming Holy Day Masses, i.e., Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Christmas Eve /
Christmas Day, and the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God.
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1595 HARRISON PLZ
BLUFFTON, IN 46714
PHONE: 260-827-0616
FAX: 260-827-0625

Francisco Sanchez, Parishioner

Contact the
the Parish
Office at
(260) 824-1380

L PING ™ HANDS
PREGNANCY « FAMILY = COMMUNITY
116 E. Dustman Rd.,, Bluffton-260.824.4263
Open Monday through

Thursday 9am-5pm
Serving All Surrounding Areas

1 B "R V. V4 D

(260)824-9643

2155N. MAIN ST., BLUFFTON, IN

www.daniels-jewelers.net
Dan and Jane Geimer, Parishioners

Heating, Air Condltionlng & Plumbing, Inc.

702 W. Washington St. Bluffton, IN

(260) 824-1999

«HEATING & COOLING (Service All Brands)
«PLUMBING «RADIANT FLOOR HEAT
Free Estimates « Insured « License No. - CP 89100065

AARMSTRONG
L=AIR The Professmnals Choice

Cmwmooes.

www., hklamllyautn com
624 IN-930, New Haven, IN 46774
260-748-1000
Eric Perrine - Service Manager

f N ‘ “Service customers and the
- community for over 70 years”

Keep your smile bright!

HOT'T

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Bartholomew L. Hott
706 N. Main St, Bluffton, IN 46714

GORDON & ASSOCIATES, P.C., Attorneys

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell, Michelle Adler,
Matt Hayes, and Brigitte Washburn
260-824-9377

Dan Gordon, Parishioner
Matt Hayes, Parishioner

GOODWIN - CALE & HARNISH
MEMORIAL CHAPEL

3320 East State Road 124
Bluffton, IN 46714

260-824-3852

P:  260-824-2442 F: 260-824-8101 : .
hottfamilydenistry.com St. Vincent de Paul Douglas L. Cale / Mitch Harnish
El Camino Real Thursday’s: 3pm-8pm

Authentic Mexican Food
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Juan & Rosa Ortiz, Family, Parishioners

2185 Commerce Dr.
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 565-3300

Sam Haiflich & Lisa Haiflich: The Haiflich Team

Friday’s: 3pm-8pm
Saturday’s: Noon-8pm
See us on Facebook &
Instagram!

. The Herr Family
dash90wines.com
Parishioners

HIDAY MOTORS, INC

1791 N Main St | Bluffton | IN | 46714

Nick Boratenski
260-824-1931
WWW . HIDAYCHRYSLERDODGEJEEP COM

EXPERIENC a 7
atdiology’ |

“Hear what you’ve been missing.”
(260) 706-2558
www.ExperienceAudiology.com

Dr. Jennifer L. Wagner, Au.D.

\vﬁ NOTRE DAME

/ FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Thomas Obergfell
Fort Wayne Market President

(260-715-1747
TObergfell@NotreDameFCU.com
800/522/6611 * NotreDameFCU.com

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING
Residential and Commercial
1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton

Charles Thompson
260-824-3049
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p

Kris Thompson, Parishioner- 260-820-2333
Kent Thompson- 260-307-6584
Bekkee Thompson- 260-273-6354

% Thoma/Rich, Lemler

Funeral Home

Proud to be mely Owned & Operated
Building Upon the Thoma Tradition for Over 170 Years!
260-824-3850 « www.thomarich.com

Colin Z. Andrews

m ANDREW¢
GRELL Parishioner
Tel: (260) 824-4049
Fax: (260) 827-5099
candrews@andrewsandcrell.com
www.andrewsandcrell.com
Bluffton: 116 S. Main St., Bluffton, IN 46714
Fort Wayne: 7617 W Jefferson Blvd., Suite F
Fort Wayne, IN 46804

Knights of Columbus
Father Aloysius Phillips, Council 7555

“Saint Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the
upright guardian of those entrusted to his care. May
he always guard, protect and enlighten families.”

- St. John Paul Il

Before you spedk...

UonoEn
-is it frue?
h - is it helpful?
i -is it inspiring?
- is it necessary?
k - is it kind?




