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Fifth Sunday of Lent - March 22, 2026 
 

     This weekend (March 21st/22nd), the Church celebrates the Fifth Sunday of 
Lent. Traditionally, this weekend was also known as Passion Sunday as it 
entered us into Passiontide, the period that marks the last two weeks of Lent. 
This time is most notably recognized by the practice of veiling the statues and 
crucifixes within the Church for the remainder of the Lenten season. 
    This practice of veiling sacred images serves as a visual reminder that these 
last two weeks of Lent are meant to focus our attention on the passion and 
death of Christ. Fasting even from good things helps to heighten our senses by 
making us more aware of what is missing. In a similar fashion, the suppression 
of the Alleluia during Lent reminds us that we are in exile from our true 
homeland, Heaven, where the angels sing Alleluia without ceasing. 
    Such visual and aural fasts build within us a longing for Easter Sunday. 
When the images are unveiled and the Alleluia returns at the Easter Vigil, we 
are reminded that we, in a sense, live in a veiled and fallen world. Christ lifts 
the veil through His Resurrection; He raises us up through our Baptism. For 
this reason, the Easter Vigil is, first and foremost, a baptismal liturgy, raising 
the Elect to new life in Christ and reminding us of our baptismal promises. 
 

Palm Sunday Procession—March 29th at the 10 AM Mass 
    Next weekend, we will celebrate the blessing of palms at every Mass. At the 
5 PM and 7:30 AM Masses, we will begin at the back of the Church for the 
blessing of palms. At the 10 AM Mass, we will begin outside of the Parish  
Offices and join together in procession into the Church in commemoration of 
the Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem. (In case of rain, the procession at the       
10 AM Mass will begin downstairs in the Parish Gym.) 
 

Parish Penance Service—Monday, March 30th at 6 PM 
    Passiontide serves as the Church’s final preparation before we enter into 
the Sacred Paschal Triduum. Entering into these final weeks of Lent, the 
Church also encourages us to prepare our hearts through the Sacrament of 
Confession. Lent is a privileged time of conversion and the grace of the     
Sacraments will help us enter more deeply into the mysteries of Easter.  
    As part of our Easter preparations, please join us for our Parish Penance 
Service on Monday, March 30th at 6 PM in the Parish Social Hall/Church. 
Several confessors will be available for individual confession throughout the 
hour. Due to the ongoing renovations, our Religious Education classrooms in 
the basement will be used as temporary confessionals.  
 

Parish Renovations—General Update 
    Our parish renovations continue to move forward in a timely fashion. Over 
the next two weeks, Dancer Flooring is on schedule to finish the work on the 
terrazzo floor in both the nave and the narthex. This includes completing the     
several intricate medallions in the nave and a baptismal motif placed in the 
narthex to “anchor” our baptismal font as the entryway into the Church.  
    Once the terrazzo flooring is completed, we will return the pews to the nave. 
Before reinstalling them, however, we will be taking advantage of the open 
space to complete several smaller projects and updates that are much easier to 
perform with the pews removed. This will include such things as changing 
lightbulbs to removing outdated and unused speaker equipment in the nave. 
    Once the pews are reinstalled, Shawnee Construction will partition off the 
Sanctuary from the rest of the Church with a dust barrier. This will allow us to 
return to the Church for weekend Masses while construction in the Sanctuary 
continues throughout the weekdays. As of this moment, we are planning to 
return to the Church the second weekend of April, or Divine Mercy Sunday. 
More information to come as progress continues. 
 

Note: If you will be travelling during Spring Break, www.Masstimes.org is a great 
resource to help find Mass times throughout the country for our Sunday obligation.  

Saturday, March 21 
4:00-4:45 p.m.  Confession 
4:35 p.m.  Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Our Parish Family 

Sunday, March 22 
7:10 a.m.  Rosary 
7:30 a.m.   Fourth Grade Religious  
                  Education Class 
9:40 a.m.  Rosary 
10:00 a.m.  Petra (Bayne) Webber + 

Monday, March 23 
No Public Mass  

Tuesday, March 24 
7:00-8:00 a.m.  Adoration 
8:00 a.m.    Tim & Judy Glenn 
8:30-9:00 a.m.  Confession 

Wednesday, March 25 
6:00-7:00 p.m.  Adoration 
6:00-6:45 p.m.  Confession 
7:00 p.m.   Living & Deceased of  

  Joseph Beckman Family 
           Thursday, March 26 
8:00 a.m.    Phyllis Makowski + 

Friday, March 27 
8:30 a.m.    Lee & Lucille Wahman + 
7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross 

Saturday, March 28 
8:00 a.m.  Special Intention 
8:30-9:00 a.m.  Confession 
4:00-4:45 p.m.  Confession 
4:35 p.m.  Rosary 
5:00 p.m.    The Mayer Family 

Sunday, March 29 
7:10 a.m.  Rosary 
7:30 a.m.    Steve Wagner + 
9:40 a.m.  Rosary 
10:00 a.m.  Our Parish Family 

~Faithfully in Christ, Fr. David 

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

Mon., Mar. 23 - Lenten Weekday [5] - St. 
Turibius of Mogrovejo, Bishop - Dn 13:1-9, 
15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62 / Ps 23:1-6 / 
Jn 8:1-11 
Tues., Mar. 24 - Lenten Weekday [5] - Nm 
21:4-9 / Ps 102:2-3, 16-21 / Jn 8:21-30 
Wed., Mar. 25 - The Annunciation of the 
Lord - Is 7:10-14; 8:10 / Ps 40:7-11 / Heb 
10:4-10 / Lk 1:26-38 
Thurs., Mar. 26 - Lenten Weekday [5] - Gn 
17:3-9 / Ps 105:4-9 / Jn 8:51-59 
Fri., Mar. 27 - Lenten Weekday [5] - Jer 
20:10-13 / Ps 18:2-7 / Jn 10:31-42 
Sat., Mar. 28 - Lenten Weekday [5] - Ez 
37:21-28 / (Ps) Jer 31:10-12d, 13 / Jn 11:45-
56 
Sun., March 29 - Palm Sunday of the Pas-
sion of the Lord - Mt 21:1-11 (procession) / 
Is 50:4-7 / Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24 / 
Phil 2:6-11 / Mt 26:14—27:66 or 27:11-54 



Weekend of March 28th & 29th   

   Mass       Cantors 
  5:00 p.m.    Teresa Smith 
  7:30 a.m.    Mike Morrissey 
10:00 a.m.    Jay Crisp 
                   Lectors 
  5:00 p.m.    Stacey Coulardot, Marita Crawfis 
  7:30 a.m.    Barb Ault, Christie Felger 
10:00 a.m.    John Vanderkolk, Patti Clark-Johnson 
                   Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 5:00  p.m.    Larisa Sudhoff, Laurisa Roper, Volunteer 
 7:30  a.m.    Beth Geisel, Twilla Herr 
10:00  a.m.   Wendy Stout, Kendra Davis, Tammi Helm 
                   Servers 
 5:00  p.m.    Angel/Zoe Soto, Volunteer 
 7:30  a.m.    Charlene/Anna Lynn Felger, Annie Herr  
10:00 a.m.    Charlie Andrews, Isaiah/Dominic Bedwell 

Your gifts to St. Joseph Parish are appreciated! 
Thank you!  

   PARISH CALENDAR  
• Sat., Mar. 21 - Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

• Sun., Mar. 22 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.  

• Sun., Mar. 22 -  No Religious Education Class - Spring Break 

• Mon., Mar. 23 - Youth Choir practice - 5:30 p.m. in the Social 
Hall (Church). 

• Tues., Mar. 24 - Adoration 7:00-8:00 a.m. / Mass 8:00 a.m. /     
Confessions 8:30 a.m. in the Chapel.  

• Wed., Mar. 25 - Adoration 6-7:00 p.m. / Confession 6-6:45 
p.m. / Mass 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel. 

• Thurs., Mar. 26 - Discover Catholicism - 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the 
8th Grade Classroom. 

• Thurs., Mar. 26  - Adult Choir practice -  6:30 p.m. in the So-
cial Hall (Church). 

• Fri., Mar. 27 - Mass 8:30 a.m.  

• Fri., Mar. 27 - Soup Supper - 5:30-7:00 p.m. / Lenten Prayer 
6:00-6:45 p.m. in the gym. 

• Fri., Mar. 27 - Stations of the Cross - 7:00 p.m. in the Parish 
Social Hall (Church). 

• Sat., Mar. 28 - Mass 8:00 a.m. / Confession 8:30 a.m. 
(Chapel) 

• Sat., Mar. 28 - Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

• Sun., Mar. 29 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.  

• Sun., Mar. 29 -  No Religious Education Class - Spring Break 

• Mon., Mar. 30 - Lenten Penance Service - 6:00 -7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Weekend of Mar. 14th & 15th 

Adult Envelopes - $5,756.25 

Loose - $202.00 

Repair / Rainy Day - $381.00 

Memorials -Parish Needs- $500.00 

Easter Flowers - $621.00 

NDFCU- $2,500.00 
 

Total- $9,960.25 

Our weekly budget is $5,116.40 
 

We are $4,067.49 ahead of 

our budget for the month  

of March 2026. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Fund - 

$939.00 

To set up Online Giving  
through Our Sunday Visitor, visit: 
www.osvhub.com/stjosephchurchbluffton 
or 
Scan the QR Code on the right: 

TOTUS  TUUS  SUMMER 
YOUTH  PROGRAM 

 

Junior High/High School   
Sun., June 21st– Thurs., June 25th 

6:45 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
 

Grades 1-6 
Mon., June 22nd - Fri., June 26th 

9:00 a.m. to 2:40 p.m. 

Parish Penance Service 
Monday, March 30

th
 - 6:00-7:00 PM 

Join us for our Annual 
Divine Mercy Sunday 

Easter Egg Hunt and Potluck 

Sunday April 12
th

 
Following the 

 10:00 Mass in the  
Parish Gym 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH FINANCE REPORT 



   

   

   

   

 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Father Aloysius Phillips, Council 7555 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Saint Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the  
upright guardian of those entrusted to his care. May 

he always guard, protect and enlighten families.” 
- St. John Paul II 

116 E. Dustman Rd.,, Bluffton-260.824.4263   

Open Monday through 

 Thursday 9am-5pm 

Serving All Surrounding Areas 

dash90wines.com 

Thursday’s: 3pm-8pm 

Friday’s: 3pm-8pm 

Saturday’s: Noon-8pm 

See us on Facebook & 

Instagram! 

The Herr Family 

Parishioners 

FAIRWAY  FLOOR  COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
 

Charles Thompson 

260-824-3049                                                 
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p                    

 
Kris Thompson, Parishioner– 260-820-2333 

Kent Thompson– 260-307-6584 
Bekkee Thompson– 260-273-6354 

 

             “Hear what you’ve been missing.” 

Dr. Jennifer L. Wagner, Au.D.       (260) 706-2558 

www.ExperienceAudiology.com 

 
Thomas Obergfell 

Fort Wayne Market President 

(260-715-1747 

TObergfell@NotreDameFCU.com 

800/522/6611 * NotreDameFCU.com 

P: 260-824-2442     F:   260-824-8101 

hottfamilydenistry.com 

Keep your smile bright! 

Francisco Sanchez and Family, Parishioners 

 

El Camino Real 
Authentic Mexican Food 

2185 Commerce Dr. 
Bluffton, IN 46714 
(260) 565-3300 

           Juan & Rosa Ortiz, Family, Parishioners 

 

Contact the 

the Parish 

Office at  

(260) 824-1380 

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell, Michelle Adler,  
Matt Hayes & Brigitte Washburn 

TEL 260.824-9377 
gordonlegal.net 

Dan Gordon, Parishioner 
Matt Hayes, Parishioner, St. Vincent de Paul 

Contact the 

the Parish 

Office at  

(260) 824-1380 

 

3320 East State Road 124 

Bluffton, IN  46714   260-824-3852 

Mitch Harnish      

DAY OF DOBBS 

C E L E B R A T IO N 

June 27th, 11:00-2:00pm 

3106 Lake Ave, Fort Wayne IN 


