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Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time - September 27, 2026 
 

Renovation Updates - The End is Nigh? 
    This past Tuesday, we were scheduled for our “punch list” walk-through 
with our team from Shawnee Construction. For the second time, however, 
this walk-through was cancelled and rescheduled for this coming week. As this 
walk-through is necessary to identify any remaining,  incomplete, damaged, or 
incorrect work that must be fixed before closing out our project, this additional 
delay is another unexpected setback in our schedule. 
    This means that our hope to be fully back in the sanctuary by next weekend 
will most likely not be met. This hope was contingent on the walk-through 
having occurred this past Tuesday, which would allow nearly two weeks for 
any needed work to be completed. With this additional delay, we will remain 
in our continuing arrangement for just a bit longer. A bit inconvenient, yes; 
But, better for the work to be done correctly than quickly. 
    In Deuteronomy 34:1–4, we hear how Moses sees the Promised Land atop 
Mount Nebo. In this moment, we are spiritually united with Moses: With the 
removal of the dust screen this past Monday, we can now “peak around the 
veil” and see the beauty of the work being completed, even as we cannot yet 
enter that sacred space. Instead, we are being given the opportunity to grow in 
patience until we receive the “all clear” to reenter the sanctuary. 
 

Liturgical and Altar Arrangements 
    As we continue to prepare for Masses to resume in the sanctuary, I have 
been contemplating our use of liturgical arrangements over the past few 
months. Since January, our daily Masses have made use of the ad orientem 
altar arrangement; Likewise, the same has been true for our weekend Masses 
since the sanctuary flooring work began in July. Prior to this, we exclusively 
used the versus populum altar arrangement at all Masses. 
   In one of his last apostolic letters, Pope Francis reminded us that “every     
aspect of the liturgical celebration must be carefully tended to (space, time, 
gestures, words, objects, vestments, song, music…).” The reason for such care, 
he explains, is so that the faithful are not “robbed of what is owed to them: the 
Paschal Mystery celebrated according to the ritual that the Church sets 
down.” (Desiderio desideravi, Para. 23) 
    Taking this sentiment of our late Holy Father, Pope Francis, into account 
with an understanding that the richness of the Church does allow for both altar 
arrangements, I would like to make room for both in our regular liturgical 
schedule. We generally offer nine Masses each week (three weekend Masses 
and six weekdays). I am considering that one weekend and one weekday Mass 
will be offered ad orientem and the remaining seven Masses versus populum. 
    Looking at our current schedule, I am leaning towards our 8:30 AM Friday 
daily Mass and 10 AM Sunday weekend Mass being the two Masses offered 
ad orientem and our five other daily Masses and 5 PM Saturday Vigil and    
7:30 AM Sunday weekend Masses offered versus populum. This allows       
variety to our liturgical schedule and multiple options for personal preference. 
    One thing to keep in mind with personal preference is that it is exactly that: 
a preference. We may find certain liturgical practices helpful to our prayer life, 
but this does not make other practices “right” or “wrong.” The Church permits 
a variety of practices. My hope is that we can approach both arrangements 
with the care that the Church asks of us: with patience toward one another and 
our attention ultimately fixed on the Lord whom we have come to worship.  
 

Stuff-the-Truck - St. Vincent de Paul Society 
    Next weekend (October 3rd/4th), we will be partnering with the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society of Decatur for a “Stuff-the-Truck” event. This event helps to 
support the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store Ministry of our neighboring 
parish, St. Mary of the Assumption, in nearby Decatur, to provide clothing and 
furniture for those in need. There will be a bulletin insert next weekend with 
more information regarding donations, what is being asked for, etc.…  

Saturday, September 26 
4:00-4:45 p.m.  Confession 
5:00 p.m.    Joe & Edith Baur 
                 74th Wedding Anniversary 

Sunday, September 27 
7:10 a.m.  Rosary 
7:30 a.m.    Our Parish Family 
9:40 a.m.  Rosary 
10:00 a.m.  Rose Mary Helm + 

Monday, September 28 
No Public Mass 

Tuesday, September 29 
7:00-8:00 a.m.  Adoration 
8:00 a.m.    Tim & Debbie Glenn 
8:30 a.m.  Confession 

Wednesday, September 30 
6:00-7:00 p.m.  Adoration 
6:00-6:45 p.m.  Confession 
7:00 p.m.    Lawrence Robinson + 
              Thursday, October 1 
8:00 a.m.    Living & Deceased of the  
  Don & Mary Lou Van Camp Family 

Friday, October 2 
8:30 a.m.    Greg Mayer + 

Saturday, October 3 
8:00 a.m.  Special Intention 
8:30-9:00 a.m.  Confession 
4:00-4:45 p.m.  Confession 
5:00 p.m.    Our Parish Family 

Sunday, October 4 
7:10 a.m.  Rosary 
7:30 a.m.    Alice Pearson 
9:40 a.m.  Rosary 
10:00 a.m.  Carly Scott + 
 
 

~Fr. David 

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

Mon., Sept. 28 - [Weekday 26] St. Wen-
ceslaus, Martyr; St. Lawrence Ruiz and 
Companions, Martyrs - Jb 1:6-22 / Ps 
17:1b-3, 6-7 / Lk 9:46-50 
Tues., Sept. 29 - Saints Michael, Gabriel 
and Raphael, Archangels - Dn 7:9-10, 13-
14 or Rv 12:7-12a / Ps 138:1-5 / Jn 1:47-51 
Wed., Sept. 30 - St. Jerome, Priest, Doc-
tor of the Church - Jb 9:1-12, 14-16 / Ps 
88:10b-15 / Lk 9:57-62 
Thurs., Oct. 1 - St. Therese of the Child 
Jesus, Virgin, Doctor of the Church - Jb 
19:21-27 / Ps 27:7-9c, 13-14 / Lk 10:1-12 
Fri., Oct. 2 - The Holy Guardian Angels - 
Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5 / Ps 139:1-3, 7-10, 
13-14b / Mt 18:1-5, 10 
Sat., Oct. 3 - [Weekday 26] -  Jb 42:1-3, 5-
6, 12-17 / Ps 119:66, 71, 75, 91, 125, 130 / 
Lk 10:17-24 
Sun., Oct. 4 - Twenty-Seventh Sunday in 
Ordinary Time - Is 5:1-7 / Ps 80:9, 12-16, 
19-20 / Phil 4:6-9 / Mt 21:33-43 



Your gifts to St. Joseph Parish are appreciated! 

   PARISH CALENDAR  
• Sat., Sept. 26 - Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

• Sun., Sept. 27 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.  

• Sun., Sept. 27 - Religious Education - 8:30-9:45 a.m. 

• Mon., Sept. 28 - No Public Mass 

• Tues., Sept. 29 - Adoration 7:00-8:00 a.m. / Mass 8:00 a.m. /     
Confessions 8:30 a.m. 

• Wed., Sept. 30 - Adoration 6:00-7:00 p.m. / Confession 6:00-
6:45 p.m. / Mass 7:00 p.m. 

• Thurs., Oct. 1 - Mass 8:00 a.m. 

• Thurs., Oct. 1 - Discover Catholicism 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Conference Room 

• Fri., Oct. 2 - Mass 8:30 a.m. / First Friday Adoration 9:00 a.m.
-4:00 p.m. / Confession 3:00-3:45 p.m. 

• Sat., Oct. 3 - Mass 8:00 a.m. / Confession 8:30 a.m. 

• Sat., Oct. 3 - Blessing of the Animals at Noon in front of the 
Church under the portico. 

• Sat., Oct. 3 - Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

• Sun., Oct. 4 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.  

• Sun., Oct. 4 - Religious Education - 8:30-9:45 a.m. 

• Sun., Oct. 4 - Parish Picnic following 10:00 a.m. Mass - All 
are welcome! 

 
 

Weekend of Sept. 19th & 20-th  

Adult Envelopes - $4,456.00 

Loose - $313.00 

Repair / Rainy Day - $150.00 

Various Donations - $3,270.00 
 

Weekend Total - $8,189.00 

Our weekly budget is $5,101.40 

 

 

We ended $2,699.23 ahead of  

our budget for the week.  
 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Fund - $528.00 

 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH FINANCE REPORT 

Weekend of October 3rd& 4th  
 

   Mass       Cantors 
  5:00 p.m.    Dan Lautzenheiser 
  7:30 a.m     Mike Morrissey 
10:00 a.m.    Adult Choir 
                    Lectors 
  5:00 p.m.    Patti Clark-Johnson 
  7:30 a.m.    Sarah McCorkle 
10:00 a.m.    John Vanderkolk 
                   Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 5:00  p.m.    Laurisa Roper 
 7:30  a.m.    Sarah Bedwell 
10:00  a.m.   Wendy Stout 
                    Servers 
 5:00  p.m.   Zoe Soto, Landen Lautzenheiser, Volunteer 
 7:30  a.m.   Isaiah/Dominic Bedwell, Volunteer 
10:00 a.m.   Sam/Andrew Smith, Louis Andrews 

40 Days for Life 
September 23rd - November 1st 



   

   

   

   

 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Father Aloysius Phillips, Council 7555 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

116 E. Dustman Rd.,, Bluffton-260.824.4263   

Open Monday through 

 Thursday 9am-5pm 

Serving All Surrounding Areas 

dash90wines.com 

Thursday’s: 3pm-8pm 

Friday’s: 3pm-8pm 

Saturday’s: Noon-8pm 

See us on Facebook & 

Instagram! 

The Herr Family 

Parishioners 

FAIRWAY  FLOOR  COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
 

Charles Thompson 

260-824-3049                                                 
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p                    

 
 

Kris Thompson, Parishioner– 260-820-2333 
Bekkee Thompson– 260-273-6354 

 

             “Hear what you’ve been missing.” 
Dr. Jennifer L. Wagner, Au.D.       (260) 706-2558 
Dr. Grace Cebalt, Au.D.                (260) 706-2558 

www.ExperienceAudiology.com 

Francisco Sanchez and Family, Parishioners 

 

El Camino Real 
Authentic Mexican Food 

2185 Commerce Dr. 
Bluffton, IN 46714 
(260) 565-3300 

           Juan & Rosa Ortiz, Family, Parishioners 

 

 

 

“Saint Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the  
upright guardian of those entrusted to his care. May 

he always guard, protect and enlighten families.” 
- St. John Paul II 

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell, Michelle Adler,  
Matt Hayes & Brigitte Washburn 

TEL 260.824-9377 
gordonlegal.net 

Dan Gordon, Parishioner 
Matt Hayes, Parishioner, St. Vincent de Paul 

Contact the 

the Parish 

Office at  

(260) 824-1380 

 

3320 East State Road 124 

Bluffton, IN  46714   260-824-3852 

Mitch Harnish      

 

Contact the 

the Parish 

Office at  

(260) 824-1380 

 
“What does love look like? 

It has the hands to help others. 
It has the feet to hasten to the poor and 
needy. It has eyes to see the misery and 
want. It has the ears to hear the sighs 
and sorrows of men. That is what love 

looks like.”  
- St. Augustine 


