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Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time - October 4, 2026 
 

“For this reason, today I invite all the faithful and all Christian communities 
to pray the holy rosary throughout the coming month of October, with the   
particular intention that wars may cease and that peace may be established 
among peoples in conflict.  Let us accompany this prayer with concrete acts of 
penance and mercy, committing ourselves always to fostering dialogue and 
reconciliation.” Pope Leo XIV, Angelus Address, Lourdes, Sept. 27, 2026  
 

Parish Renovations - Where We’re At 
    This past Tuesday, we had a three-hour long “punch list” walk-through with 
our construction team. This walk-through is meant to identify any remaining, 
incomplete, damaged, or incorrect work that must be fixed before closing out 
our project. One major concern raised throughout the walk-through was the 
finish work on our woodworking. There were a number of visible issues with 
the final sanding, staining, and sealing throughout. 
    As I write this column, our team from Shawnee Construction are having   
internal discussions on how to remedy these issues. We discussed a number of 
possibilities during the walk-through, so I am looking forward to what will be 
presented to us as possible solutions. It is my hope that any solutions presented 
will allow for the majority of repair work to be done outside of the Church to 
allow use of the sanctuary and be the least inconvenient to us. 
   Despite this setback, I have asked for the “all clear” to return us to the   
sanctuary. This “all clear” would mean that, though work is not yet complete, 
the sanctuary is guaranteed safe for regular use. With additional work already 
scheduled through this week, it is my hope that we can re-open the sanctuary 
for use next weekend. In anticipation for this, we are also moving items back 
to the sacristy, making setup for our Masses much easier.  
    This past week, local Stylus Technologies spent several hours ensuring that 
our sound and livestreaming systems are up and running properly. In addition 
to this service work, they’ve completed a full upgrade of our church sound 
system, including a new audio mixer and processor. These improvements give 
us greater control over the sound throughout the church, helping ensure that 
both the spoken word and sacred music can be heard clearly. 
 

Liturgical and Altar Arrangements 
    As mentioned last weekend, I have been contemplating our use of liturgical 
arrangements as we prepare to return to celebrating Mass in the sanctuary. 
Contemplating Desiderio desideravi, one of Pope Francis’ last apostolic letters, 
we are encouraged to utilize the various riches given to us in the rituals set 
down by the Church. This includes, among various items, altar arrangements. 
    Wanting to make use of both of these options permitted by the Church, I am 
considering having our Friday 8:30 AM and Sunday 10:00 AM Masses       
offered ad orientem and our five other daily Masses and 5 PM Saturday and 
7:30 AM Sunday Masses offered versus populum. This will allows us to offer 
a variety of liturgical options to grow with as we gather to worship the Lord. 
(Please see last weekend’s bulletin column for a further write-up on this topic.) 
 

40th Annual Bishop’s Appeal 
    A special “Thank You!” to all those who have already returned their pledge 
cards for the 40th Annual Bishop’s Appeal. This year’s theme, United in 
Mission, highlights how we are united in our mission to spread the fire of 
God’s love, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in our diocese. This includes through 
our charitable outreach, which extends well beyond our parish itself. 
    This annual diocesan appeal helps to fund various ministries and outreaches 
throughout the fourteen counties that make up our diocese, including support 
of parishes, seminarian education, and Catholic Charities. Our 40th Annual 
Bishop’s Appeal Goal this year is: $37,414.64. All donations above our    
parish goal will be returned directly to our parish. To learn more about 
the   appeal or to make a donation online, visit: www.diocesefwsb.org/aba 

Saturday, October 3 
4:00-4:45 p.m.  Confession 
5:00 p.m.    Our Parish Family 

Sunday, October 4 
7:10 a.m.  Rosary 
7:30 a.m.    Alice Pearson 
9:40 a.m.  Rosary 
10:00 a.m.  Carly Scott + 

Monday, October 5 
No Public Mass 

Tuesday, October 6 
7:00-8:00 a.m.  Adoration 
8:00 a.m.    Joseph Lautzenheiser + 
8:30 a.m.  Confession 

Wednesday, October 7 
6:00-7:00 p.m.  Adoration 
6:00-6:45 p.m.  Confession 
7:00 p.m.   Rose Robinson + 
              Thursday, October 8 
8:00 a.m.    Ron Smith Family 
10:30 a.m.  Mass at River Terrace 

Friday, October 9 
8:30 a.m.    Jerry Fisher + 

Saturday, October 10 
8:00 a.m.  Special Intention 
8:30-9:00 a.m.  Confession 
4:00-4:45 p.m.  Confession 
5:00 p.m.   Christine Bailey + 

Sunday, October 11 
7:10 a.m.  Rosary 
7:30 a.m.    Our Parish Family 
9:40 a.m.  Rosary 
10:00 a.m.   Tom Cincotta +  

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

Mon., Oct. 5 - Weekday [27] -  St. Fausti-
na Kowalska, Virgin; Blessed Francis 
Xavier Seelos, Priest - Gal 1:6-12 / Ps 111: 
1b-2, 7-9, 10c / Lk 10:25-37 
Tues., Oct. 6 - Weekday [27] - St. Bruno, 
Priest; Blessed Marie Rose Durocher, 
Virgin  - Gal 1:13-24 / Ps 139:1b-3, 13-15 / 
Lk 10:38-42 
Wed., Oct. 7 - Our Lady of the Rosary - 
Gal 2:1-2, 7-14 / Ps 117:1bc, 2 / Lk 11:1-4 
Thurs., Oct. 8 - Weekday [27] - Gal 3:1-
5 / (Ps) Lk 1:69-75 / Lk 11:5-13 
Fri., Oct. 9 - Weekday [27] - St. Denis, 
Bishop and Companions, Martyrs; St. 
John Leonardi, Priest - Gal 3:7-14 / Ps 
111:1b-6 / Lk 11:15-26 
Sat., Oct. 10 - Weekday [27] - 0Gal 3:22-
29 / Ps 105:2-7 / Lk 11:27-28 
Sun., Oct. 11 - Twenty-Eighth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time - Is 25:6-10a / Ps 23:1-6 / 
Phil 4:12-14, 19-20 / Mt 22:1-14 or 22:1-10 



Your gifts to St. Joseph Parish are appreciated! 

   PARISH CALENDAR  
• Sat., Oct. 3 - Blessing of the Animals at Noon in front of the 

Church under the portico. 

• Sat., Oct. 3 - Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

• Sun., Oct. 4 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.  

• Sun., Oct. 4 - Religious Education - 8:30-9:45 a.m. 

• Sun., Oct. 4 - Parish Picnic following 10:00 a.m. Mass - All 
are welcome! 

• Mon., Oct. 5 - No Public Mass 

• Tues., Oct. 6 - Adoration 7:00-8:00 a.m. / Mass 8:00 a.m. /     
Confessions 8:30 a.m. 

• Wed., Oct. 7 - Adoration 6:00-7:00 p.m. / Confession 6:00-
6:45 p.m. / Mass 7:00 p.m. 

• Thurs., Oct. 8 - Mass 8:00 a.m. 

• Thurs., Oct. 8 - Discover Catholicism 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Conference Room 

• Fri., Oct. 9 - Mass 8:30 a.m.  

• Sat., Oct. 10 - Mass 8:00 a.m. / Confession 8:30 a.m. 

• Sat., Oct. 10 - Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

• Sun., Oct. 11 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.  

• Sun., Oct. 11 - Religious Education - 8:30-9:45 a.m. 
 
 
 

Weekend of Sept. 26th & 27th  

Adult Envelopes - $5,281.00 

Loose - $172.00 

Repair / Rainy Day - $851.43 

Various Donations - $220.00 
 

Weekend Total - $6,524.43 

Our weekly budget is $5,101.40 

 

 

We ended $4,122.26 ahead of  

our budget for the week.  
 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Fund - $261.50 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH FINANCE REPORT 

Weekend of October 10th& 11th  
 

   Mass       Cantors 
  5:00 p.m.    Dan Lautzenheiser 
  7:30 a.m     Donna Geisel 
10:00 a.m.    Colin Andrews 
                    Lectors 
  5:00 p.m.    Ginny Fenstermaker 
  7:30 a.m.    Christie Felger 
10:00 a.m.    Bruce Holland 
                   Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 5:00  p.m.    Larisa Sudhoff 
 7:30  a.m.    Beth Geisel 
10:00  a.m.   Kendra Davis 
                    Servers 
 5:00  p.m.   Audrey Mechling, Landen Lautzenheiser,  
                     Volunteer 
 7:30  a.m.   Charlene/Anna Lynn/Jackson Felger 
10:00 a.m.   Charlie/Louis Andrews, JT or Wyatt Davis 

 CHOIR PRACTICE 
begins Monday, October 26th 

At 5:30 PM 

CALLING  ALL  YOUNG  SINGERS 
AGES 7 - 14 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR IS BACK!! 

Knights of Columbus - Tues., Oct. 6th 
Join the Knights of Columbus in praying  

the Holy Rosary at 6:40 p.m. in the Church.  
The meeting starts in the gym at 7:00 PM.  

All men in the Parish are welcome! 



   

   

   

   

 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Father Aloysius Phillips, Council 7555 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

116 E. Dustman Rd.,, Bluffton-260.824.4263   

Open Monday through 

 Thursday 9am-5pm 

Serving All Surrounding Areas 

dash90wines.com 

Thursday’s: 3pm-8pm 

Friday’s: 3pm-8pm 

Saturday’s: Noon-8pm 

See us on Facebook & 

Instagram! 

The Herr Family 

Parishioners 

FAIRWAY  FLOOR  COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
 

Charles Thompson 

260-824-3049                                                 
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p                    

 
 

Kris Thompson, Parishioner– 260-820-2333 
Bekkee Thompson– 260-273-6354 

 

             “Hear what you’ve been missing.” 
Dr. Jennifer L. Wagner, Au.D.       (260) 706-2558 
Dr. Grace Cebalt, Au.D.                (260) 706-2558 

www.ExperienceAudiology.com 

Francisco Sanchez and Family, Parishioners 

 

El Camino Real 
Authentic Mexican Food 

2185 Commerce Dr. 
Bluffton, IN 46714 
(260) 565-3300 

           Juan & Rosa Ortiz, Family, Parishioners 

 

 

 

“Saint Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the  
upright guardian of those entrusted to his care. May 

he always guard, protect and enlighten families.” 
- St. John Paul II 

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell, Michelle Adler,  
Matt Hayes & Brigitte Washburn 

TEL 260.824-9377 
gordonlegal.net 

Dan Gordon, Parishioner 
Matt Hayes, Parishioner, St. Vincent de Paul 

Contact the 

the Parish 

Office at  

(260) 824-1380 

 

3320 East State Road 124 

Bluffton, IN  46714   260-824-3852 

Mitch Harnish      

 

Contact the 

the Parish 

Office at  

(260) 824-1380 

 
“What does love look like? 

It has the hands to help others. 
It has the feet to hasten to the poor and 
needy. It has eyes to see the misery and 
want. It has the ears to hear the sighs 
and sorrows of men. That is what love 

looks like.”  
- St. Augustine 


