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Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time - October 11, 2026 
 

    “Thank you!” to all those who helped with our annual parish picnic this 
past weekend. From Michelle, in our parish office, helping to organize food 
and games, to Stacey and Rick organizing setup, to volunteers from Credo 
Homeschooling setting up tables and chairs, to all those who helped with 
cleanup. With around 175 in attendance, I think this was one of our best      
picnics yet! We look forward to continuing to grow this great annual event.  
 

    A special “Thank You!” to our Knights of Columbus for their help in    
preparing our sanctuary for reopening. This past Thursday, a number of our 
Knights helped to carry the sanctuary furniture and statues, all scattered in 
storage areas throughout our campus, back into the church. And, thanks to the 
steady hand of Knight Dan Geimer, the lettering on our Stations of the Cross 
are now gilded and readable under the new station lights. 
 

St. Joseph Giving Table - Thank You! 
    Another special “Thank You!” to all those who supported the St. Joseph 
Giving Table throughout this past summer and fall. It’s always a great joy to 
be able to share an abundance of the fruits of our labors with our parish family. 
With the colder weather beginning to roll in, we’ve wrapped up the St. Joseph 
Giving Table for the year. Please continue to keep our farmers in your prayers 
during this harvest season. 
 

Schedule Change - No Weekday Masses October 12th - 17th
 

    Next week, I hope to join my brother priests for our annual “Continuing 
Education Days.” This time together is not only about growing in knowledge, 
but also about gathering for priestly fraternity. This year, we are focusing on 
mental health awareness for priestly ministry. This includes both practical    
scenarios encountered in priestly ministry and a greater self-awareness of our 
own mental health for healthy and fulfilling priestly ministry. 
    Due to this mandatory week away for all priests in parishes throughout our 
diocese, we will not be able to offer our regular daily Mass, Adoration, or 
Confession schedule this coming week (Oct.12th-17th). Our normal daily Mass 
schedule will resume the following week (Oct. 19th-24th). Our weekend Mass 
schedule remains, as always, unchanged. 
 

Infant and Pregnancy Loss Memorial Prayer Service 
    Since 1998, the Sunday closest to October 15th has been nationally observed 
as the annual Day for Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance. Keeping 
with this day of prayer, we will hold a prayer service to remember and support 
those affected by pregnancy and infant loss. This Memorial Prayer Service 
will be on Sunday, October 18th, at St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery at 2 PM. 
This service is open to parishioners and all throughout Wells County. 
    The prayer service includes the opportunity to place memorial “butterfly” 
ornaments at the cemetery. These memorial “butterfly” ornaments will be 
available in the narthex, at both of our local funeral homes throughout this 
coming week, and at the cemetery the day of the prayer service. Those who 
may not be ready to attend a public service are invited to take and place their 
own “butterfly” ornaments at the cemetery privately. 
 

Liturgical and Altar Arrangements 
    As mentioned in recent weeks, with our return to the sanctuary, we will be 
adopting some of the variety of liturgical options that the Church offers us. 
Most visible will be the use of differing altar arrangements in our regular 
schedule. Our Friday 8:30 AM and Sunday 10 AM Masses will be celebrated 
ad orientem (with priest and people facing together), while our other seven 
daily and weekend Masses will be celebrated versus populum (with the priest 
facing the congregation). Having made use of both options during renovations, 
this seems an opportune time to adopt both into our regular schedule, allowing 
for differing options as we join together in our one worship of Christ.  

Saturday, October 10 
4:00-4:45 p.m.  Confession 
5:00 p.m.   Christine Bailey + 

Sunday, October 11 
7:10 a.m.  Rosary 
7:30 a.m.    Our Parish Family 
9:40 a.m.  Rosary 
10:00 a.m.   Tom Cincotta +  

Monday, October 12 
No Mass 

Tuesday, October 13 
No Mass 

Wednesday, October 14 
No Mass 
              Thursday, October 15 
No Mass 

Friday, October 16 
No Mass 

Saturday, October 17 
4:00-4:45   Confession 
5:00 p.m.    Our Parish Family 

Sunday, October 18 
7:10 a.m.  Rosary 
7:30 a.m.    Evelyn Morrissey + 
9:40 a.m.  Rosary 
10:00 a.m.   Dean Mowan + 

~Fr. David 

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

Mon., Oct. 12 - Weekday [28] - Gal 4:22-
24, 26-27, 31—5:1 / Ps 113:1b-5a, 6-7 / Lk 
11:29-32 
Tues., Oct. 13 - Weekday [28] - Gal 5:1-
6 / Ps 119:41, 43-45, 47-48 / Lk 11:37-41 
Wed., Oct. 14 - Weekday [28] - St. Callis-
tus I, Pope, Martyr - Gal 5:18-25 / Ps 1:1-
4, 6 / Lk 11:42-46 
Thurs., Oct. 15 - St. Teresa of Jesus, Vir-
gin, Doctor of the Church - Eph 1:1-10 / 
Ps 98:1-6 / Lk 11:47-54 
Fri., Oct. 16 - Weekday [28] - St. Hedwig, 
Religious; St. Margaret Mary Alacoque, 
Virgin - Eph 1:11-14 / Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-
13 / Lk 12:1-7 
Sat., Oct. 17 - St. Ignatius of Antioch, 
Bishop, Martyr - Eph 1:15-23 / Ps 8:2-3b, 
4-7 / Lk 12:8-12 
Sun., Oct. 18 - Twenty-Ninth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time - Is 45:1, 4-6 / Ps 96:1, 3-
5, 7-10 / 1 Thes 1:1-5b / Mt 22:15-21 



Your gifts to St. Joseph Parish are appreciated! 

   PARISH CALENDAR  
• Sat., Oct. 10 - Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

• Sun., Oct. 11 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.  

• Sun., Oct. 11 - Religious Education - 8:30-9:45 a.m. 

• Mon., Oct. 12 - No Mass 

• Tues., Oct. 13 - No Mass 

• Wed., Oct. 14 - No Mass 

• Thurs., Oct. 15 - No Mass 

• Thurs., Oct. 15 - Discover Catholicism 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the 
Parish Conference Room 

• Fri., Oct. 16 - No Mass   

• Sat., Oct. 17 - Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

• Sun., Oct. 18 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.  

• Sun., Oct. 18 -  No Religious Education Classes / Fall Break 

• Sun., Oct. 18 -  Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Memo-
rial Service at 2 PM at St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery  
on East State Rd 124. All are welcome. 

• Mon., Oct. 19 - No Public Mass 

• Tues., Oct. 20 - Adoration 7:00-8:00 a.m. / Mass 8:00 a.m. /     
Confessions 8:30 a.m. 

• Tues., Oct. 20 - Mass 10:30 a.m. at Christian Care Retirement 
Community.  

 
 
 

Weekend of Oct. 3rd & 4th  

Adult Envelopes - $3,327.50 

Loose - $243.00 

Repair / Rainy Day - $1,701.50 

Various Donations - $114.00 

Religious Ed. Fees- $340.00 
 

Weekend Total - $5,726.00 
 

Our weekly budget is $5,101.40 

 

We ended $624.60 ahead of our 

budget for the week. 

St. Vincent de Paul Fund - $70 

 

Sept. Online Giving - $6,850.00 

We ended $5,870.86 ahead of  

our budget for September 2026.  

ST. JOSEPH PARISH FINANCE REPORT 

Weekend of October 17th& 18th  
 

   Mass       Cantors 
  5:00 p.m.    Nichole Decker 
  7:30 a.m     Mike Morrissey 
10:00 a.m.    Adult Choir 
                    Lectors 
  5:00 p.m.    Marita Crawfis 
  7:30 a.m.    Abe Herr 
10:00 a.m.    Mike Dunn 
                   Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 5:00  p.m.    Dan Geimer 
 7:30  a.m.    Twilla Herr 
10:00  a.m.   Rick Singer 
                    Servers 
 5:00  p.m.   Audrey Mechling, Danny Decker, Volunteer 
 7:30  a.m.   Annie Herr, Liam Harris, Ainsley Wagner 
10:00 a.m.   Gabby/Olivia/Jacob Hoffacker 

 CHOIR PRACTICE 
begins Monday, October 26th 

At 5:30 PM 

CALLING  ALL  YOUNG  SINGERS 
AGES 7 - 14 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR IS BACK!! 

G.I.R.L’S Night Out 
Tuesday, October 13th at 7 PM 

Parish Conference Room 
Join us as we introduce our new book for the year, 

Thirst for Truth: From Mohammad to Jesus,  
Following the conversion story of author Nikki Kingsley 

from Islam to the Catholic Church. 
All women of the parish are invited & welcome! 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FUND REPORT—SEPT. 2026 
Utilities - $304.14          Housing - $2,455.46 

Charitable Donations - $1,000.00 
Total Donations for September 2026 - $3,759.60 

All are welcome to join together in  
prayer during our Annual  

Pregnancy and Infant Loss  
Awareness Memorial Service 

    on Sunday, October 18th, at 2 PM 
at St. Joseph Catholic Cemetery  

on East State Rd 124  
“You knit me in my mother’s womb.”  Ps. 139:13 

40TH ANNUAL BISHOP’S  APPEAL 
 

         Our 40th Annual Bishop’s Appeal  
       Goal this year is: $37,414.64           

All donations over our goal will come  
directly back to our parish. All pledge 

cards are due by Friday, November 13th . 

Thank You! 



   

   

   

   

 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Father Aloysius Phillips, Council 7555 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

116 E. Dustman Rd.,, Bluffton-260.824.4263   

Open Monday through 

 Thursday 9am-5pm 

Serving All Surrounding Areas 

dash90wines.com 

Thursday’s: 3pm-8pm 

Friday’s: 3pm-8pm 

Saturday’s: Noon-8pm 

See us on Facebook & 

Instagram! 

The Herr Family 

Parishioners 

FAIRWAY  FLOOR  COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
 

Charles Thompson 

260-824-3049                                                 
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p                    

 
 

Kris Thompson, Parishioner– 260-820-2333 
Bekkee Thompson– 260-273-6354 

 

             “Hear what you’ve been missing.” 
Dr. Jennifer L. Wagner, Au.D.       (260) 706-2558 
Dr. Grace Cebalt, Au.D.                (260) 706-2558 

www.ExperienceAudiology.com 

Francisco Sanchez and Family, Parishioners 

 

El Camino Real 
Authentic Mexican Food 

2185 Commerce Dr. 
Bluffton, IN 46714 
(260) 565-3300 

           Juan & Rosa Ortiz, Family, Parishioners 

 

 

 

“Saint Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the  
upright guardian of those entrusted to his care. May 

he always guard, protect and enlighten families.” 
- St. John Paul II 

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell, Michelle Adler,  
Matt Hayes & Brigitte Washburn 

TEL 260.824-9377 
gordonlegal.net 

Dan Gordon, Parishioner 
Matt Hayes, Parishioner, St. Vincent de Paul 

Contact the 

the Parish 

Office at  

(260) 824-1380 

 

3320 East State Road 124 

Bluffton, IN  46714   260-824-3852 

Mitch Harnish      

 

Contact the 

the Parish 

Office at  

(260) 824-1380 

 
“What does love look like? 

It has the hands to help others. 
It has the feet to hasten to the poor and 
needy. It has eyes to see the misery and 
want. It has the ears to hear the sighs 
and sorrows of men. That is what love 

looks like.”  
- St. Augustine 


