
St. Joseph Catholic Church 
1300 N. Main, Bluffton 46714  

260-824-1380 
email: stjosephchurch@adamswells.com  

website: stjosephchurchbluffton.org 
Pastor:  Rev. Msgr. Pius N. Ilechukwu 

Msgr. Pius’ direct email: stjosephchurch1875@gmail.com 
Director of Liturgical Music:  Sr. Rose Clare Ehrlich, CSA 

Administrative Assistant/DRE:  Michelle Paxton 
Director of Youth Ministry:  Steve Higgins 

Steve’s email:  sehiggins78@yahoo.com 

               Name:________________________________________  Phone:__________________ 
               Address:_______________________________________________________________ 
               City:________________________________________  State:_____  Zip:___________ 

               e-mail address:_______________________________________ 
                

        [ ] New Parishioners, please send a Parish Registration Form      [ ] We’ve Moved, here is our new information     

Welcome! We extend our hearts and hands to all who celebrate with us at St. Josephs. We would like to invite any 
guest to fill out the form below, if interested  in becoming a registered member of this Parish.  

Thank you for worshiping with us! Again Welcome, Bienvenidos, Benvenuto, Willkommen, Nno-nu, Byenveni! 

  Parish Council Members: 
  Barb Ault– 638-4725 / John Horn– 433-5544 

Monica Harris– 450-9818 / Dave Huss– 622-7531 
Mike Lautzenheiser– 820-0316 / Sue Singer– 824-8009 

  Building Board Committee Members: 
Oscar Heyne– 273-1415 / Doral Smith– 824-1484  

 Joe Baur– 824-1760 / Dan Sudhoff– (317)-654-2075 

Finance Committee Members: 
Doug Lehman– 824-0367 / Rick Singer– 824-8009  

 Becky Biberstein– 565-4143 / Jim Yonker– 824-0651 

Social Committee Members: 
Jessica Seago, Chairperson– 273-3475 

Ann Reifsteck– 824-1044 / Carrie Onweller– 273-9734 
Jenny Esmond– 824-4312 / Missy Huss– 820-0411  

Tori Emrah– 622-1241 / Mary Ann Flowers– 824-1132  
Rebecca Anderson– 273-3353 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -(cut here)- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.  Mark 1:22 



                        MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, January 27 
4:00 p.m.   Confessions 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Deceased members of Larry & JoAnn  
                  Dustman Family by JoAnn Dustman 
Sunday, January 28 
- Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - 
7:10 a.m.   Rosary 
7:30 a.m.   Norma Bauman + by Robert & Bonnie 
                  Beam 
9:40 a.m.   Rosary 
10:00 a.m. Parish Family 
 
Msgr. Pius N. Ilechukwu will be out of town un-
til  February 1, 2018.  There will be not be week-

day Mass here in our Parish;  However, 
Monsignor Pius will celebrate these intentions  

while he is away in Nigeria: 
Monday, January 29– Edward J. Schaefer + by  
                                   Diane Humphrey 
Tuesday, January 30– Living & Deceased Family  
& Friends of Diane Humphrey by Diane Humphrey 
Wednesday, January 31– Hildegarde Schaefer +  
                                         by Diane Humphrey 
Thursday, February 1– Jeanette Ault + by Family 
Friday, February 2– Msgr. Pius N. Ilechukwu pri- 
                                 vate Mass 
 
Saturday, February 3 
7:45 a.m.  Morning Prayer 
8:00 a.m.  No Intention 
8:30 a.m.  Rosary 
4:00 p.m.   Confessions 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Josephine Jackson + by Tom & Becky  
                  Jackson 
Sunday, February 4 
- Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - 
7:10 a.m.   Rosary 
7:30 a.m.   Parish Family 
9:40 a.m.   Rosary 
10:00 a.m. Marcella Quinn + by Tom & Becky  
                  Jackson 

Please remember in your prayers… 
Bud & Sharon Miller, Ramon Villamil, 
Genevieve Lohmuller, Becky Biberstein, 
Fern Britton, James A. Yonker, Sr., Eve-

lyn Morrissey, Betty Meyer, Ron Payne, David Carr, 
Ronnie & Bonnie Burns, Michael Green, Dorothy 
‘Dottie’ Marbach and Rick Cotterman. 

HOMILY FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B 

HOMILY THEME: “THEY WERE ASTOUNDED AT HIS TEACHING, FOR 
HE TAUGHT THEM AS ONE HAVING AUTHORITY,  

AND NOT AS THE SCRIBES.” (Mark 1:22) 

BY: Fr. Robert deLeon, CSC 

Some years back I met Kim, a sparkling young woman who, in the course of conversa-
tion, shared with me her pain at her grandmother’s mortal illness. Kim and her grand-
mother were especially close, and now with death so near that bond was tightening. 
Kim was already grieving the anticipated loss, her frequent reports of visits confirming 
the approaching demise. Then the phone call came early one morning; Grandmother 
had died. Though I’d never met her, I felt that I’d known her for years through her 
granddaughter’s stories. 

On a snowy, blustery January morning, we gathered at the church where the funeral 
would take place. Meeting new faces with a handshake, I found myself repeating a 
mantra, “I know Grandmother through Kim.” As the Mass began, a few of my own 
tears joined Kim’s when the music mingled with memories. Together we all sang: 
“Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand; I am tired, I am weak, I am 
worn; through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the light; take my hand, pre-
cious Lord, lead me home.” Yes, this was Grandmother’s faith speaking to us. And it 
was from this faith that Kim could laugh even amidst the tears as, delivering the 
eulogy, she related stories of Grandmother’s life. We gathered together, a whole 
church-full, in tribute to a long life of God- centered love. 

When Grandmother’s funeral procession arrived at the cemetery with the day growing 
colder and windier, we climbed the hill to her waiting grave beside that of her prede-
ceased husband. Huddling around the casket as if seeking a campfire’s warmth, we 
rushed through the prescribed prayers as ears, noses and fingertips numbed. With our 
concluding “Amen” a cloud of frosted breath, Grandmother’s final request was deliv-
ered by Kim. With all the solemnity she could muster as both tears and laughter strug-
gled for the upper hand, Kim addressed us, “Would everyone now take one of Grand-
mother’s flowers and follow me.” Thirty of us each plucked a flower from the arrange-
ments surrounding Grandmother’s casket and followed Kim through the snow as she 
approached a grave two rows away and placed her flower before a small headstone 
now almost hidden beneath a snowdrift. When all of us had done likewise in mysteri-
ous tribute to whomever was buried here, Kim’s explanation was accented with gig-
gles. “Now that she’s dead, I can tell you that Grandmother was a thief. After Grandfa-
ther died, she’d come to the cemetery a few times each week and took flowers from 
this grave to put on Grandfather’s. Whoever is buried here always had fresh flowers, 
so Grandmother borrowed them. She made me promise that we’d square things up 
when she died.” Loud laughter our last frosted salute to Grandmother, we ran to the 
warmth of our waiting cars. 

Life is the best teacher, and the lessons most ingrained in us are those learned from the 
example of others. In today’s Gospel passage, we hear that the disciples “Were as-
tounded at Jesus’ teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes.” (Mark 1:22) What so astounded the disciples was that Jesus actually lived 
what he taught. His words were not empty as were those of other religious leaders of 
the day. 

Grandmother’s long life of deep faith was almost taken for granted, but when we en-
tered the church for the last time in her company, it was she who sang to us of her 
heart’s deepest desire: “Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, I am 
tired, I am weak, I am worn; through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the 
light; take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.” Grandmother was home—soul in 
heaven, body on a hilltop, borrowed flowers returned, and a life-long lesson in faith 
passed on to a new generation. 

WELCOME! 
Jan., 27/28– Fr. Gus Gordon (Food for the Poor) 

 SCHEDULE MASS INTENTIONS - 
The most beautiful gift one can give to 
another person is a Spiritual Bouquet of 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. No mate-
rial gift can ever compare to or equal the 
Infinite Value of the Holy Mass. Call the 

Parish office to schedule 824-1380. 
Masses may be scheduled for the living as well  

as the deceased.  

Man says… Show me and I will trust you.  
God says… Trust me and I will show you. 

Psalm 126:6  



The amount needed each week 
to make budget is $5,116.40  

We are $839.05 ahead of budget 
from last week. 

Other Collections within  
our Parish–  

St. Vincent de Paul- $495.00 
Bolivian Mission- $1,160.00 

 
Diocesan Special Collections: 
Religious Retirement- $400.00 

 
Thank you for your gifts 

to St. Joseph’s! 

Collection for Weekend of 
January 20/21, 2018 

Adult Envelopes- $3,950.00 
Child Envelopes- $19.25 
Loose- $174.20 
Religious Ed. Fund- $852.00 
Repair/Rainy Day Fund– 
$670.00 
Bulletin Ad- $250.00 
Christmas Offering- $30.00 
Solemnity of Mary- $10.00 
 
Total- $5,955.45 

 

WEEKEND OF  FEBRUARY 3/4, 2018 
CANTORS:           

5:00    Larry Leitz 
7:30    Mike Morrissey 
10:00  Tammy Horn– Choir Mass 

LECTORS:  
5:00     Knights of Columbus 
7:30     Carol Butler 
10:00   Dan Geimer 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
5:00     Knights of Columbus 
7:30     Jill Morrissey, Sherry Makowski, Barb Ault 
10:00   Monica Harris, Diana Cole, Steve Higgins, Tammy  
            Helm, Luisa Sumabat, Sandy Smythe 

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY: 
5:00   Knights of Columbus 
7:30   Doug/Janet Lehman 
10:00  Todd Hartman Family/Christ Reifsteck Family 

SERVERS: 
  5:00    Knights of Columbus 
  7:30    Oriana Makowski, Clayton Vachon, Mark Geisel 
  10:00  Quinn Dreiband, Catherine Crawfis, Angela Rogers 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH CALENDAR 2018 

 Sat./Sun., Feb. 3/4– Blessing of the Throats at all Masses 

 Tues., Feb. 6– Knights of Columbus– Rosary 6:40 p.m./
Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Feb. 7– Adoration 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Feb. 7– Parish Council Mtg.– 7:30 p.m. (after Mass) 

 Wed., Feb. 14– Ash Wednesday Masses 7:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

 Thurs., Feb. 15– ALPHA– 6:30-8:00 p.m. (each Thursday 
through May 10 except Mar. 8 & Mar. 29). 

 Fri., Feb. 16– Lenten Soup Supper– 5:30-6:30 p.m. each Friday 
of Lent (except Mar. 16 & 30). All are Welcome! 

 Fri., Feb. 16– Stations of the Cross– 7:00 p.m. each Friday of 
Lent. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 Sat., Feb. 17– Student’s Mass– 5:00 p.m. 

 Sun., Feb. 18– Coffee & Donuts after 7:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
Masses hosted by St. Joseph CCW. 

 Wed., Feb. 21– Parish Finance Mtg.– 7:30 p.m. (after Mass) 

 Thurs., Mar. 1– All Day Adoration- 8:30a.m. - 7:00 p.m. /  
        Evening Prayer– 6:30 p.m. /Litany of the Eucharist/ Benedic- 
        tion– 6:45 p.m. /Mass– 7:00 p.m.  

 Sun. - Thurs., Mar. 4-8– Parish Mission– watch for details! 

 Tues., Mar. 6– Knights of Columbus– Rosary 6:40 p.m./
Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Mar., 7– Parish Council Mtg.– 7:30 p.m. (after Mass) 

 Fri., Mar. 16– K of C All You Can Eat Fish Fry!- 4:30-7:30pm 

 Sun., Mar. 18– Coffee & Donuts after 7:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
Masses hosted by St. Joseph Social Group 

 Sun., Apr. 1– Easter Sunday 

 Tues., April 3– Confirmation Mass at St. Mary’s, Decatur– 
7:00 p.m. 

 Sun., April 15– Student’s Mass– 10:00 a.m. 

 SCRIPTURE/MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Mon.,  Jan. 29 - Fourth Week in Ordinary Time - 2 Sm 15:13-
14,30; 16:5-13/ Mk 5:1-20 
Tues., Jan. 30 - 2 Sm 18:9-10,14b,24-25a,30-19:3/ Mk 5:21-43 
Wed., Jan. 31 - St. John Bosco, Priest - 2 Sm 24:2,9-17/ Mk 6:1-6  
Thurs., Feb. 1 - 1 Kgs 2:1-4,10-12/ Mk 6:7-13 
Fri., Feb. 2 - The Presentation of the Lord - World Day for Con-
secrated Life - Mal 3:1-4/ Heb 2:14-18/ Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32  
Sat., Feb. 3 - St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr; St. Ansgar, Bishop - 
1 Kgs 3:4-13/ Mk 6:30-34 
Sun., Feb. 4 - Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Jb 7:1-4,6-7/ 1 
Cor 9:16-19,22-23/ Mk 1:29-39 

MEETING REMINDER!  Tuesday, February 6, 2018  
Meet in Church for the Rosary at 6:40 and  

meeting to follow in social hall at 7:00.  
 Mark your calendars for the K of C All You Can Eat 
Fish Fry, Friday, March 16– 4:30-7:30 p.m. 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 

Time is given equally to everyone, 
but how we use it determines its true value. 

 
“Teach us to number our days aright, 

that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). 

 
 
Beginning  
Thursday 

February 15 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Watch for more 
exciting details! 

BOLIVIAN MISSION NEWS 
The 2018 Bolivian nine month school year begins in February and 
runs through October. Sponsors of last year's students will receive a 
picture and letter from their student as soon as the translating is 
complete. A contribution statement for tax purposes will be in-
cluded as well. We hope to have these ready by the end of January 
or early February. The cost to sponsor one student's tuition is $10/
month for 9 months for a total of $90/school year. It can be paid 
every month or with a one time payment, or any combination in 
between. Contact Michelle Paxton at 824-1380 for further informa-
tion. Thank you! 

Contribution Statements were mailed out last Thursday, January 
25th. If you did not receive yours, please call the office– 824-1380. 



                                           
                                        

 

 

 
 
 

Carl P. Goodwin -  (1922-2008) 
David L. Goodwin 

Douglas L. Cale 
Mitch Harnish 

DUNWIDDIE, HEATING,  
PLUMBING & A/C 

824-1999 
Over 25 yrs. Experience 

Commercial & Residential 
Armstrong Furnaces & A/C 
Geo– Open & Close Loops 

Boilers & Floor Heat Systems 
Duct Work & Sheet Metal 

Well & Sump Pumps 
Doug Dunwiddie, Parishioner 

2155 N Main St          (260) 824-9643 
Interurban Park 
Bluffton, IN  46714 

Dan Geimer, Gemologist(GIA)   
 
www.daniels-jewelers.net 
Dan & Jane Geimer Parishioners 

GORDON & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C.  

Attorneys 
 

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell 
 Michelle Adler, David Anthony, 

And Matt Hayes 
 

260-824-9377 
Dan Gordon, Parishioner 

 

     
 

         

 

Awesome Hair 
122 N. Johnson St. 

Bluffton, IN 
Carmie Anderson,  

parishioner 

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
Charles Thompson 

Kris & Kent      
260-824-3049                                                 

Open by Appointment                                    
Home: 260-824-0003                    

Kris Thompson Cell # 820-2333 
Kent Thompson Cell # 307-6584 

Kris Thompson, Parishioner 

The Grover Company 
 

Property Management 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

 

260-820-0638 
Bret Grover 

 

Knights of Columbus  
Father Aloysius Phillips Council 7555 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         
 

 
 
 

 

It’s a child, not a 
choice… 

Abortion does not make 
you “un-pregnant”, it 
makes you the mother 

of a dead child. 

 
 

         

 

Parishioners 

Goodwin - Cale & Harnish 
Memorial Chapel 
3320 East State Road 124 

Bluffton, IN  46714 

(260) 273-1768 
Creativethreads@hotmail.com 

New Patients Welcome  
105 West Harvest Road, Bluffton IN 

South Main across from Kroger 
260-824-3424 

 
Dr. Julayne Miller, Parishioner 

Thank you and 

God Bless You! 

To our men and women  

in uniform… 

past, present and future, 

Sam Haiflich, Parishioner  
St. Aloysius Parish, Yoder, IN 

 

218 S. Main St., Bluffton, IN   
260-824-8112 

Chuck & Sue Kristek 

 

Spread  love  
everywhere you go. 

Let no one ever 
come to you  

without leaving 

happier. 
 

-Mother Teresa 

827-0700 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Email:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com 
Phone: 260-433-5544 
Website: HornMediation.com 

John Horn MS, MBA– Parishioner 

* Listed on Indiana Registry of Approved Court Mediators 
* Member of the Indiana Association of Mediators 
* No fee for initial consultation 

 

  

116 E. Dustman Road, Bluffton 
260-824-4263 or 

admin@helpinghandscpc.org 
www.helpinghandscpc.org 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 9-5 
 

109 E. Huntington St., Montpelier 
765-209-4614 

Wednesday & Friday from 10-4 

3155 S. State Rd 

 

 

mailto:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com�
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