
St. Joseph Catholic Church 
1300 N. Main, Bluffton 46714  

260-824-1380 
email: stjosephchurch@adamswells.com  

website: stjosephchurchbluffton.org 
Pastor:  Rev. Msgr. Pius N. Ilechukwu 

Msgr. Pius’ direct email: stjosephchurch1875@gmail.com 
Director of Liturgical Music:  Sr. Rose Clare Ehrlich, CSA 

Administrative Assistant/DRE:  Michelle Paxton 
Director of Youth Ministry:  Steve Higgins 

Steve’s email:  sehiggins78@yahoo.com 

               Name:________________________________________  Phone:__________________ 
               Address:_______________________________________________________________ 
               City:________________________________________  State:_____  Zip:___________ 

               e-mail address:_______________________________________ 
                

        [ ] New Parishioners, please send a Parish Registration Form      [ ] We’ve Moved, here is our new information     

Welcome! We extend our hearts and hands to all who celebrate with us at St. Josephs. We would like to invite any 
guest to fill out the form below, if interested  in becoming a registered member of this Parish.  

Thank you for worshiping with us! Again Welcome, Bienvenidos, Benvenuto, Willkommen, Nno-nu, Byenveni! 

  Parish Council Members: 
  Barb Ault– 638-4725 / John Horn– 433-5544 

Monica Harris– 450-9818 / Dave Huss– 622-7531 
Mike Lautzenheiser– 820-0316 / Sue Singer– 824-8009 

  Building Board Committee Members: 
Oscar Heyne– 273-1415 / Doral Smith– 824-1484  

 Joe Baur– 824-1760 / Dan Sudhoff– (317)-654-2075 

Finance Committee Members: 
Doug Lehman– 824-0367 / Rick Singer– 824-8009  

 Becky Biberstein– 565-4143 / Jim Yonker– 824-0651 

Social Committee Members: 
Jessica Seago, Chairperson– 273-3475 

Ann Reifsteck– 824-1044 / Carrie Onweller– 273-9734 
Jenny Esmond– 824-4312 / Missy Huss– 820-0411  

Tori Emrah– 622-1241 / Mary Ann Flowers– 824-1132  
Rebecca Anderson– 273-3353 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -(cut here)- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 



                        MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, December 9 
7:45 a.m.   Morning Prayer 
8:00 a.m.   Fr. Maurice O’Connell + by Steve &  
                  Michele Butler AND Mike Watson +  
                  Carmie Anderson 
8:30 a.m.   Rosary 
4:00 p.m.   Confessions 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Donald Smith Family by Don & Mary  
                  Lou Smith 
Sunday, December 10 
- Second Sunday of Advent - 
7:10 a.m.   Rosary 
7:30 a.m.   Deceased members of  Tim & Donna  
                  Geisel Family by Tim & Donna Geisel 
9:40 a.m.   Rosary 
10:00 a.m. Parish Family 
Monday, December 11 
7:45 a.m.   Morning Prayer 
8:00 a.m.   Deceased members of Gene & Kay Keys  
                  by Gene & Kay Keys 
8:30 a.m.   Rosary 
Tuesday, December 12 
Eucharistic Adoration– 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. 
7:45 a.m.   Morning Prayer 
8:00 a.m.   Deceased Family & Friends of Ron &  
                  Kathy Marshall by Ron & Kathy Marshall 
8:30 a.m.   Rosary 
8:30 a.m.   Confession 
Wednesday, December 13 - Due to Priest’s Recon-
ciliation in Syracuse today & Msgr. Pius helping 
with confessions,  Mass will be at 8:00 a.m. / Also, 
there will  NOT be Adoration today as well.  
7:45 a.m.   Morning Prayer 
8:00 a.m.   Edward J. Schaefer + by Diane Hum- 
                  phrey 
8:30 a.m.   Rosary 
Thursday, December 14 
7:45 a.m.   Morning Prayer 
8:00 a.m.   Hildegarde Schaefer + by Diane Hum- 
                  phrey 
8:30 a.m.   Rosary 
1:00 p.m.   Visitation of the Sick and Homebound 
Friday, December 15  
7:45 a.m.   Morning Prayer 
8:00 a.m.   Marjorie Harty + by St. Joseph Choir 
8:30 a.m.   Rosary         
Saturday, December 16 
7:45 a.m.   Morning Prayer 
8:00 a.m.   Deceased members of Braun Family by  
                  Dave & Margie Huss 
8:30 a.m.   Rosary 
4:00 p.m.   Confessions 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Gonzalo Riveros + by Gloria & Gerry  
                  Riveros 
Sunday, December 17 
- Third Sunday of Advent - 
7:10 a.m.   Rosary 
7:30 a.m.   Parish Family 
9:40 a.m.   Rosary 
10:00 a.m. Bob & Rose Marie Bates + by their  
                  Children 

Please pray for… Bud & Sharon Miller, Ramon Villamil, Genevieve Lohmuller, Becky Biberstein, Fern Britton, James A. Yonker, Sr., Eve-
lyn Morrissey, Betty Meyer, Ron Payne, David Carr, Ronnie & Bonnie Burns, Michael Green, Dorothy ‘Dottie’ Marbach and Rick Cotterman. 

   2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT: DECEMBER 10TH, 2017 YR. B 
 

PREPARE THE WAY FOR THE LORD, SO THAT YOU WILL BE  
OPPORTUNED TO SEE THE SALVATION OF OUR GOD 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ I say peace be with you all. Advent Penance 
Service, Confession/Reconciliation is tomorrow Monday December 11, 2017 at 
7:00 p.m. here in this our Church, St. Joseph’s. Please tell others, come you your-
self and encourage others to come. So, get ready for it. 
  
As we await the new heaven and the new earth, let us make clear the way of the Lord 
by being servants of justice, truth, peace, forgiveness and love. Today, one week has 
passed since Advent began. I hope that you are preparing the way for the Lord God. 
The way: Is, your way of life. The way you do thing. Striving to do good always. 
And surely you are listening to the voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepares 
the way of the Lord; make straight his parts.” That is; the parts of our God. Keep-
ing His Commandments. 
 
Thus, in the first Reading, (Is 40:1-5, 9-11), Prophet Isaiah in a beautiful poetic lan-
guage was telling the Israelites to wait for God’s deliverance from their trouble in 
Babylon where they were serving as slaves, in exile, under terrible conditions. You 
know waiting can sometimes be devastating when we are not sure of the outcome of 
our waiting. Take as an example, someone waiting to be called in by a doctor to tell 
him/her the result of the X-Ray. Will the result be good or bad, the patient asks himself/
herself? Will it be tumor? Is it malignant? Or someone waiting for the result of an inter-
view for a job one desperately needed. We can find ourselves in such a situation. 
Through the prophet God is telling us that he will step in and lead us out of such hope-
lessness situation. He will take care of our needs if we place our trust in him. Here 
comes our God. Whatever your problems, whatever fault, sins committed, you can still 
have a happy Christmas and celebrate the “Emmanuel- God is with us”. Let the respon-
sorial Psalm, (Ps 85), be your prayer and consolation today: “Lord let us see your kind-
ness and grant us your salvation.” 
 
In the 2nd reading, (2Pt 3:8-14), we are reminded that God’s time is the best. His ways 
are not ours. While we wait for his coming in judgment, we must be ready, vigilant 
without fault or spot or blemish. Strive, for it is possible. 
 
In the Gospel, (Mk 1:1-8), the prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled historically and liter-
ally when John the Baptist preached the saving Advent of God in the wilderness by the 
Jordan River where the salvation of God was in fact seen. There Christ’s glory was 
made known to all when after he was baptized. The heavens were opened, and the Holy 
Spirit came down on him in the form of a dove and rested upon him. Then the father’s 
voice was heard in testimony to Jesus his son. “This is my beloved son, with whom I 
am well pleased.” John the Baptist humbly testified that he was not worthy to untie the 
thongs of his shoes. I hope that everybody is preparing for the Lord. How do we pre-
pare? Confess your sins, forgive those who offended you, ask for forgiveness to those 
you offended including yourself. Love, care for the unloved and the abandoned, those 
forgotten, help the poor and the needy, make peace.  
 

                  God bless you                         Msgr. Pius N. Ilechukwu 
NB: 1. We plan for Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, to join in the “Foot Steps of Jesus 
Christ”. So, consider seriously of joining us to the home land of Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. You will never regret going. It will help you to understand more vividly the 
Scripture passages. It is from April 23 to May 2, 2018. Thanks to Janet Lehman 
and Stacey Coulardot for coordinating this. The Brochure is now available. Pick 
up one at the Narthex, read and register. For more information and guidance con-
tact Janet Lehman: 260-824-0367 or Stacey Coulardot: 260-466-1224 or Parish 
Office at 260-824-1380. 
2.  As we begin the Advent Season, I want to call our minds that “The Year of 
Faith” began last Sunday, December 3rd, First Sunday of Advent, as was declared 
by the Holy Father, Pope Francis. So, begin now to benefit yourself and your loved 
ones from the graces of the Year of Faith. 

NB: “Heaven is for us all. I hope you are doing something about it”. 



The amount needed each week 
to make budget is $5,116.40  

We are $535.39 behind budget 
from last week. 

 
Other Collections within  

our Parish– St. Joseph CCW- 
$20.00 

 
Diocesan Special Collections: 

Campaign for Human  
Development- $1.00 

Religious Retirement- $1,447.00 

Collection for Weekend of 
December 2/3, 2017 

Adult Envelopes- $2,836.00 
Child Envelopes- $9.75 
Loose- $487.02 
Religious Ed. Fund- $171.00 
Repair/Rainy Day Fund- $911.00 
Hall Rent- $100.00 
Votive Candles- $45.24 
Immaculate Conception- $21.00 
Total- $4,581.01 
 

Thank you for your gifts 
to St. Joseph’s! 

WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 16/17, 2017   
CANTORS:           

5:00     Jay Crisp 
7:30     Donna Geisel 
10:00   Tammy Horn 

LECTORS:  
5:00     Barb Ault 
7:30     Geoff Frank 
10:00   Sam Witwer (Student’s Mass) 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
5:00     Dan/Beth Gordon, Joe Baur 
7:30     Dave/Margie Huss, Jill Morrissey 
10:00   Diana Cole, John Horn, Sandy Smythe, Jeff Miller,  
            Larisa Sudhoff, Dan Geimer  

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY: 
5:00   Volunteers 
7:30    Dale/Sarah McCorkle Family 
10:00  Student’s Mass 

SERVERS: 
  5:00   Emma Roembke, 2 Volunteers 
  7:30   Brendan McCorkle, Faith Loshe, Volunteer 
  10:00  Student’s Mass 

ST. JOSEPH’S 2017/18 PARISH CALENDAR 
 Mon., Dec. 11– St. Joseph’s Advent Penance Service– 7:00 

p.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 17- Coffee & Donuts after 7:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
Masses by Knights of Columbus 

 Sat./Sun., Dec. 23 & 24– 4th Sunday of Advent Masses– 5:00 
p.m., 7:30 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

 Sun., Dec. 24 & Sun., Dec. 31– No Religious Ed. Classes/ 
Christmas break 

 Sun./Mon., Dec. 24 & 25– The Nativity of the Lord 
(Christmas)– Family Mass Dec. 24– 5:00 p.m. / Christmas 
Night Mass– 10:00 p.m. / Mon., Dec. 25– Christmas Day 
Mass– 9:00 a.m. 

 Sat./Sun., Dec. 30 & 31– Usual Mass Times 

 Mon., Jan. 1, 2018– Mass 9:00 a.m.- Not a Holy Day of Obli-
gation this year. 

 Sun., Jan. 7– The Epiphany of the Lord– Epiphany Brunch– 
immediately following 10:00 a.m. Mass– Everyone is invited!! 

  From Death To New Life                
  In your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of 

Marcella Quinn, mother of Monica (Scott) Harris, 
died Friday, December 1, 2017 

 
May God welcome her home,  

Fill her with peace and bless those who will miss her. 
 

Eternal Rest Grant unto her O Lord, and let Perpetual light shine 
upon her. May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed 

through the mercy of God rest in Peace. Amen. 

 SCRIPTURE/MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Mon.,  Dec. 11 - Second Week of Advent - St. Damasus, I, Pope - 
Is 35:1-10/ Lk 5:17-26 
Tues., Dec. 12 - Our Lady of Guadalupe - Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 
11:19a;12:1-6a, 10ab/ Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47 
Wed., Dec. 13 - St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr - Is 40:25-31/ Mt 
11:28-30    
Thurs., Dec. 14 - St. John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor of the 
Church - Is 41:13-20/ Mt 11:11-15  
Fri., Dec. 15 - Is 48:17-19/ Mt 11:16-19  
Sat., Dec. 16 - Sir 48:1-4,9-11/ Mt 17:9a,10-13 
Sun., Dec. 17 - Third Sunday of Advent -  Is 61:1-2a,10-11/ 1 
Thes 5:16-24/ Jn 1:6-8,19-28 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 

All that we have belongs to God. 
 

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and 
all who live in it”  (Psalm 24:1). 

COFFEE AND DONUTS 
After 7:30 & 10:00 a.m. Masses 

Sunday, December 17, 2017 
Served by The Knights of Columbus 

REKINDLE THE FIRE 

8th Annual Diocesan Men’s Conference– FullyALIVE 

Saturday, February 24, 2018 at the  
Allen County War Memorial Coliseum 

Registration Forms are on the bulletin board in the narthex, please 
help yourself to one! 

       PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
The following parishioners are the selected nominees to 
be voted for next weekend, December 17, 2017 as new 
members of the Parish Pastoral Council. We publish the 
names:  Jeff Miller and Kevin Seago, Twilla Herr,  
Stacey Coulardot, Beth Gordon and Nancy Wagner.   
1. To help the nominees know that they are nominated. 
2. To help parishioners to prayerfully look at the names prior to 

the date of voting. 
3. To enable them to make a conscious voting. 
God bless you.  

  



                                           
                                        

 

 

 
 
 

Carl P. Goodwin -  (1922-2008) 
David L. Goodwin 

Douglas L. Cale 
Mitch Harnish 

DUNWIDDIE, HEATING,  
PLUMBING & A/C 

824-1999 
Over 25 yrs. Experience 

Commercial & Residential 
Armstrong Furnaces & A/C 
Geo– Open & Close Loops 

Boilers & Floor Heat Systems 
Duct Work & Sheet Metal 

Well & Sump Pumps 
Doug Dunwiddie, Parishioner 

2155 N Main St          (260) 824-9643 
Interurban Park 
Bluffton, IN  46714 

Dan Geimer, Gemologist(GIA)   
 
www.daniels-jewelers.net 
Dan & Jane Geimer Parishioners 

GORDON & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C.  

Attorneys 
 

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell 
 Michelle Adler, David Anthony, 

And Matt Hayes 
 

260-824-9377 
Dan Gordon, Parishioner 

 

     
 

         

 

Awesome Hair 
122 N. Johnson St. 

Bluffton, IN 
Carmie Anderson,  

parishioner 

Auto & Upholstery 
  Pet Odor Control 

Insured / Certified 
   Free Estimates 

Residential & Commercial 

Gary Mann 
Owner/Operator 

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
Charles Thompson 

Kris & Kent      
260-824-3049                                                 

Open by Appointment                                    
Home: 260-824-0003                    

Kris Thompson Cell # 820-2333 
Kent Thompson Cell # 307-6584 

Kris Thompson, Parishioner 

The Grover Company 
 

Property Management 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

 

260-820-0638 
Bret Grover 

 

Knights of Columbus  
Father Aloysius Phillips Council 7555 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         
 

 
 
 

 

It’s a child, not a 
choice… 

Abortion does not make 
you “un-pregnant”, it 
makes you the mother 

of a dead child. 

 
 

         

LARRY E. MOCK 
Attorney at Law 

Wells County Public Defender 
Criminal Law/Family Law 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

201 West Market Street   
Bluffton, IN 46714 

(260) 820-2671 
zitros@msn.com 

Larry E. Mock, Parishioner 

Parishioners 

Goodwin - Cale & Harnish 
Memorial Chapel 
3320 East State Road 124 

Bluffton, IN  46714 

(260) 273-1768 
Creativethreads@hotmail.com 

St. Joseph Council 
Of Catholic Women 

 
NCCW Affiliate 

New Patients Welcome  
105 West Harvest Road, Bluffton IN 

South Main across from Kroger 
260-824-3424 

 
Dr. Julayne Miller, Parishioner 

Thank you and 

God Bless You! 

To our men and women  

in uniform… 

past, present and future, 

Sam Haiflich, Parishioner  
St. Aloysius Parish, Yoder, IN 

 

218 S. Main St., Bluffton, IN   
260-824-8112 

Chuck & Sue Kristek 

 

Spread  love  
everywhere you go. 

Let no one ever 
come to you  

without leaving 

happier. 
 

-Mother Teresa 

 827-
0700 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Email:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com 
Phone: 260-433-5544 
Website: HornMediation.com 

John Horn MS, MBA– Parishioner 

* Listed on Indiana Registry of Approved Court Mediators 
* Member of the Indiana Association of Mediators 
* No fee for initial consultation 

 

         LEARN   from yesterday 
        LIVE      for today 
        HOPE    for tomorrow 

116 E. Dustman Road, Bluffton 
260-824-4263 or 

admin@helpinghandscpc.org 
www.helpinghandscpc.org 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 9-5 
 

109 E. Huntington St., Montpelier 
765-209-4614 

Wednesday & Friday from 10-4 

3155 S. State Rd 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Florida+Council+of+Catholic+Women&Form=IQFRDR�
mailto:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com�
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