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Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 21, 2025 
 

 

A special “Welcome Home!” to all our university students on their winter break 
and all of our military personnel on leave with us this coming Christmastide.      
 

    This weekend (Dec. 20th/21st), the Church celebrates the Fourth Sunday of 
Advent. As we enter the final days that lead us to Christmas, we count down 
the remaining hours until we celebrate the birth of the Messiah. In these last 
days, the Church invites us to step back from the noise of the world and seek 
out that quiet in our hearts, just as Israel once went into the wilderness to hear 
the voice of John, so that we may prepare more faithfully and joyfully to    
welcome our Redeemer on Christmas Day. 
    This quiet of the heart can be found in simple practices, such as lighting the 
candles of our Advent wreath, praying together as a family, or contemplating 
the Nativity scene. In each of these moments, we are preparing our hearts to 
welcome the Christ-child. Reducing distractions and practicing small acts of 
charity create space for grace. When our homes become places of prayer and 
love, they truly become a dwelling place for the newborn King.  
 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
    Each Christmas Mass reveals a different facet of the same great mystery. On 
Christmas Eve, the Church turns our eyes to the long waiting of Israel,      
showing us that the Child in the manger was promised from the beginning. At 
Midnight, heaven breaks its silence as the angels proclaim His birth. And, on 
Christmas Day, St. John lifts the veil and shows us who the Child truly is: the 
eternal Word made flesh, Emmanuel, God with us.  
    Similarly, each of our Masses offer a unique element. On Christmas Eve 
(Wednesday, Dec. 24th), Mass will be offered at 4 PM and 6 PM. The 4 PM 
Mass will include the blessing of our Nativity scene in the Church and music 
will be led by our Children’s Choir. The 6 PM Mass will have music led by 
our Adult Choir, in addition to a prelude of Christmas Music and Carols at 
5:30 PM (prior to Mass) to raise our hearts in preparation for Mass. 
    On Christmas Day (Thursday, Dec. 25th), Mass will be offered at both 
Midnight and 9 AM. The Midnight Mass (which is at midnight!) will be    
offered solely by candlelight and Christmas lights. The 9 AM Mass will have a 
Christmas Brunch offered afterwards in the Parish Social Hall. If you are    
planning to attend our annual Christmas Day Brunch, please see the sign-up 
sheet in the Narthex this weekend. 
    As always, we are preparing to welcome many guests this Christmas season. 
Thank you ahead of time for your warm and welcoming embrace for those 
joining us. If you know of someone with nowhere to go, please invite them to 
join us in prayer for our Christmas celebrations. There are additional postcards 
with our Christmas Mass Times in the Narthex for you to take and share. An 
invitation to Mass could be the greatest Christmas gift one may ever receive. 
 

Karing for Kids Blessing Tree and Advent Baby Shower 
    Thank you for your support of both the Karing for Kids Blessing Tree and 
our Advent Baby Shower for Helping Hands Family Resource Center. In 
the words of Pope St. Leo the Great, we best “prepare for Christ’s coming and 
make ourselves ready to welcome Him by giving to those in need, so that we 
may reflect His light in the world.” Thanks to your generosity this Advent, the 
joy of Christ’s coming is already being made visible in the lives of so many. 
 

Parish Renovations—Volunteer Opportunities 
    As a reminder, in preparation for the start of our renovations on January 5th, 
we will have two volunteers days: Sunday, Dec. 28th from 11 AM—1 PM 
and Tuesday, Dec. 30th from 1 PM—3 PM. During this time, we will move 
our liturgical furniture from the Church to the Social Hall and begin preparing 
the space to serve as our temporary “Church” during the renovations.  

Saturday, December 20 
4:00-4:45 p.m.  Confession 
4:35 p.m.  Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Delfin Rios + 

Sunday, December 21 
7:10 a.m.  Rosary 
7:30 a.m.   Chris Hartman 
9:40 a.m.  Rosary 
10:00 a.m. Our Parish Family 

Monday, December 22 
No Public Mass  

Tuesday, December 23 
7:00-8:00 a.m.  Adoration 
8:00 a.m.   Greg Mayer + 
8:30-9:00 a.m.  Confession 

Wednesday, December 24 
8:00 a.m.   Poor Souls in Purgatory 

Christmas Eve Masses 
4:00 p.m.  Bob & Mary Haecker  
               Family and Trent Patterson + 
6:00 p.m.  Our Parish Family 
           Thursday, December 25 
Midnight Mass  Bob Bushee + 
Christmas Day Mass 
9:00 a.m.   Ron Smith + 

Friday, December 26 
8:30 a.m.   Emily Butler + 

Saturday, December 27 
8:00 a.m.  Special Intention 
8:30-9:00 a.m.  Confession 
4:00-4:45 p.m.  Confession 
4:35 p.m.  Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Norbert Huseman + 

Sunday, December 28 
7:10 a.m.  Rosary 
7:30 a.m.   Our Parish Family 
9:40 a.m.  Rosary 
10:00 a.m.  Rose Marie & Robert  
                   Bates + 

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

Mon., Dec. 22 - Advent Weekday [4] - 1 Sm 
1:24-28 (Ps) 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8d / Lk 1:46-56 
Tues., Dec. 23 - Advent Weekday [4] -St. John 
of Kanty, Priest - Mal 3:1-4, 23-24 / Ps 25:4-5b, 
8-10, 14 / Lk 1:57-66 
Wed., Dec. 24 - Advent Weekday [4] - 2 Sm 
7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 / Ps 89:2-5, 27, 29 / Lk 
1:67-79 
Wed., Dec. 24 - Vigil of the Nativity of the 
Lord - Is 62:1-5 / Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 / Acts 
13:16-17, 22-25 / Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 
Thurs., Dec. 25 - The Nativity of the Lord  
(Christmas) - (Night) Is 9:1-6 / Ps 96:1-3, 11-
13 / Ti 2:11-14 / Lk 2:1-14 - (Day) Is 52:7-10 / 
Ps 98:1-6 / Heb 1:1-6 / Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14 
Fri., Dec. 26 - St. Stephen, The First Martyr - 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 / Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 8ab, 16bc-
17 / Mt 10:17-22  
Sat., Dec. 27 - St. John, Apostle, Evangelist - 1 
Jn 1:1-4 / Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 / Jn 20:1a, 2-8 
Sun., Dec. 28 - The Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph - Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 / Ps 128:1-
5 / Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17 / Mt 2:13-15, 19-23  

~Fr. David 



Weekend of December 27th & 28th 

  Mass        Cantors 
  5:00 p.m.    Dan Lautzenheiser 
  7:30 a.m.    Mike Morrissey 
10:00 a.m.    Teresa Smith 
                   Lectors 
  5:00 p.m.    Stacey Coulardot 
  7:30 a.m.    Ben Wagner 
10:00 a.m.    Patti Clark-Johnson 
                   Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 5:00  p.m.    Larisa Sudhoff 
 7:30  a.m.    Twilla Herr 
10:00  a.m.   Jacque Johnson, Monica Harris, Rick Singer 
                   Servers 
 5:00  p.m.   Alex/Audrey Mechling, volunteer 
 7:30  a.m.   Abby or Adrienne Wagner, Ainsley Wagner,  
                     Annie Herr  
10:00 a.m.   Charlie/Louis Andrews, volunteer 

Your gifts to St. Joseph Parish 
are greatly appreciated.  

Thank you!    

PARISH CALENDAR  
• Sat., Dec. 20 - Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

• Sun., Dec. 21 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m. 

• Sun., Dec. 21 - No Religious Ed. Classes - Christmas Break 

• Mon., Dec. 22 - Children’s Choir Practice - 5:30-6:30 p.m. in 
the Parish Conference Room. 

• Tues., Dec. 23 - Adoration 7:00-8:00 a.m. / Mass 8:00 a.m. /     
Confessions 8:30 a.m.  

• Wed., Dec. 24 - Parish Office Closed 

• Wed., Dec. 24 - Mass 8:00 a.m. 

• Wed., Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Mass - 4:00 p.m. (Children’s 
Choir) 

• Wed., Dec. 24 - Christmas Carols - 5:30 p.m. / Christmas Eve 
Mass - 6:00 p.m. (Adult Choir) 

• Wed., Dec. 24 - Midnight Mass - 12:00 a.m. 

• Thurs., Dec. 25 - Christmas Day Mass - 9:00 a.m. 

• Thurs., Dec. 25 - Christmas Brunch following Mass 

• Fri., Dec. 26 - Mass 8:30 a.m. 

• Fri., Dec. 26 - Parish Office Closed 

• Sat., Dec. 27 - Mass 8:00 a.m. / Confession 8:30 a.m. 

• Sat., Dec. 27 - Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m. 

• Sun., Dec. 28 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m. 

• Sun., Dec. 28 -No Religious Ed. Classes - Christmas Break  
 
 

St. Joseph Parish Finance Report 

for the Weekend of Dec. 13th / 14th 

Adult Envelopes - $2,150.00 

Loose - $272.00 

Repair / Rainy Day - $155.00 

Holy Day Offerings- $220.00 

Christmas Flowers- $155.00 

Religious Ed. Fund- $400.00 

Bequest Donations- $710.00 

 

Total- $4,062.00 

Our weekly budget is $5,116.40 
 

We are $1,725.66 behind    

our budget for the month  

of December 2025. 
 

St. Vincent de Paul Fund - 

$325.00 

Sign in at FORMED.ORG with our Parish Code: 7N68MY 

To set up Online Giving  
through Our Sunday Visitor, visit: 
www.osvhub.com/stjosephchurchbluffton 
or 
Scan the QR Code on the right. 

St. Joseph Christmas Mass Times 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

December 24th 

 

4:00 PM Vigil Mass 
5:30 PM Christmas Carols 

6:00 PM Vigil Mass 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
December 25th 

 

12:00 AM Midnite Mass 
9:00 AM Mass at Dawn 
Brunch following Mass 

Join Us in Celebrating the Birth of Christ  



   

   

   

   

 

 

Knights of Columbus 
Father Aloysius Phillips, Council 7555 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Saint Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the  
upright guardian of those entrusted to his care. May 

he always guard, protect and enlighten families.” 
- St. John Paul II 

116 E. Dustman Rd.,, Bluffton-260.824.4263   

Open Monday through 

 Thursday 9am-5pm 

Serving All Surrounding Areas 

3320 East State Road 124 

Bluffton, IN  46714 

260-824-3852      

Douglas L. Cale / Mitch Harnish     

dash90wines.com 

Thursday’s: 3pm-8pm 

Friday’s: 3pm-8pm 

Saturday’s: Noon-8pm 

See us on Facebook & 

Instagram! 

The Herr Family 

Parishioners 

FAIRWAY  FLOOR  COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
 

Charles Thompson 

260-824-3049                                                 
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p                    

 
Kris Thompson, Parishioner– 260-820-2333 

Kent Thompson– 260-307-6584 
Bekkee Thompson– 260-273-6354 

 

             “Hear what you’ve been missing.” 

Dr. Jennifer L. Wagner, Au.D.       (260) 706-2558 

www.ExperienceAudiology.com 

 
Thomas Obergfell 

Fort Wayne Market President 

(260-715-1747 

TObergfell@NotreDameFCU.com 

800/522/6611 * NotreDameFCU.com 

P: 260-824-2442     F:   260-824-8101 

hottfamilydenistry.com 

Keep your smile bright! 

Francisco Sanchez and Family, Parishioners 

 

El Camino Real 
Authentic Mexican Food 

2185 Commerce Dr. 
Bluffton, IN 46714 
(260) 565-3300 

           Juan & Rosa Ortiz, Family, Parishioners 

 

Contact the 

the Parish 

Office at  

(260) 824-1380 

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell, Michelle Adler,  
Matt Hayes & Brigitte Washburn 

TEL 260.824-9377 
gordonlegal.net 

Dan Gordon, Parishioner 
Matt Hayes, Parishioner, St. Vincent de Paul 


