
St. Joseph Catholic Church 
1300 N. Main, Bluffton 46714  

260-824-1380 
email: stjosephchurch@adamswells.com  

website: stjosephchurchbluffton.org 
Pastor:  Rev. Msgr. Pius N. Ilechukwu 

Msgr. Pius’ direct email: stjosephchurch1875@gmail.com 
Director of Liturgical Music:  Sr. Rose Clare Ehrlich, CSA 

Administrative Assistant/DRE:  Michelle Paxton 
Director of Youth Ministry:  Steve Higgins 

Steve’s email:  sehiggins78@yahoo.com 

               Name:________________________________________  Phone:__________________ 
               Address:_______________________________________________________________ 
               City:________________________________________  State:_____  Zip:___________ 

               e-mail address:_______________________________________ 
                

        [ ] New Parishioners, please send a Parish Registration Form      [ ] We’ve Moved, here is our new information     

Welcome! We extend our hearts and hands to all who celebrate with us at St. Josephs. We would like to invite any 
guest to fill out the form below, if interested  in becoming a registered member of this Parish.  

Thank you for worshiping with us! Again Welcome, Bienvenidos, Benvenuto, Willkommen, Nno-nu, Byenveni! 

  Parish Council Members: 
  Barb Ault– 638-4725 / John Horn– 433-5544 

Monica Harris– 450-9818 / Dave Huss– 622-7531 
Mike Lautzenheiser– 820-0316 / Sue Singer– 824-8009 

  Building Board Committee Members: 
Oscar Heyne– 273-1415 / Doral Smith– 824-1484  

 Joe Baur– 824-1760 / Dan Sudhoff– (317)-654-2075 

Finance Committee Members: 
Doug Lehman– 824-0367 / Rick Singer– 824-8009  

 Becky Biberstein– 565-4143 / Jim Yonker– 824-0651 

Social Committee Members: 
Jessica Seago, Chairperson– 273-3475 

Ann Reifsteck– 824-1044 / Carrie Onweller– 273-9734 
Jenny Esmond– 824-4312 / Missy Huss– 820-0411  

Tori Emrah– 622-1241 / Mary Ann Flowers– 824-1132  
Rebecca Anderson– 273-3353 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -(cut here)- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 



                        MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, January 20 
4:00 p.m.   Confessions 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Patricia Burwell + by Joel & Patty Ma- 
                  kowski 
Sunday, January 21 
- Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - 
7:10 a.m.   Rosary 
7:30 a.m.   Parish Family 
9:40 a.m.   Rosary 
10:00 a.m. Reyes “Bob” Ortiz + by Mike & Debbie  
                  Lautzenheiser 
 

Msgr. Pius N. Ilechukwu will be out of town until  
February 1, 2018.  There will be not be weekday 

Mass here in our Parish;  However, 
Monsignor Pius will celebrate these intentions  

while he is away in Nigeria: 
Monday, January 22– Deceased Family members of  
                                    Lori Bender by Lori Bender 
Tuesday, January 23– Living & Deceased Family &  
       Friends of Diane Humphrey by Diane Humphrey 
Wednesday, January 24– Hildegarde Schaefer +  
                                         by Diane Humphrey 
Thursday, January 25– Charles Ault + by Tom &  
                                      Barb Ault 
Friday, January 26– Edward J. Schaefer + by  
                                Diane Humphrey 
Saturday, January 27– Joyce Felger by Dan & Linda  
                                    Felger 
Sunday, January 28–  Deceased members of Ray &  
                     Chris Hartman by Ray & Chris Hartman 
 
Saturday, January 27 
4:00 p.m.   Confessions 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Deceased members of Larry & JoAnn  
                  Dustman Family by JoAnn Dustman 
Sunday, January 28 
- Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - 
7:10 a.m.   Rosary 
7:30 a.m.   Norma Bauman + by Robert & Bonnie 
                  Beam 
9:40 a.m.   Rosary 
10:00 a.m. Parish Family 

Please remember in your prayers… 
Bud & Sharon Miller, Ramon Villamil, 
Genevieve Lohmuller, Becky Biberstein, 
Fern Britton, James A. Yonker, Sr., Eve-

lyn Morrissey, Betty Meyer, Ron Payne, David Carr, 
Ronnie & Bonnie Burns, Michael Green, Dorothy 
‘Dottie’ Marbach and Rick Cotterman. 

HOMILY FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B 

HOMILY THEME: “JESUS SAID TO THEM, ‘FOLLOW ME.’ AND IMME-
DIATELY THEY FOLLOWED HIM.” (Mark 1:17-18) 

BY: Fr. Robert deLeon, CSC 

 

 

 

HOMILY: Mark 1:14-20 
 

Why did he pick me? Was it because most of the others nearby were young nurses 
scurrying to clock-in for work? Was it because I was the only older person in sight 
not wheelchair-bound or unsteadily maneuvering a walker? Was it because of the 
Roman collar I was wearing? Or maybe it was because I was traveling against the 
flow of traffic. 

The bright June morning found mobs of us crossing the walkway bridge adjoining the 
hospital to the parking garage. Throngs of nurses in a bright array of scrubs dashed 
past me, the urgency of punching in on time a clear reversal of the sauntering casual 
chatter that marked their exit at end of shift. Pressed for time, these nurses, mostly 
female, dodged wheelchairs and zigzagged around anxious elders anchored to walk-
ers. Yes, they were all in a near-run to the time clock as hospital duties called insis-
tently. 

Already at the hospital for several hours ahead of the stampede, I was struggling 
against the flow, returning to my car to retrieve a forgotten item as the horde contin-
ued past. Drowsy smiles and hurried salutations were hurled at me as they zipped by. 
I barely noticed the figure caught in the traffic flow until he was upon me. In conser-
vative suit and tie, near desperation on his face, he broke from the rush to address me, 
“Please, can you help me?” 

Both of us now pressed against the walkway windows as the pack passed, I was 
quick to respond, “Sure, I’ll help you if I can. What do you need?” He pleaded, “I 
have a medical school interview here in 10 minutes and I can’t button the top button 
of my shirt. Can you do it for me?” I laughed. Yes, I just laughed. Here in this place 
where life and death daily dueled, this young man’s concern—this would-be doctor’s 
present care—seemed so innocent, childlike. Buttoning his top button and straighten-
ing his tie, I wished him well as he dashed off to his appointment. 

Could he have had any idea what was in store should he become a doctor? Of course, 
as a pre- med college grad he had a fair idea of the physicality of what lay ahead, but 
what of the demands it would make on his heart, his soul? He could manage flesh and 
bone, but what of failure, grief, overwhelming stress? He couldn’t imagine what was 
ahead, this young man rushing to a medical school interview. 

In the gospel passage we hear today, Jesus approached four fishermen, Simon, An-
drew, James and John, and, as St. Mark wrote, “Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me.’ And 
immediately they followed him.” (Mark 1:17-18) 

Could they ever have imagined where their following would lead them? Would they 
have dropped their fishing nets and run off had they known that they were to share in 
the suffering and death of Jesus? They couldn’t have imagined. They couldn’t have 
known. But they went. 

The young man on the hospital’s bridged walkway—he yearned to be a doctor, his 
heart having heard something of the call that prompted the fishermen to drop their 
nets. Buttoning his top shirt button and adjusting his tie, he calmed as he moved on 
toward what lay ahead. He couldn’t have imagined. He couldn’t have known. But he 
went. 

WELCOME! 
Jan., 20/21– Fr. Vincent Joseph 
Jan., 27/28– Fr. Gus Gordon (Food for the Poor) 

 SCHEDULE MASS INTENTIONS - The 
most beautiful gift one can give to another 
person is a Spiritual Bouquet of the Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass. No material gift can 
ever compare to or equal the Infinite Value 
of the Holy Mass. Call the Parish office to 
schedule 824-1380. Masses may be sched-
uled for the living as well as the deceased.  

Joy comes from knowing God loves me and knows who I am and 
where I am going… that my future 

is secure as I rest in Him.  
- James Dobson 

https://www.catholicforlife.com/homily-second-sunday-ordinary-time-year-b-8/�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_the_Evangelist�


The amount needed each week 
to make budget is $5,116.40  

We are $468.14 behind budget 
from last week. 

 
Other Collections within  

our Parish–  
St. Vincent de Paul- $1,126.00 

 
Diocesan Special Collections: 

Latin America- $10.00 
 

Collection for Weekend of 
January 13/14, 2018 

Adult Envelopes- $4,210.00 
Child Envelopes- $19.96 
Loose- $191.30 
Religious Ed. Fund- $70.00 
Repair/Rainy Day Fund– $10.00 
Votive Candles- $147.00 
Total- $4,648.26 

 
Thank you for your gifts 

to St. Joseph’s! 

WEEKEND OF  JANUARY 27/28, 2018 
CANTORS:           

5:00     Larry Leitz 
7:30     Mike Morrissey 
10:00   Jay Crisp 

LECTORS:  
5:00     Ginny Fenstermaker 
7:30     Steve Wagner 
10:00   Dan Geimer 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
5:00     Missy Huss, Linda Huseman, Janette Minch 
7:30     Dave Gruss, Donna Geisel, Jill Morrissey 
10:00   Ann Reifsteck, Larisa Sudhoff, Rick Singer, Monica  
             Harris, Diana Cole 

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY: 
5:00   Volunteers 
7:30   Al/Mary Porrata 
10:00  Mike Painter, Brad/Susan Poper, Dave Cowdrey 

SERVERS: 
  5:00   Darren/Corey/Brooklynn Huss 
  7:30   Brendan McCorkle, Faith Loshe, Mark or Beth Geisel 
  10:00  Grayson Christal, Eve or Gabe McElhaney, Grant    
             Reifsteck 

ST. JOSEPH’S PARISH CALENDAR 2018 

 Sat./Sun. Jan. 27/28– Grade 7 & 8 Bake Sale after all Masses. 

 Sun., Jan. 28– Knights of Columbus Blood Drive– 7:30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. (see bulletin for more information). 

 Sat./Sun., Feb. 3/4– Blessing of the Throats at all Masses 

 Tues., Feb. 6– Knights of Columbus– Rosary 6:40 p.m./
Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Feb. 7– Adoration 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Feb. 7– Parish Council Mtg.– 7:30 p.m. (after Mass) 

 Wed., Feb. 14– Ash Wednesday Masses 7:00 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

 Sat., Feb. 17– Student’s Mass– 5:00 p.m. 

 Sun., Feb. 18– Coffee & Donuts after 7:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
Masses hosted by St. Joseph CCW. 

 Thurs., Mar. 1– All Day Adoration- 8:30a.m. - 7:00 p.m. /  
        Evening Prayer– 6:30 p.m. /Litany of the Eucharist/ Benedic- 
        tion– 6:45 p.m. /Mass– 7:00 p.m.  

 Sun. - Thurs., Mar. 4-8– Parish Mission– watch for details! 

 Tues., Mar. 6– Knights of Columbus– Rosary 6:40 p.m./
Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

 Wed., Mar., 7– Parish Council Mtg.– 7:30 p.m. (after Mass) 

 Fri., Mar. 16– K of C All You Can Eat Fish Fry!- 4:30-7:30pm 

 Sun., Mar. 18– Coffee & Donuts after 7:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
Masses hosted by St. Joseph Social Group 

 Sun., Apr. 1– Easter Sunday 

 Tues., April 3– Confirmation Mass at St. Mary’s, Decatur– 
7:00 p.m. 

 Sun., April 15– Student’s Mass– 10:00 a.m. 

 SCRIPTURE/MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Mon.,  Jan. 22 - Third Week in Ordinary Time - Day of Prayer 
for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children - “Mass for Peace 
& Justice” 
Tues., Jan. 23 - St. Marianne Cope, Virgin,/ St. Vincent, Dea-
con and Martyr– 2 Sm 6:12b-15,17-19/ Mk 3:31-35 
Wed., Jan. 24 - St. Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the 
Church - 2 Sm 7:4-17/ Mk 4:1-20  
Thurs., Jan. 25 - The Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle - Acts 
22:3-16 or 9:1-22/ Mk 16:15-18 
Fri., Jan. 26 - Sts. Timothy and Titus, Bishops - 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 
1:1-5/ Mk 4:26-34  
Sat., Jan. 27 - St. Angela Merici, Virgin and Religious Founder 
- 2 Sm 12:1-7a,10-17/ Mk 4:35-41 
Sun., Jan. 28 - Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - National 
Catholic School Week Begins - Dt 18:15-20/ 1 Cor 7:32-35/ Mk 
1:21-28 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 

Time is given equally to everyone, 
but how we use it determines its true value. 

 
“Teach us to number our days aright, 

that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). 

REKINDLE THE FIRE 

8th Annual Diocesan Men’s Conference– FullyALIVE 

Saturday, February 24, 2018 at the  
Allen County War Memorial Coliseum 

Registration Forms are on the bulletin board in the narthex,  
please help yourself to one! 

7TH & 8TH GRADE BAKE SALE 
Next weekend after all Masses, the 7th and 

8th grade will host a bake sale; proceeds 
from this sale will help to sponsor one or 

two Bolivian Mission children  
for the 2018 school year.  

Your generosity is much appreciated! 

 
 
Beginning  
Thursday 

February 15 
6:30-8:00 p.m. 

Watch for more 
exciting details! 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
Red Cross Blood Drive - Sunday, January 28, 2018 
7:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. - Sign up sheet in the narthex 

to donate or online at redcrossblood.org, 
sponsor code “stjccbluf”. 



3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  
CATHOLIC RADIO SUNDAY 

Bishop Rhoades has designated today, the 
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Catholic Ra-
dio Sunday in our diocese. 
He writes: I am grateful that we have Re-
deemer Radio, a lay apostolate that trans-
mits quality Catholic programming across 
our diocese.  I am also grateful for the sup-
port you and your parish already give to 
Redeemer Radio. Catholic Radio reaches 
people whom we might never encounter in 

our ministry: people who are searching, people who are hungry for 
the truth of the Gospel, the unchurched, and Catholics who are in-
active in the practice of the faith. 

I believe so strongly in Catholic radio’s power to evangel-
ize that I have devoted substantial time to do a weekly broadcast on 
Redeemer Radio called Truth in Charity that airs Wednesdays at 
noon and Saturdays and replays Saturdays at 11 am. The show not 
only provides another medium to teach, it also gives me an oppor-
tunity to connect with the faithful in an approachable way, even 
answering questions submitted by listeners.  

The Fathers of the Second Vatican Council stated, “Ample 
encouragement should be given to Catholic transmissions which 
invite listeners to share in the life of the Church and which covey 
religious truths” (Inter mirifica 14). I encourage all the faithful to 
listen and support Redeemer Radio, our local Catholic Radio sta-
tion. 

 
 
 
 

MASSES:  
7:00 a.m. and 

7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

UNIVERSALIS: TODAY 
Come, let us worship the Lord, for he is our God. 

There is a website that offers Office of Readings, Morning Prayer, 
Evening Prayer, Night Prayer, etc., as well as other information and 
articles regarding Feast Days of Saints. The website is: 
www.universalis.com/-500/today.htm.  

 
 
 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!!   
  Each Friday of Lent beginning 

 February 16, 2018– 5:30-6:30pm 
      Please contact Barb Ault to  
       sign up to help make soup  

       260-414-3605 

Each Friday evening of Lent 
following the Lenten Soup  

Suppers at 7:00 p.m. 
ALL are Welcome and invited! 

BOLIVIAN MISSION NEWS 
The 2018 Bolivian nine month school year begins in February and 
runs through October. 
 
Sponsors of last year's students will receive a picture and letter from 
their student as soon as the translating is complete. A contribution 
statement for tax purposes will be included as well. We hope to have 
these ready by the end of January or early February. 
 
The cost to sponsor one student's tuition is $10/month for 9 months 
for a total of $90/school year. It can be paid every month or with a 
one time payment, or any combination in between. 
Contact Michelle Paxton at 824-1380 for further information. Thank 
you! 

ST. JOSEPH PARISH MISSION  
March 4 - March 8, 2018   

 
FAMILIES: LIVING STONES  

OF THE CHURCH 
Sunday, March 4 - The Eucharist as the 
Center of the Family– Fr. Steve Colchin 

Monday, March 5 - Families Make the Parish– Fr. Dan Scheidt 
Tuesday, March 6 - Signs of a Catholic Family–  

Lisa and/or Fred Everett 
Wednesday, March 7– Families are Reconciling -  

A Penance Service– Fr. Jonathan Norton 
Thursday, March 8– Families Reach Out to Others– Steve 

 Higgins and Others in the Community 

 

HELPING HANDS PREGANCY 
 RESOURCE CENTER 
Baby Bottle Campaign 

To protect the monetary donations to the 
Baby Bottle Campaign, please drop filled 
baby bottles in the totes only during the 
weekend Masses. Any other time, please 

bring them to the Parish office.  
Thank you!! 

BLESSING OF THROATS 
AT ALL MASSES  

 
February 3 and 4, 2018 

 
Blessing of St. Blaise- 

“Through the intercession of  
St. Blaise, bishop and martyr, 

may God deliver you from ailments 
of the throat and from every other 
evil. In the name of the Father, and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

Amen. 

 Peace is when time doesn’t matter as it passes by. ‐ Maria Schnell



                                           
                                        

 

 

 
 
 

Carl P. Goodwin -  (1922-2008) 
David L. Goodwin 

Douglas L. Cale 
Mitch Harnish 

DUNWIDDIE, HEATING,  
PLUMBING & A/C 

824-1999 
Over 25 yrs. Experience 

Commercial & Residential 
Armstrong Furnaces & A/C 
Geo– Open & Close Loops 

Boilers & Floor Heat Systems 
Duct Work & Sheet Metal 

Well & Sump Pumps 
Doug Dunwiddie, Parishioner 

2155 N Main St          (260) 824-9643 
Interurban Park 
Bluffton, IN  46714 

Dan Geimer, Gemologist(GIA)   
 
www.daniels-jewelers.net 
Dan & Jane Geimer Parishioners 

GORDON & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C.  

Attorneys 
 

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell 
 Michelle Adler, David Anthony, 

And Matt Hayes 
 

260-824-9377 
Dan Gordon, Parishioner 

 

     
 

         

 

Awesome Hair 
122 N. Johnson St. 

Bluffton, IN 
Carmie Anderson,  

parishioner 

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
Charles Thompson 

Kris & Kent      
260-824-3049                                                 

Open by Appointment                                    
Home: 260-824-0003                    

Kris Thompson Cell # 820-2333 
Kent Thompson Cell # 307-6584 

Kris Thompson, Parishioner 

The Grover Company 
 

Property Management 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

 

260-820-0638 
Bret Grover 

 

Knights of Columbus  
Father Aloysius Phillips Council 7555 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         
 

 
 
 

 

It’s a child, not a 
choice… 

Abortion does not make 
you “un-pregnant”, it 
makes you the mother 

of a dead child. 

 
 

         

 

Parishioners 

Goodwin - Cale & Harnish 
Memorial Chapel 
3320 East State Road 124 

Bluffton, IN  46714 

(260) 273-1768 
Creativethreads@hotmail.com 

New Patients Welcome  
105 West Harvest Road, Bluffton IN 

South Main across from Kroger 
260-824-3424 

 
Dr. Julayne Miller, Parishioner 

Thank you and 

God Bless You! 

To our men and women  

in uniform… 

past, present and future, 

Sam Haiflich, Parishioner  
St. Aloysius Parish, Yoder, IN 

 

218 S. Main St., Bluffton, IN   
260-824-8112 

Chuck & Sue Kristek 

 

Spread  love  
everywhere you go. 

Let no one ever 
come to you  

without leaving 

happier. 
 

-Mother Teresa 

827-0700 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Email:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com 
Phone: 260-433-5544 
Website: HornMediation.com 

John Horn MS, MBA– Parishioner 

* Listed on Indiana Registry of Approved Court Mediators 
* Member of the Indiana Association of Mediators 
* No fee for initial consultation 

 

  

116 E. Dustman Road, Bluffton 
260-824-4263 or 

admin@helpinghandscpc.org 
www.helpinghandscpc.org 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 9-5 
 

109 E. Huntington St., Montpelier 
765-209-4614 

Wednesday & Friday from 10-4 

3155 S. State Rd 

 

 

mailto:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com�
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