
St. Joseph Catholic Church 
1300 N. Main, Bluffton 46714  

260-824-1380 
email: stjosephchurch@adamswells.com  

website: stjosephchurchbluffton.org 
Pastor:  Rev. Msgr. Pius N. Ilechukwu 

Msgr. Pius’ direct email: stjosephchurch1875@gmail.com 
Director of Liturgical Music:  Sr. Rose Clare Ehrlich, CSA 

Administrative Assistant/DRE:  Michelle Paxton 
Director of Youth Ministry:  Steve Higgins 

Steve’s email:  sehiggins78@yahoo.com 

               Name:________________________________________  Phone:__________________ 
               Address:_______________________________________________________________ 
               City:________________________________________  State:_____  Zip:___________ 

               e-mail address:_______________________________________ 
                

        [ ] New Parishioners, please send a Parish Registration Form      [ ] We’ve Moved, here is our new information     

Welcome! We extend our hearts and hands to all who celebrate with us at St. Josephs. We would like to invite any 
guest to fill out the form below, if interested  in becoming a registered member of this Parish.  

Thank you for worshiping with us! Again Welcome, Bienvenidos, Benvenuto, Willkommen, Nno-nu, Byenveni! 

  Parish Council Members: 
  Barb Ault– 638-4725 / John Horn– 433-5544 

Monica Harris– 450-9818 / Dave Huss– 622-7531 
Mike Lautzenheiser– 820-0316 / Sue Singer– 824-8009 

  Building Board Committee Members: 
Oscar Heyne– 273-1415 / Doral Smith– 824-1484  

 Joe Baur– 824-1760 / Dan Sudhoff– (317)-654-2075 

Finance Committee Members: 
Doug Lehman– 824-0367 / Rick Singer– 824-8009  

 Becky Biberstein– 565-4143 / Jim Yonker– 824-0651 

Social Committee Members: 
Jessica Seago, Chairperson– 273-3475 

Ann Reifsteck– 824-1044 / Carrie Onweller– 273-9734 
Jenny Esmond– 824-4312 / Missy Huss– 820-0411  

Tori Emrah– 622-1241 / Mary Ann Flowers– 824-1132  
Rebecca Anderson– 273-3353 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -(cut here)- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

The Gospel of Matthew 20:1-16a 
…Are you envious because I am generous? 

Thus, the last will be first and the first will be last. 



                        MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, September 23 
7:45 a.m.   Morning Prayer 
8:00 a.m.   No Mass Intention 
8:30 a.m.   Rosary 
4:00 p.m.   Confessions 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Delfin Rios + by Linda Huseman 
Sunday, September 24 
- Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time - 
7:10 a.m.   Rosary 
7:30 a.m.   Gerald Beckman + by Family 
9:40 a.m.   Rosary 
10:00 a.m. Parish Family 
Monday, September 25 
7:45 a.m.   Morning Prayer 
8:00 a.m.   Jim Cole + by Diana Cole 
8:30 a.m.   Rosary 

 
Msgr. Pius N. Ilechukwu, will be out of the state 
after Mass Monday,  September 25 through Fri-

day, October 6, therefore, there will be no weekday 
Masses here in our Parish nor Morning Mass on 
Saturday, October 7.  Monsignor Pius will cele-
brate the weekend Masses as usual on Saturday, 
October 7 and Sunday, October 8 at 5:00 p.m.,  

7:30 and 10:00 a.m. respectively. 
 

These intentions will be said while he is away  
wherever he is: 

Tues., Sept., 26– Edward J. Schaefer + by Diane  
                            Humphrey 
Wed., Sept. 27–  Dolores Borton + by Neil Bryson &  
                            Susan Walsh 
Thurs., Sept. 28– Urban John Bender & Lloyd Ander- 
                             son + by Lori Bender 
Fri., Sept. 29– Hildegarde Schaefer + by Diane  
                        Humphrey 
Sat., Sept 30– Frances Braun + & Mildred Huss by  
                       Dave & Margie Huss 
Sun., Oct. 1– Stan Ford + by Anthony & Sara Bear  
                      Family 
 
Saturday, September 30 
4:00 p.m.   Confessions 
4:35 p.m.   Rosary 
5:00 p.m.   Joseph Wahman + by Mike & Debbie  
                  Lautzenheiser 
Sunday, October 1 
- Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time - 
7:10 a.m.   Rosary 
7:30 a.m.   Joe & Edith Baur– 65th Wedding Anni- 
                  versary by Joe & Edith Baur 
9:40 a.m.   Rosary 
10:00 a.m. Parish Family 

Bud & Sharon Miller, Ramon Villamil, Gene-
vieve Lohmuller, Gloria Gordon, Becky Biber-
stein, Fern Britton, James A. Yonker, Sr., Eve-

lyn Morrissey, Betty Meyer, Ron Payne, David Carr, 
Ronnie & Bonnie Burns, Michael Green, Dorothy 
‘Dottie’ Marbach and Rick Cotterman. 

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: SEPTEMBER 24, 2017, YR. A. 
GOD’S WAYS ARE NOT OUR WAYS, HE IS ALWAYS GENEROUS. 

     My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, I say, peace be with you all. Today Sept. 24, is 
the “PLEDGE SUNDAY”. We shall watch the Bishop’s Appeal Video. Please, do you 
best to participate. Let us try to have 100% participation this time. We did well last 
year. I hope we will do better this year. Thanks in advance for participating and giving 
generously. 
     In today’s Liturgy, we are assured that, God is always compassionate to all us, both those 
who are quick to hear his voice and those who are slow to hear his voice. It seems that in our 
world today material things, especially money is much cherished in value. Doing something 
or not doing it seems to depend on the amount of money that goes with it. Even what some 
students choose as their course, as their major subject study, in schools, colleges and univer-
sities depend on what will be cashed remuneration in money tomorrow. However there seem 
to be some truth in this kind Philosophy and ideology. But there is some misconception in 
this. 
If we apply this ideology to God, it would mean that God is owing us something, call it sal-
vation after we have done some good works. It is true that the bible speaks of reward, but 
focusing all attention on this aspect alone would result in the immature attitude of a child 
who thinks that his father owes him/her money for every little work he/she does in the 
house. 
Our main reason for serving God should be love and gratitude and not merely reward, for 
God does not owe us anything, no matter what work we do. 
     So, in the 1st Reading; Is 55:6-9: The Israelites in Babylon were felt that their exile was 
punishment from God for their sins. They deserved it. But Prophet Isaiah promised them 
freedom. Was the promised freedom, due to good works of the people? Off course no. It was 
due to God’s generosity. For God does not owe anybody anything. 
     The 2nd Reading; Phil 1:20c-24, 27a: Was written by Paul to the Philippians when he 
was in prison in Ephesus, the present Turkey. It is important that we should take Paul’s ad-
vice and behave like people who are worthy of the Gospel of Christ. For if we live we be-
long to Christ, if we die we are his. So, we should conduct ourselves in a way worthy of the 
Gospel of Christ for God is always near to those who call upon him, says the Psalmist. 
     In the Gospel; Mt 20:1-16a: We realized God’s generosity and love. Our reward does 
not solely depend on our works. We need to work, do well and be kind to others, but our 
reward does not solely depend on them.  The laborers who worked for 12 hours received one 
denarius each, but those who worked for one hour only also received one denarius each. 
You can see that their pay does not depend on the amount of work they did. It depends on 
the decision, love and generosity of the Landowner. God’s ways are not our ways. Our duty 
is to strive to do well and leave reward to God for he is a just God. Children and young 
people, listen to your parents, serve them and never demand reward for whatever you 
do for them. They know what is good for you and they will do it for you. 
                            God bless you                        Rev. Msgr. Pius N. Ilechukwu 
 
NB: 1. We are organizing Marriage Encounter, “Parish Based.” Please register 
quickly. 
            2. We are also planning a Pilgrimage to the Holy Land, to join in the “Foot 
Steps of Jesus Christ”. It is from April 23 to May 2, 2018. Thanks to Janet Lehman 
and Stacey Coulardot for coordinating this. The Brochure is now available. Pick up 
one at the Narthex, read and register. For more information and guidance contact 
Janet Lehman: 260-824-0367 or Stacey Coulardot: 260-466-1224 or Parish Office at 
260-824-1380. 
3. Redeemer Radio, is one of the most powerful means of spreading the good of the 
Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ. It helps greatly to fulfill the mandate of spreading 
the Gospel through New Evangelization. Any time you tune in to Redeemer Radio, you 
will learn something new or you are reminded of something you have forgotten. It is 
amazing. Our Bishop, Most Rev. Kevin C. Rhoades, teaches through the Redeemer 
Radio, every Wednesday by noon. It also hooks to EWTN Radio and Television. Listen 
to Redeemer Radio while you prepare your meals in the Kitchen, while shaving, or 
doing something in your house, while driving to work, etc.  
      Thus, to continue to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, through Redeemer Radio, it 
organizes SHARATHON (Fund Raiser), in Spring and Fall, thus, inviting parishes to 
participate. In view of this, Msgr. Pius N. Ilechukwu and the Knights of Columbus, 
will chair One Hour of SHARATHON/Fund Raiser for Redeemer Radio, on October 
26, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on behalf of our parish. Every Parishioner is encour-
aged to participate by calling and supporting the SHARATHON/Fund Raiser. Give 
any kind of support you wish. No amount is too small or too big. Tune-in to106.3 FM 
Northeast Indiana or 95.7 FM Michiana, for South Bend area, and call on that day and 
support the spreading of the Good News of the Kingdom of God. Thanks for support-
ing. God bless you and all your loved ones. 



The amount needed each week 
to make budget is $5,116.40  

We are $994.75 behind budget 
from last week.  

Other Collections within 
 our Parish-  

St. Vincent de Paul- $160.00 
30th ABA Over Goal- $423.89 

Diocesan Collection: 
Campaign for Human Develop-

ment- $15.00 
Special Coll., Hurricane Harvey- 

$1,608.00 

Collection for Weekend of 
September 16 and 17, 2017 

Adult Envelopes- $3,335.00 
Child Envelopes- $46.65 
Loose- $249.00 
Religious Ed. Fund- $361.00 
Repair/Rainy Day Fund- $20.00 
Street Fair Parking lot Fund-
raiser- $90.00 
Flowers- $20.00 
Total- $4,121.65 

Thank you for your gifts 
to St. Joseph’s! 

WEEKEND OF SEPTEMBER 30 and October 1, 2017   
CANTORS:           

5:00    Nichole Decker 
7:30    Donna Geisel 
10:00  Jay Crisp 

LECTORS:  
5:00     Stacey Coulardot 
7:30     Carol Butler 
10:00   Dan Geimer (Choir Mass) 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: 
5:00     Michelle Paxton,  Joe Baur, Linda Huseman 
7:30     Barb Ault, Twilla Herr, John Horn 
10:00   Steve Higgins, Monica Harris, Sandy Smythe, Jeff  
            Miller, Rick Singer, Larisa Sudhoff 

MINISTERS OF HOSPITALITY: 
5:00    Volunteers Please! 
7:30    Al/Mary Porrata 
10:00  Todd Hartman and sons & Chris Reifsteck and sons 

SERVERS: 
5:00     Any Huss Sibling, McKenna McNabb 
7:30     Brendan McCorkle, Mark/Beth Geisel 
10:00   Sophia Emrah, Kody/Cassie Coyne 

For a complete Calendar of Events from St. Joseph’s please 
visit the website at www.stjosephchurchbluffton.org. 

ST. JOSEPH’S 2017 PARISH CALENDAR 

 Sun., Oct. 15– Coffee & Donuts after 7:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
Masses by St. Joseph CCW 

 Fri., Oct. 20 - Sun., Oct. 22–  Parish Based Marriage Encounter 

 Sat., Nov. 11– St. Joseph CCW 4th Annual Bazaar– 9a-3p.  

 Sun., Nov. 19-  Coffee & Donuts after 7:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
Masses by St. Joseph Social Group 

 SCRIPTURE/MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK  
Mon.,  Sept. 25 - Twenty-Fifth Week in Ordinary Time - Ezr 1:1-6/ 
Lk 8:16-18 
Tues., Sept. 26 - Sts. Cosmas & Damian, Martyrs - Ezr 6:7-8,12b,14-
20/ Lk 8:19-21 
Wed., Sept. 27 - St. Vincent de Paul, Priest - Ezr 9:5-9/ Lk 9:1-6    
Thurs., Sept. 28 - St. Wenceslaus, Martyr; St. Lawrence Ruiz and 
Companions, Martyrs - Hg 1:1-8/ Lk 9:7-9 
Fri., Sept. 29 - Sts. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael Archangels - Dn 
7:9-10,13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/ Jn 1:47-51  
Sat., Sept. 30 - St. Jerome, Priest and Doctor of the Church - Zec 
2:5-9,14-15a/ Lk 9:43b-45 
Sun., Oct. 1 - Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  -World Com-
munion Sunday Respect Life Sunday- Ez 18:25-28/ Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-
5/ Mt 21:28-32 

COMING SPRING OF 2018  -  START 
PLANNING  -  MARK YOUR CALEN-
DAR  - Do you like to travel?  Have you 

considered a trip to the Holy Land? St. Jo-
seph Church Pilgrimage to the Holy Land- 
Please pick up a detailed travel brochure 

available in the church narthex that explains everything this trip has 
to offer. 10 Days Package Price:  from Ft. Wayne, IN  $3590.00 

(OR)  from Detroit, MI  $3290.00 
    Departure Date April 23, 2018 – May 2, 2018 

                                  Package price includes: 
* Roundtrip airfare * Double occupancy accommodations with 

breakfast and dinner daily * Sightseeing in private air conditioned 
bus * Entrance fees to places of interests while on this tour in the 

Holy Land * Daily Mass  

ALPHA 
The first Alpha at St. Joseph's has met the 
past two Friday evenings.  Discussion 
topics were; ls there more to life than this, 
and  who is Jesus.  Next session is why 
did Jesus die.  We meet on Friday eve-
nings and share a meal as well.  If you are 

interested in joining us or finding out more, please call George Wit-
wer at 260-824-4503 or Barb Ault at 260 414-3605 so that we can 
share times and get food counts. You can read more at alphausa.org.  

40 DAYS FOR LIFE 
40 Days for Life begins September 
27 – November 5. There will be yard 
signs available in the Narthex that 
you may take home and place in your 
yard.  This is a time of prayer, fast-

ing, peaceful vigils and community outreach.  St. Joseph church will 
be taking part in a peaceful, prayerful vigil located at Park West 
shopping center at 3942 W. Jefferson ( in the southern grassy area in 
front of Planned Parenthood) from 6:00P.M. – 8:00P.M. on Thurs-
day, October 12.  Anyone interested in going may join our carpool 
which will be leaving the church parking lot at 5:00P.M. Also, you 
are welcome to drop in at any time on your own that evening. You 
may park in the Burlington Coat Factory parking lot and walk over 
from there. You are welcome to bring chairs to sit in and the 40 Days 
for Life signs to hold, if you wish. For more information on 40 Days 
for Life go to www.ichooselife.org/40daysforlife. Any questions may 
be directed to Mike Lautzenheiser at 820-0316 or Debbie Lautzen-
heiser at 820-0315. This is a great opportunity to stand up for the 
vulnerable unborn! 

REDEEMER RADIO 106.3FM - Redeemer Radio 
began in 2002 with the purchase of weekly airtime on 
a local commercial radio station to broadcast Catholic 
Answers Live and has since grown into a 24-hour a 
day, seven day a week, local Catholic radio station 
reaching thousands of people in northern Indiana. 

They have a fundraiser (SHARATHON) each spring and fall, invit-
ing parishes to participate. This fall, Msgr. Pius N. Ilechukwu and 

the Knights of Columbus will chair one hour of the SHARATHON 
Fundraiser on Thursday, October 26 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. on behalf 
of our parish. Every parishioner is encouraged to participate by call-
ing and supporting the fundraiser; no amount is too small or too big. 

Thank you for your support. DON’T FORGET!- If you wish to receive a paper copy of Today’s 
Catholic Newspaper, you may still do so this week as the deadline 
is October 1st. Make checks payable to: Today’s Catholic for $20. 
Envelopes were available in the narthex in August, if you do not 
have one, please call the parish office for the address. 824-1380. 

http://www.ichooselife.org/40daysforlife�


                                           
                                        

 

 

 
 
 

Carl P. Goodwin -  (1922-2008) 
David L. Goodwin 

Douglas L. Cale 
Mitch Harnish 

DUNWIDDIE, HEATING,  
PLUMBING & A/C 

824-1999 
Over 25 yrs. Experience 

Commercial & Residential 
Armstrong Furnaces & A/C 
Geo– Open & Close Loops 

Boilers & Floor Heat Systems 
Duct Work & Sheet Metal 

Well & Sump Pumps 
Doug Dunwiddie, Parishioner 

2155 N Main St          (260) 824-9643 
Interurban Park 
Bluffton, IN  46714 

Dan Geimer, Gemologist(GIA)   
 
www.daniels-jewelers.net 
Dan & Jane Geimer Parishioners 

GORDON & ASSOCIATES, 
P.C.  

Attorneys 
 

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell 
 Michelle Adler, David Anthony, 

And Matt Hayes 
 

260-824-9377 
Dan Gordon, Parishioner 

 

     
 

         

 

Awesome Hair 
122 N. Johnson St. 

Bluffton, IN 
Carmie Anderson,  

parishioner 

Auto & Upholstery 
  Pet Odor Control 

Insured / Certified 
   Free Estimates 

Residential & Commercial 

Gary Mann 
Owner/Operator 

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING  
Residential and Commercial 

1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton 
Charles Thompson 

Kris & Kent      
260-824-3049                                                 

Open by Appointment                                    
Home: 260-824-0003                    

Kris Thompson Cell # 820-2333 
Kent Thompson Cell # 307-6584 

Kris Thompson, Parishioner 

The Grover Company 
 

Property Management 
Fully Licensed and Insured 

 

260-820-0638 
Bret Grover 

 

Knights of Columbus  
Father Aloysius Phillips Council 7555 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

         
 

 
 
 

 

It’s a child, not a 
choice… 

Abortion does not make 
you “un-pregnant”, it 
makes you the mother 

of a dead child. 

 
 

         

LARRY E. MOCK 
Attorney at Law 

Wells County Public Defender 
Criminal Law/Family Law 

Se Habla Espanol 
 

201 West Market Street   
Bluffton, IN 46714 

(260) 820-2671 
zitros@msn.com 

Larry E. Mock, Parishioner 

Parishioners 

Goodwin - Cale & Harnish 
Memorial Chapel 
3320 East State Road 124 

Bluffton, IN  46714 

(260) 273-1768 
Creativethreads@hotmail.com 

St. Joseph Council 
Of Catholic Women 

 
NCCW Affiliate 

New Patients Welcome  
105 West Harvest Road, Bluffton IN 

South Main across from Kroger 
260-824-3424 

 
Dr. Julayne Miller, Parishioner 

Thank you and 

God Bless You! 

To our men and women  

in uniform… 

past, present and future, 

Sam Haiflich, Parishioner  
St. Aloysius Parish, Yoder, IN 

 

218 S. Main St., Bluffton, IN   
260-824-8112 

Chuck & Sue Kristek 

 

Spread  love  
everywhere you go. 

Let no one ever 
come to you  

without leaving 

happier. 
 

-Mother Teresa 

 827-
0700 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Email:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com 
Phone: 260-433-5544 
Website: HornMediation.com 

John Horn MS, MBA– Parishioner 

* Listed on Indiana Registry of Approved Court Mediators 
* Member of the Indiana Association of Mediators 
* No fee for initial consultation 

 

         LEARN   from yesterday 
        LIVE      for today 
        HOPE    for tomorrow 

116 E. Dustman Road, Bluffton 
260-824-4263 or 

admin@helpinghandscpc.org 
www.helpinghandscpc.org 

Monday, Tuesday & Thursday from 9-5 
 

109 E. Huntington St., Montpelier 
765-209-4614 

Wednesday & Friday from 10-4 

3155 S. State Rd 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Florida+Council+of+Catholic+Women&Form=IQFRDR�
mailto:Horn.John.Sr@Gmail.com�
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