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Saturday, February 22
8:00 a.m. Special Intention
8:30-9:00 a.m. Confession
4:00-4:45 p.m. Confession
4:35 p.m. Rosary
5:00 p.m. Paul & Sue Sheeter
Sunday, February 23
7:10 a.m. Rosary
7:30 am Parish Family
9:40 a.m. Rosary
10:00 a.m. Bill Johnson +
Monday, February 24
No public Mass
Tuesday, February 25
7:00-8:00 a.m. Adoration
8:00 a.m. Jane Case +
8:30 a.m. Confession
Wednesday, February 26
6:00-7:00 p.m. Adoration
6:00-6:45 p.m. Confession
7:00 p.m. Beatrice Hickert +
Thursday, February 27
8:00 a.m. Ron & Sally Smith
Friday, February 28
8:30 a.m. Marj Sanders +
Saturday, March 1
8:00 a.m. Special Intention
8:30-9:00 a.m. Confession
4:00-4:45 p.m. Confession
4:35 p.m. Rosary
5:00 p.m. Parish Family
Sunday, March 2
7:10 a.m. Rosary
7:30 a.m Mary Porrata-Doria +
9:40 a.m. Rosary
10:00 a.m. Rose Marie & Robert Bates +

RV

MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon., Feb. 24 - Seventh Week in Ordi-
nary Time - Sir 1:1-10 / Ps 93:1-2, 5 / Mk
9:14-29

Tues., Feb. 25 - Sir 2:1-11 / Ps 37:3-4, 18-
19, 27-28, 39-40 / Mk 9:30-37

Wed., Feb. 26 - Sir 4:11-19 / Ps 119:165,
168, 171-172, 174-175 / Mk 9:38-40
Thurs., Feb. 27 - St. Gregory of Narek,
Abbot, Doctor of the Church - Sir 5:1-8 /
Ps 1:1-4, 6 / Mk 9:41-50

Fri., Feb. 28 - Sir 6:5-17 / Ps 119:12, 16,
18,27, 34-35/ Mk 10:1-12

Sat., Mar. 1 - Sir 17:1-15 / Ps 103:13-18 /
Mk 10:13-16

Sun., Mar. 2 - Eighth Sunday in Ordi-
nary Time - Sir 27:4-7 / Ps 92:2-3, 13-16 /
1 Cor 15:54-58 / Lk 6:39-45
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SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - FEBRUARY 23, 2025

This weekend (Feb. 22"%/23™), the Church celebrates the Seventh Sunday
in Ordinary Time. With the start of Lent is only a week and a half away,
we continue to be reminded of our need to prepare for this coming season.
Liturgically, this need for preparation has been reflected in the readings of our
weekday Masses. The weekday lectionary, differing from our three-year
Sunday lectionary cycle, is now walking us through the Book of Genesis.

Starting at the beginning, we have been reminded of the Fall of Adam and
Eve. Just as Adam and Eve were sent forth from the garden to toil over the
earth, so we will soon be sent into the wilderness of Lent. During these forty
days, we will pray, fast, and labor, recognizing the weight of sin in our lives.
These lenten practices are done not as an end in themselves, but because,
through them, we come to see our need for our Redeemer, Jesus Christ.

This journey will itself begin, of course, on Ash Wednesday. The ashes
placed on our foreheads will mark the dust of exile, but the Cross which they
trace is the promise of victory. Christ, the new Adam, takes upon Himself the
toil of fallen man. He humbles Himself, walking the road of suffering and
undoing Adam’s disobedience by His perfect obedience. Where Adam hid
from God, Christ cries out: “Into Your hands, I commend My Spirit.”

Throughout Lent, we will spend these forty days walking with and trying to
more closely imitate the Lord. We won’t shy away from the weight of sin.
Instead, we recognize that the exile from Eden was not the end of our story; It
is only the beginning of our redemption. The walk towards Calvary now is not
one of despair, but expectation: The head of the serpent has been crushed and
Christ has opened the way back to the Father.

As this forty day journey of conversion quickly approaches, we must now
continue our preparations for it. We are called to stand ready and be prepared
to follow after Jesus. Let us use these remaining days to look into our hearts
with an honest gaze. What is keeping us from Jesus? Where do we need the
Lord’s healing and grace? And, these coming forty days, what can we sacrifice
or change to embrace the Lord more fully in our lives?

ASH WEDNESDAY MASS TIMES
To enter the Lenten season, we will offer three Masses on Ash Wednesday
(March 5™) at 7:00 AM, Noon, and 7:00 PM. Entering us into the penitential
season that is Lent, we receive ashes, a biblical sign of penance (cf. Jeremiah
6:22-26, Jonah 3:5-6, Job 42:6, Daniel 9:3-6). These ashes both signify the
sinfulness of the human condition and mark the beginning of the way of
conversion that leads to Easter.

L1vVING WITH THE SAINTS - ST. POLYCARP OF SMYRNA

Our Saint Profile this weekend reminds us of the true historical nature of
our Faith throughout time. St. Polycarp lived only one generation removed
from the Lord Himself. He learned the Faith at the feet of the beloved Apostle,
St. John. The story of his martyrdom is the first written account of a Christian
martyr outside of the Sacred Scriptures. The life of St. Polycarp is one of great
importance in understanding how the Faith was first lived and spread.

The life of this Apostolic Church Father (one who knew the Apostles or was
greatly influenced by them) and bishop of Smyrna, an ancient Greek city, was
recorded in numerous works from the same period. Even today, at least one
full letter from St. Polycarp himself is preserved. In his letter to the Church of
Philippi, St. Polycarp emphasized the need for faith and righteousness while
urging perseverance in the Body of Christ and avoidance of false teachers.

St. Polycarp’s feast day actually falls today (Sunday, Feb. 23™). Just as we
saw last week that a feast day can be moved, it can also be “trumped” by a
“higher” celebration. And, as every Sunday serves as a celebration of the
Resurrection, it takes precedence over individual feast day. Yet, we can take
solace in knowing that St. Polycarp would have it no other way, given his
dying declaration: “Hear me declare with boldness, I am a Christian!”

Love&) Becky Biberstein, Michael Green, Frances Carr, Tom Richhart, Troy Cook, Bobbie Jackson, Kimberly Abney, Sydnee Bradburn, Leanne Lee,
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Jeff Tillman, Mike Holland, and Richard Payne.



CHILDREN’S CHOIR
PRACTICE will resume
Monday, February 24™
at 5:30 p.m. in the
Parish Conference Room.
All school-aged children
are welcome!

Our Winter Book Study continues on
Tues., February 25™ at 6:30 PM
in the Parish Conference Room.
We are reading “4 Good Man is
Hard to Find” by Flannery O’Connor.
All are welcome!

[ ' '
GIRL.'s Night Out - Mardi Gras Fundraiser
Saturday, March 1*- 6:00-9:30 PM
Tickets ($25) on sale after all Masses
or available in the Parish Office.

PARISH CALENDAR
Sat., Feb. 22 - Confession 4-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m.
Sun., Feb. 23 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.
Sun., Feb. 23 - Religious Education Class - 8:30-9:45 a.m.
Sun., Feb. 23 - St. Joseph/St. Aloysius Confirmation Class
Trivia/Social Night - 6-8:00 p.m. in the Parish Social Hall.

e  Mon., Feb. 24 - Children’s Choir Practice Resumes - 5:30 p.m.
in the Parish Conference Room.

e Tues., Feb. 25 - Adoration 7-8:00 a.m. / Mass 8:00 a.m. /
Confessions 8:30 a.m.

o Tues., Feb., 25 - Book Study - 6:30 p.m. in the Parish Confer-
ence Room.

e Wed., Feb. 26 - Adoration - 6-7:00 p.m. / Confession 6-6:45
p-m./ Mass 7:00 p.m.

e Wed,, Feb. 26 - Adult Choir Practice - 7:35 p.m.

e Wed., Feb. 26 - Parish Council Meeting - 7:40 p.m. in the Par-
ish Conference Room.

e  Thurs., Feb. 27 - Mass 8:00 a.m.

Thurs., Feb. 27 - Catholicism Explained - 6:30 p.m. in the

Parish Conference Room.

Fri., Feb. 28 - Mass 8:30 a.m.

Sat., Mar. 1 - Mass 8:00 a.m. / Confession 8:30 a.m.

Sat., Mar. 1 - Confession 4-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m.

Sun., Mar. 2 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.

Sun., Mar. 2 - Religious Education Class - 8:30-9:45 a.m.

Mon., Mar. 3 - Children’s Choir Practice Resumes - 5:30 p.m.

in the Parish Conference Room.

o Tues.,, Mar. 4 - Adoration 7-8:00 a.m. / Mass 8:00 a.m. /
Confessions 8:30 a.m.

e Tues., Mar. 4 - Knights of Columbus monthly meeting -

Rosary at 6:40 p.m. in Church / meeting in the Parish Social

Hall at 7:00 p.m.

e Wed., Mar. 5 - Ash Wednesday - Masses 7:00 a.m. / Noon /
7:00 p.m.

Weekend of March 1st & 2nd

Dan Lautzenheiser
Donna Geisel
Jay Crisp/Adult Choir

|
|
|
|
Ginny Fenstermaker !
Sarah McCorkle I
Mike Dunn I
Laurisa Roper |
|
|
|
|

Dale McCorkle
Jeff Miller, Tammi Helm, Kevin Seago

Angel/Zoe Soto
Charlene/Anna Lynn/Jackson Felger
Sam Smith, Luke Miller, Dominic Bedwell

Our weekly budget is $5,116.40

We are $1,944.17 ahead of our
budget for the month of
February 2025.

St. Joseph Parish Finance Report
for the Weekend of
February 15t & 16

Adult Envelopes- $2,461.00
Loose- $282.00
Repair/Rainy Day Fund-
$233.02
Donation/Bequest- $1,700.00

St. Vincent de Paul Fund-
$887.00

Your gifts to St. Joseph Parish
are greatly appreciated.
Thank you!

Total- $4,676.02

To set up Online Giving through Our Sunday Visitor, please visit:
https://www.osvhub.com/stjosephchurchbluffton/giving/funds

KnNi1GHTS OF CoLuMBUS—MARCH MEETING

Tuesday, March 4, 2025

and meet in the Parish Soczal Hall at 7:00 PM.
All men in the Parish are welcome!

MARCH 5t
ASH WEDNESDAY
MASS TIMES

7:00 a.m.
Noon
7:00 p.m.

Lenten Soupp Suppens &
N Stations of the (ross
Fridays during Lent
(Beginning Friday, March 7")
6:00—6:45 p.m.

Followed by Stations of the
Cross at 7:00 p.m. in Church.
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1595 HARRISON PLZ
BLUFFTON, IN 46714
PHONE: 260-827-0616
FAX: 260-827-0625

Francisco Sanchez, Parishioner

Contact the
the Parish
Office at
(260) 824-1380

L PING ™ HANDS
PREGNANCY « FAMILY = COMMUNITY
116 E. Dustman Rd.,, Bluffton-260.824.4263
Open Monday through

Thursday 9am-5pm
Serving All Surrounding Areas

1 B "R V. V4 D

(260)824-9643

2155N. MAIN ST., BLUFFTON, IN

www.daniels-jewelers.net
Dan and Jane Geimer, Parishioners

Heating, Air Condltionlng & Plumbing, Inc.

702 W. Washington St. Bluffton, IN

(260) 824-1999

«HEATING & COOLING (Service All Brands)
«PLUMBING «RADIANT FLOOR HEAT
Free Estimates « Insured « License No. - CP 89100065

AARMSTRONG
L=AIR The Professmnals Choice

Cmwmooes.

www., hklamllyautn com
624 IN-930, New Haven, IN 46774
260-748-1000
Eric Perrine - Service Manager

f N ‘ “Service customers and the
- community for over 70 years”

Keep your smile bright!

HOT'T

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Bartholomew L. Hott
706 N. Main St, Bluffton, IN 46714

GORDON & ASSOCIATES, P.C., Attorneys

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell, Michelle Adler,
Matt Hayes, and Brigitte Washburn
260-824-9377

Dan Gordon, Parishioner
Matt Hayes, Parishioner

GOODWIN - CALE & HARNISH
MEMORIAL CHAPEL

3320 East State Road 124
Bluffton, IN 46714

260-824-3852

P:  260-824-2442 F: 260-824-8101 : .
hottfamilydenistry.com St. Vincent de Paul Douglas L. Cale / Mitch Harnish
El Camino Real Thursday’s: 3pm-8pm

Authentic Mexican Food

£H

Juan & Rosa Ortiz, Family, Parishioners

2185 Commerce Dr.
Bluffton, IN 46714
(260) 565-3300

Sam Haiflich & Lisa Haiflich: The Haiflich Team

Friday’s: 3pm-8pm
Saturday’s: Noon-8pm
See us on Facebook &
Instagram!

. The Herr Family
dash90wines.com
Parishioners

Preach the Gospel
at all times and
when necessary

use words.
8t. Francis of Assisi

EXPERIENC a 7
atdiology’ |

“Hear what you’ve been missing.”
(260) 706-2558
www.ExperienceAudiology.com

Dr. Jennifer L. Wagner, Au.D.

\vﬁ NOTRE DAME

/ FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Thomas Obergfell
Fort Wayne Market President

(260-715-1747
TObergfell@NotreDameFCU.com
800/522/6611 * NotreDameFCU.com

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING
Residential and Commercial
1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton

Charles Thompson
260-824-3049
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p

Kris Thompson, Parishioner- 260-820-2333
Kent Thompson- 260-307-6584
Bekkee Thompson- 260-273-6354

% Thoma/Rich, Lemler

Funeral Home

Proud to be mely Owned & Operated
Building Upon the Thoma Tradition for Over 170 Years!
260-824-3850 « www.thomarich.com

Colin Z. Andrews

m ANDREW¢
GRELL Parishioner
Tel: (260) 824-4049
Fax: (260) 827-5099
candrews@andrewsandcrell.com
www.andrewsandcrell.com
Bluffton: 116 S. Main St., Bluffton, IN 46714
Fort Wayne: 7617 W Jefferson Blvd., Suite F
Fort Wayne, IN 46804

Knights of Columbus
Father Aloysius Phillips, Council 7555

“Saint Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the
upright guardian of those entrusted to his care. May
he always guard, protect and enlighten families.”

- St. John Paul Il

Before you spedk...
O]
-is it frue?
h - is it helpful?
i -is it inspiring?
- is it necessary?
k - is it kind?




