cATHo,

(5)ST.JOSEPH

CATHOLIC CHURCH

BLUFFTON, INDIANA

EST. 1875

TWENTIETH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME

CONTACT US

ADDRESS: 1300 NORTH MAIN STREET
BLUFFTON,IN 46714

PHONE: (260)824-1380

EMAIL: ST/JOSEPHCHURCH@ADAMSWELLS.COM
WEBSITE: STJOSEPHCHURCHBLUFFTON.ORG
OFFICE HOURS: MON - FRI, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
EMERGENCY PHONE: (260)296-0511

MASS SCHEDULE
SATURDAY VIGIL: 5 PM
SUNDAY: 7:30AM & 10 AM
DAILY MASS:
TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY: 8 AM
WEDNESDAY: 7 PM
FRIDAY: 8:30 AM
CONFESSIONS:
TUESDAY: 8:30-9 AM
WEDNESDAY: 6-6:45 PM
SATURDAY: 8:30-9AM & 4-4:45PM
FIRST FRIDAY: 3-3:45PM
ADORATION:
TUESDAY: 7-8 AM
WEDNESDAY: 6-7 PM

STAFF

PASTOR: FR. DAVID VIOLI

EMAIL: FRDAVIDVIOLI@GMAIL.COM
ADMIN. ASST. / DRE: MICHELLE PAXTON
DIRECTOR OF SACRED MUSIC: TERESA SMITH

-
1875 e  CELEBRATING 150 YEARS OF FAITH AND MISSION IN JESUS CHRIST



Saturday, August 16
8:00 a.m. Special Intention
8:30-9:00 a.m. Confession
4:00-4:45 p.m. Confession
4:35 p.m. Rosary
5:00 p.m. Denny Houlihan +
Sunday, August 17
7:10 am. Rosary
7:30 a.m. Dale & Alice Pearson
9:40 a.m. Rosary
10:00 a.m. Parish Family
Monday, August 18
No Public Mass
Tuesday, August 19
7:00-8:00 a.m. Adoration
8:00 a.m. Dorothy Witwer +
8:30-9:00 a.m. Confession
Wednesday, August 20
6:00-7:00 p.m. Youth Group Led Praise
& Worship Holy Hour
6-6:45 p.m. Confession
7:00 p.m. Marj Sanders +
Thursday, August 21
8:00 a.m. Living & Deceased Mem-
bers of the Greg & Louise Mayer
Family
Friday, August 22
8:30 a.m. Dan Runyon +
Saturday, August 23
8:00 a.m. Special Intention
8:30-9:00 a.m. Confession
4:00-4:45 p.m. Confession
4:35 p.m. Rosary
5:00 p.m. Darlene Coulardot +
Sunday, August 24
7:10 am. Rosary
7:30 a.m. Parish Family
9:40 a.m. Rosary
10:00 a.m. Ed Bushee +
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MASS READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Mon., Aug. 18 - Weekday [20] - Jgs 2:11-
19/ Ps 106:34-37, 39-40, 43ab, 44 / Mt 19:16-
22

Tues., Aug. 19 - Weekday [20] - St John
Eudes, Priest - Jgs 6:11-24a / Ps 85:9, 11-14/
Mt 19:23-30

Wed., Aug. 20 - St. Bernard, Abbot, Doctor
of the Church - Jgs 9:6-15 / Ps 21:2-7 / Mt
20:1-16

Thurs., Aug. 21 - St. St. Pius X, Pope - Jgs
11:29-39a/ Ps 40:5, 7-10 / Mt 22:1-14

Fri., Aug. 22 - The Queenship of the
Blessed Virgin Mary - Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16,
22 / Ps 146:5-10 / Mt 22:34-40

Sat., Aug. 23 - Weekday [20] - St. Rose of
Lima, Virgin - Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17 / Ps
128:1b-5/ Mt 23:1-12

Sun., Aug. 24 — Twenty-First Sunday in
Ordinary Time - Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1b-2/
Heb 12:5-7, 11-13 / Lk 13:22-30

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - AuGusT 17, 2025

This weekend (August 16"/17"), the Church celebrates the Twentieth
Sunday in Ordinary Time. In our Gospel, Jesus does something seemingly
extreme: He reminds us that there is a commitment higher than our family
bonds, that is the commitment to God himself. Sometimes, the commitment to
God and family are mutually supporting. Other times, however, these two
commitments can be opposed to one another and cause conflict.

Ultimately, the truth of the Faith are not things that can be negotiated in
order to avoid family friction. Even within the Jewish understanding, familial
ties could be morally repudiated for the sake of God. This means that Jesus is
essentially claiming His own divinity by stating that following after Him will
cause familial division and that is acceptable because of who He is: God.

Many of us know that this Gospel is not simply a thing of the past. We may
have faced the very reality proclaimed here in our own lives when choosing to
live out our Catholic Faith. Many of our family members and friends may not
understand our choices or might even respond to it with outright hostility. This
is a form of the very division that our Lord is speaking of.

All these forms of conflict need to be borne in union with Christ, who suf-
fered the Cross for us. Ultimately, the family of God trumps even our natural
family: “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and
do it.” (Luke 8:21) Our Gospel reminds us that, as good as peace is, Jesus's
primary mission was not to establish social peace in this life. Instead, His mis-
sion was to reveal the "narrow gate" that leads to salvation. (Matt 7:13-14)

MINISTRY FAIR
Next weekend, there will be representatives from our many ministries in the
narthex after all our Masses. I encourage you to speak with the different
representatives and learn about the ministries offered here at St. Joseph. After
you have a chance to learn about them, join one! As St. Paul reminds us, “God
loves a cheerful giver!” (2 Cor. 9:7) This giving is not only about treasure, but
also time. Find a ministry that interests you and give it a try!

In addition to our various ministries, there will be representatives of both
our Parish Office and Finance Council present. For the Parish Office, this will
provide you an opportunity to update contact information or to register with
the parish if you haven’t done so already. For our Finance Council, if you’d
like to learn about or register for online giving, they will be able to provide
you with further information on how to do so.

STREET FAIR - OPENING DAY PARADE
As a part of our 150" Anniversary Celebrations, we will be registering to
walk as a parish family in this year’s Street Fair Opening Day Parade. This
year’s Street Fair theme is “Let’s Have a Ball.” Our contingent in the parade
will have a banner with our parish name and logo, as well as matching t-shirts
for those marching. If you would be interested in marching, there will be a
sign-up sheet available during next weekend’s Ministry Fair.

PARISH COUNCIL

Our Parish Council met this past week following our summer hiatus. We
welcome our two newest Parish Council Members (Kim Dreiband and Eric
Mechling), joining our four returning Members (Lori Bender, Tyler Hoffacker,
Tom Jackson, and Kevin Seago). The Parish Council will continue to meet on
the first Wednesday of every month after the 7:00 PM evening Mass in the
Parish Conference Room.

As a reminder, these meetings are always open. You are welcome to join us
for all meetings or pass questions/comments along to myself or our Parish
Council Members to be shared at the monthly meeting. The Parish Council
serves as an advisory board to the pastor, offering guidance and helping to
identify any pastoral needs that may be seen to be arising in the parish. _g; pavig
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Lowe®) Becky Biberstein, Michael Green, Frances Carr, Tom Richhart, Troy Cook, Bobbie Jackson, Kimberly Abney, Sydnee Bradburn, Leanne Lee,
Jeff Tillman, Mike Holland, and Richard Payne.



YouTtH GROUP LED
PRAISE & WORSHIP

HoLy HOUR

Wednesday, August 20
6:00-7:00 PM

Youth Group Kick-Off following Mass

MinisTRY FAR

ST. JOSEPH MINISTRY FAIR
August 23" / 24™ after ALL Masses

Get to know our many ministries

and see how YOU can get involved!

PARISH CALENDAR
e Sat., August 16 - Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m.
e Sun., August 17 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.

e Tues., August 19 - Adoration 7:00-8:00 a.m. / Mass 8:00 a.m. /
Confessions 8:30 a.m.

e  Wed., August 20 - Youth Group Led Praise & Worship Holy
Hour - 6-7:00 p.m. / Confession 6-6:45 p.m. / Mass 7:00 p.m.
Wed., August 20 - Youth Group Kick-Off following Mass.
Thurs., August 21- Mass §:00 a.m.

Fri., August 22 - Mass 8:30 a.m.

Sat., August 23 - Mass 8:00 a.m. / Confession 8:30 a.m.

Sat., August 23 - Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m.
Sat., August 23 - Ministry Fair following 5:00 Mass

e Sat., August 23 - Religious Education Registration Pizza &
Sundae Bar - Following 5:00 Mass in the Parish Social Hall

e Sun., August 24 - Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.

e  Sun., August 24 - Ministry Fair following 7:30 & 10:00 a.m.
Masses

e  Tues., August 26 - Adoration 7:00-8:00 a.m. / Mass 8:00 a.m. /
Confessions 8:30 a.m.

e Wed., August 27 - Adoration - 6-7:00 p.m. / Confession

6-6:45 p.m. / Mass 7:00 p.m.

Thurs., August 28 - Mass 8:00 a.m.

Fri., August 29 - Mass 8:30 a.m.

Sat., August 30 - Mass 8:00 a.m. / Confession 8:30 a.m.

Sat., August 30 - Confession 4:00-4:45 p.m. / Mass 5:00 p.m.

Sun., August 31- Mass 7:30 a.m. / 10:00 a.m.

Mon., September 1 - Labor Day - Mass at 9:00 a.m.

Mon., September 1 - Labor Day - Office Closed Today

Tues., September 2 - Adoration 7:00-8:00 a.m. / Mass 8:00

a.m./ Confessions 8:30 a.m.

e Wed., September 3 - Adoration - 6-7:00 p.m. / Confession
6-6:45 p.m. / Mass 7:00 p.m.

e Wed., September 3 - Parish Council Meeting - 7:40 p.m. in
the Parish Conference Room

. WEEKEND OF AUGUST 23 / 24™ i

Mass Cantors
% 5:00 p.m. Dan Lautzenheiser
: 7:30 a.m. Mike Morrissey
: CANTORE 10:00 a.m. Mike Morrissey

Lectors
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- 5:00 p.m. Patti Clark-Johnson !
7:30 a.m. Barb Ault [

LE ORS10:00 a.m. Bruce Holland |
|
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Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
e 5:00 pom. Dan Geimer
2\53 : .m. Jill Morrissey
. Jacque Johnson, Rick Singer, Volunteer
Servers
. Angel/Zoe Soto, Volunteer
. Charlene/Anna Lynn/Jackson Felger

i ““g cners 10 00 a.m. Gabby/Olivia/Jacob Hoffacker ;

Our weekly budget is $5,116.40

We are $6,885.36 ahead of
our budget for the month
of August 2025.

St. Joseph Parish Finance Report
for the Weekend of
Aug. 9" & Aug. 10
Adult Envelopes- $4,124.00
Loose- $341.00
Repair/Rainy Day Fund-
$1,186.71
Donation/Bequest- $4,050.00
Religious Ed. Fund- $125.00

St. Vincent de Paul Fund- $10.00

Your gifts to St. Joseph
Parish are
greatly appreciated.

Total- $9,826.71 Thank you!

To set up Online Giving through Our Sunday Visitor, visit:
www.osvhub.com/stjosephchurchbluffton/giving/funds

ANNUAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

REGISTRATION P1ZZA/SUNDAE BAR
Saturday, August 23" following the
5:00 PM Mass in the Parish Social Hall.
Register for Religious Education
and meet your children’s catechists.
Religious Education Classed begin
Sunday, September 7™ 8:30-9:45 a.m.

SPECIAL SECOND COLLECTION
Bishop Rhoades has called for a
Special Collection to be taken up
on the weekend of Aug. 23"/24'
to aid all those suffering in Gaza
and throughout the Middle East.
Proceeds will support the work of
Catholic Relief Services and the

Catholic Near East Welfare Assoc.
Thank you for your generosity.

CATHOLICISM
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1595 HARRISON PLZ
BLUFFTON, IN 46714

PHONE: 260-827-0616

FAX: 260-827-0625

¢
Francisco Sanchez and Family, Parishioffe .

Contact the
the Parish
Office at
(260) 824-1380

L OING ™ HANDS
PREGNANCY « FAMILY = COMMUNITY
116 E. Dustman Rd.,, Bluffton-260.824.4263
Open Monday through

Thursday 9am-5pm
Serving All Surrounding Areas

EST. 1875

DUNWIDDIE
Heating, Air Conditioning & Plumbing, Inc.

702 W. Washington St. Bluffton, IN

(260) 824-1999

«HEATING & COOLING (Service All Brands)
«PLUMBING «RADIANT FLOOR HEAT
Free Estimates « Insured « License No. - CP 89100065

AARMSTRONG
L=AIR The Professwnals Choice

Cmwmcoes.

( _, RIGHT TO LIFE
V4 U .

Fall Banquet
October 14", 2025

Allen County War Memorial Colisesm

ichooselife.org/banquet

Keep your smile bright!

HOT'T

FAMILY DENTISTRY

Dr. Bartholomew L. Hott
706 N. Main St, Bluffton, IN 46714

P:  260-824-2442 F: 260-824-8101
hottfamilydenistry.com

Dan Gordon, Tony Crowell, Michelle Adler,
Matt Hayes & Brigitte Washburn

(@A TEL 260.824-9377
HW gordonlegal.net

Dan Gordon, Parishioner
Matt Hayes, Parishioner, St. Vincent de Paul

GORDON | ADLER | HAYES | WASHBURN

GOODWIN - CALE & HARNISH
MEMORIAL CHAPEL

3320 East State Road 124
Bluffton, IN 46714

260-824-3852
Douglas L. Cale / Mitch Harnish

El Camino Real
Authentic Mexican Food y
2185 Commerce Dr. = *
Bluffton, IN 46714 ' 3
(260) 565-3300 . |

Juan & Rosa Ortiz, Family, Parishioners

Sam Halﬂlch & Llsa Haiflich: The Haiftich Team

Thursday’s: 3pm-8pm
Friday’s: 3pm-8pm
Saturday’s: Noon-8pm
See us on Facebook &
Instagram!

. The Herr Family
dash90wines.com
Parishioners

Preach the Gospel
at all times and
when necessary

use words.
8t. Francis of Assisi

EXPERIENC /-\
dlolog);/\\

“Hear what you’ve been missing.”
(260) 706-2558
www.ExperienceAudiology.com

Dr. Jennifer L. Wagner, Au.D.

\!ﬁ NOTRE DAME

L// FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Thomas Obergfell
Fort Wayne Market President

(260-715-1747
TObergfell@NotreDameFCU.com
800/522/6611 * NotreDameFCU.com

FAIRWAY FLOOR COVERING
Residential and Commercial
1503 W. Lancaster St., Bluffton

Charles Thompson
260-824-3049
Open- Monday - Friday, 8a-5p

Kris Thompson, Parishioner- 260-820-2333
Kent Thompson- 260-307-6584
Bekkee Thompson- 260-273-6354

% Thoma/Rich, Lemler

Funeral Home

Proud to be Famxly Owned & Operated
Building Upon the Thoma Tradition for Over 170 Years!
260-824-3850 « www.thomarich.com

Contact the
the Parish
Office at
(260) 824-1380

Knights of Columbus
Father Aloysius Phillips, Council 7555

Before you spedk...
LOaonn

- is it true?
h - is it helpful?
i -is it inspiring?

- is it necessary?
k - is it kind?

“Saint Joseph was a just man, a tireless worker, the
upright guardian of those entrusted to his care. May
he always guard, protect and enlighten families.”

- St. John Paul Il




